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CHAP. I. 

yourney from Lindfat to Hudwickfwald — ^be 
Country y and the Hufbandry carried on by the 
Peafants — Horjlen — Defcription of M. de 
Verfpofs fine Seat at Raverjburg — An Ac-* 
count of bis very fpiri ted Improvements. 

IT was the evening of the 28th of June 
before I arrived at Lindfal, v^^hich is a 
little inconfiderable village. From thence I 
fet out the next morning for Hudwickfwald, 
the diflance fixty miles, which proved a jour- 
ney of two days. The night of the jft I laid 
at Dilfbo ; the country very wild and moun- 
tainous, like Dalccarlia, and not better culti- 
vated : in fome of the vales are fmall villages, 
the inhabitants of fome of which have little 
farms, but I do not think are quite fo induftri- 
ous in their management of them . as their 
neighbours of Dalecarnia. Dilfbo ftands oh 
a river near the Baltic, and has a harbour 
that admits (hips of two hundred tons bur- 
then, but yet there is hardly any trade at it : 
now and then a veffel comes for a load of 
tinjber, but it is feldom. From thence to 
B z Hud- 
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Hudwickfwald is through a flat country^ 
pretty well cultivated, and the inhabitants 
much more induflrious. I Cslw two or three 
large houfes, furrounded by confiderable 
farms ; gentlemen's feats ; and the owners 
feem to carry on a husbandry equal to any 
thing I have feen in Sweden in general. I 
found their crops generally good; and the 
I produ<as rife, upon a medium of all forts, to 
three or four quarters per acre : their dwarf 
beans are a* favourite crop here, for I faw 
many fields of them : they do not grow more 
than a foot high. Another thing I found here, 
^ of which I had feen little before, which was, 
great plenty of trefoile; it is a fort not com- 
mon in England, tho* the bloflbm is yellow ; 
thfy fow it among their corn,, and for two or 
three years following mow or feed it j which 
appears to be the fame (yftem as the culture of 
clover in England, and trefoile in ^England, 
and alfo fainfoim. Artificial graiTes I have 
very rarely feen in this kingdom, and there 
is certainly a reafon for it j the great plenty of 
wild ground andmarfhes, on which the pea- 
fants depend for thefubfiftence of their cattle, 
-i-— Hudwickfwald is extremely well fituated 
for the Baltic trade ; the harbour is fpacious, 
fafe, and admits Ihips of any burthen : there 
^e a few merchants ia th^ town, that are 

rich. 
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rich. They have a tolerable quayj they 
fhcwed me the church which is ufually exhi- 
bited to ftrangers, but contains not the lead 
thing worthy of obfcrvatiort. Mod of the 
(Ireets are regular^ clean, and fodie of them 
very neatly built. 

Here I made enquiries after M. de Verfpot, 
and found, after fome difficulty^ that I mud 
take the road north ta a village called Tuna, 
and from thence follow a road which runs 
weftward near the river on which Tuna 
flaiTds, and in about five or fix and thirty 
miles I fhould come to a place called Horden, 
near which that gentleman's feat is. 

The fird of July I got to Tuna, the didance 
frot» Hudwickfwald thirty-fix miles. The 
country is various 5 parts of it mar(hy, and 
parts dry : a good deal of the latter js cuhi- 
vated» but I faw no gentlemen's houfes. I 
found that many of the peafants here paid 
their rents in parts of the produfts of their 
land, and that their landlords dewards came 
in (loops from Stockholm at a certain time of 
the year, to receive thefe produds : this is 
reckoned here very advantageous to the land- 
lords, for they have the corn, &c. at a much 
lefs calculated value than what they fell it for 
at Stockholm, all expences reckoned ; but a( 
the fame time, the peasants like it better thaa 
' B 3 being 
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being forced to find the money, which is verf 
fcarcc here. They cultivate large quantities 
of corn, and many turneps and carrots ; and 
have tlie art of fattening oxen with thefe roots 
in winter, by boiling and mafhing them, and 
then mixing fome meal of barley or oats with 
them : with this food their oxen and their hogs 
fatten very quickly, and they reckon, if the 
crop of roots is good, it proves, in this way of 
ufing it, one of the beft a farmer can cultivate. 
They do not ufe wood-afties in this country, 
which is fo principal a manure in moft of the 
parts of Sweden through which I have paiTed, 
but depend totally on dung, which they mix 
up with earth, and think it thus exceeds any 
other manure that can be had. The dung of 
fwine they reckon the moft powerful. • 

I reached Horften the 2d ; and, fixing my 
bed in the houfe of a civil peafant, made enqui- 
ries after M, de Vcrfpot. I was informed that 
he lived about eight miles from thence j that 
all Horften belonged to him, and alfo many - 
more villages in the neighbourhood : — that he 
had the greateft eftate in this country ; was 
infinitely beloved, being a good friend to all 
the peafants, and cjQCouraging them in every 
thing. The 3d in the morning I fct out for 
his houfe, and got there by breafcfaft. I was 
introduced^ to him in company of his wife^ 
3 aadr 
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and fix or feven children of difFet'ent agtfs ; 
and delivering M. le Count dc Roncellen's^ 
letter» ^ he read it with feeming pleafure, arid 
with the utmoft politenefs welcomed me to 
Raversburg» the < name of his feat. Th« 
Count had fully explained to him the motives 
of my travels through Sweden, which he was 
pleafed to commend very much . He is a lufty 
man/ of about fifty years of age^ with a find 
open manly countenance^ that prejudices one 
at firft fight in his favour. He fpcaks French 
fluently ; had been in England, but riot, long 
enough to learn the language. He made many 
enquiries after M. de Rbncellen, and his im- 
provements, while we breakfafted ; faid that 
he had not been able of fome ye^s to pay 
him a vifitt but that he hoped once more to 
have that pleafure, if he lived. He told me 
he had a packet for me, directed under my 
name. An Englijb gentleman on fns traveh 
through Sweden. This he gave me in the after- 
noon, and I found it a. letter from Garon 
Miftler at Stockholm, with ca(h to the amount 
of forty-feven pounds, the product of the fale 
of chaife aud^horfes, which I thought a very 
good return \n Sweden. M. Verfpot asked 
me concerning«^my route; and was much fur- 
prifed at finding that I had penetrated through 
the whole province of Dalecarlia^ He faid^ 
B 4 it 
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it wa$ ^ bold mnkr^^kiogj and tW ht had 
travelled through moft parts of Swe^co^ yet he 
had Cc&sk verjr little of that province, I gave 
hioi a ciurfory account of what I had f emarkfid 
asdong the poaianta there^ with which he 
feemed to be ple^fed ^ and attancked very tnuch 
to what I OKntioned «f their hqshandry. He 
faid that I had feea fuch great thiaga at the 
Count de Kmicellon'eu ^t every thing he 
cooU fhew me would appear fcnall ; tho' he 
had fome impcoKmeois, which perhaps I 
might Ithe to fe^ z^ I appealed to be food of 
agriculture*^ 

He then told mc^ that for twenty yeara be 
attended the government of Sweden as a fe- 
iiatQr» afnd vra$ long anxious to oppofe a party, 
thatieeihed deten^ni^ed ea the rai» of tb^ 
cotmtry ; but Ending, after a ilriiggle of 
many years,- that the vc^e of prudence and 
moderation was fo little liftened to, hetef4ta 
long farewel of tbem^ and retired to ^ia 
e^ate, determining to make a country life, 
which was before only aeeiKitlon from bufinefs, 
the only bufinefs of his life i and fince be took 
that refo4utiof>» he has adhered to it without 
once quitting it;- and from the fedlions which 
have ariien iince his departure, he has had 
continual reafon to rejoice at the determina* 
tion. He has found in the obfcuri^ty of thefe. 

• I moun- 



SWEDEN, 
fflouatains a fatisfadtoii which the bufief^ 
fcenes of Stockholm could never give. Ho 
applied himfelf to the fludy and pradice of 
agriculture with great eagernefs^ and has 
always taken uncoramon pleafure in trying 
various experiments on different articles of 
cultiare^ to difcover the moft profitable apfdi^ 
cation of the ground i and he has found, 
that the only way for a Swediih nobleman to be 
rich, or to improve his income la a manner that 
may bring no regret with his wealth, is the im« 
pcovemeot of his eftates^ Nothing is fo pro- 
fitable, nor any thing, in Sweden at lead, Co 
honourable. He has been much ridiculed for 
giving up an attention to the goremmcnt of 
his country, to retire and pais his days among 
pea£mts and boors^ <^ But experience has totd 
me,'* added M. de Verfpot, *• that my choice 
hsts been right; for I have increafed my 
wealth at the &me time that I have improved 
the happioefs of my life/' This account, 
which he gave me in a pleafing candid man*- 
ner, (hewed me at once that his ideas were 
ooDgenial with thoie of the illuftrious Ron^ 
ccHen, 

He did not carry me to his improvements 
that day ; but after breakfafl: he took a walk 
with me, which lafled till dinner ; in which 
I viewed, the grpunds arcuiod his houiib, the . 

. fitua- 
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fituation of which is one of thd tnoft romantic 
I ever beheld. It is a very large quadrangular 
building around a court, fituated on the fide 
of a vaft mountain, near the bottom, but not' 
fb low as not to command a great view in 
front : a large track of falling ground parts 
the houfe from a very beautiful lake, four' 
miles long, and one and an half broad, in 
which are feveral lofty iflands covered with 
wood, in one of which M» de Verfpot has 
built a fummer-houfe, delicioufly fituated : 
on the other fides of this lake the country is 
extremely various, either irregular vales, or 
hills rifing very boldly, and in general covered 
thick with wood : the whole country belongs 
entirely to him for feveral miles every way : 
on the fide of one of the hills, lefs fteep than 
the reft, he has built a new village, of above 
fevcnty houfes; which being raifedof a white, 
ftone, has a moft chearful and enlivening ap-* 
pearance. In the lake he has* a fmall fhip to^ 
two mafls, carrying ten brafs cannon ; three 
floops, and various boats ; all which add un<-: 
commonly to the beauty of thefccne. In a* 
word, it put me more in mind of a noblcnian*s 
ornamented feat, in a wild part of Britain, 
than any place I had fecn fince I left Eng- 
land. We rambled for fome miles about this 
fine wild and romantic fccne; and returning. 

to 
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to dinner^ Madam de Verfpot asked me how 
I liked Raversburg P I replied, I thought it 
the mofl beautiful, and at the fame time the 
190(1 romantic place I had ever feen in my 
life. At which compliment, tho' indeed the 
mere unaffected idea I had of t^e place, (he 
feemed pleafed ; and I thought her husband^ 
very fortunate in having a lady that could 
relifli thefe forts of country beauties, and en- 
joy a rural life as well as the gaieties of the^ 
capital. 

M. dc Verfpot lives in a very plentiful, and 
at the fame time elegant ftile. — ^His table* 
is fpr^ad with all the delicacies which art can 
procure in this northern climate ; he has all 
the finefl; wines in Europe, and his lake fur- 
nilhes him with admirable fini.-*His eflabliih- 
ment may be gueffcd, when I mention his 
having above feventy menial fcrvants in thc' 
houfe, one of whom has the title of captain 
of thc guard, after the cuftom of Sweden, 
who has a table, at which is his fecretary, and 
two chaplains ; and befides this, there are five 
other tables kept ; at the loweft of which 
all the peafants who pleafe to come arc 
indifcriminately admitted ; and their num- 
ber is very often great, even to fome hun- 
dreds ; but that is only on feftivals : how^ 
ever foqae take advantage of the admiflion 
every day in the year. The houfe was built 

by 
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by himfelf from the ground, and the (ituation^ 
as I before mentionedi moft judicioafly cho^ 
ien. The apartments are amazingly nuoie-^ 
roiis> and many of them very large ; I think 
it is the largeft boafe belonging to a fubjedt 
which I have any where feen : there is a fuite 
of ekven rooms fronting the lake, hot one of 
which is lefs than 40 feet long by 30 broad -, 
they are all well furnifhed, each wiih two 
chimney-pieces in the English tafte, tho' 
ftoves are at each end of the room ; and in 
all thefe (loves, and chimnies, as well as in 
every room of the houfe, are eonftant fires 
aU winter. I am convinced that in fuch a fa« 
mily as this; the depth of winter wonld be 
the feafon to enjoy the hofpitality of the 
owner. My only doubt is, whether they 
have a fociety coileded fufficsent to make that 
dreary feafon pafs pleafantly. 

In the morning M. dc Vcrfpot made feve- 
rai enquiries of me concerning varicms obje<5ts 
which I had examined in my travels in Fhm- 
diers, Germany, and Denmark ; when I de* 
fcribed to him the encouragements all the ule-- 
fol arts had lately met with in the laft of thofe 
countries : he fatd, that^ formerly the Swedes 
much excelled the Danes in every thing; 
they were equally fuperiorin war, comm^ce, 
and agriculture; batfince fa^^lionhasufurped 

th6 
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the reins of the government^ the kingdom of 
9II things have much declined. I replied, that 
the natural advantages of Denmark were, for 
the fi^e of the territory, greater than thofe 
of Swedeiu ^ climate warmer, and no 
mountaini in the whole kingdom but what 
might be cultivated to the very tops ; whereas 
in Sweden ihs mouiitains occupy an amazing 
ihare of the whole kingdom, and the climate 
is much feverer* All that^ faid he, is very 
true ; but what is the amount of the plains 
of Denmark in fpace, compared to thofe of 
Sweden ? we have twenty acres to their one 1 
and tho' our mountains cannot be cultivated^ 
yet they in timber, iron, copper, piteh and tor, 
prove as valuable as the plains ; and tho' our 
climate is much colder than thai of Denmark^ 
yet that is of no effential confequence, as wc 
can raife every product that is to be met 
with in Denmark. 

I adcnowledged the juftnefs of thefe re<« 
marjcs. 

Sir, faid he, Denmark exceeds us in no-^ 
thing but the encouragement given by the 
crown in favour of ufeful undertakings ; 
whereas the cafe is very different in $^eden. 
We have had our encouragements too, but the 
mifchief is, they have been calculated more 

for 
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for the advantage of the eftates of the fenators, 
than for that of the people at large. 

Upon my making enquiries concerning the 
objed of his rural improvements^ he anfwer^ 
edy I will ihew you to-morrow morning a 
large track of cultivated country near this 
faoufe^ which, when I came to the eftate, 
was all wafte ; my great objedt has been, to 
bring thefe wades into improvement. My 
property in thcfe wilds is fo extenlive, that two 
lives, longer than mine, would be too (hort to 
improve them all, but I am not idle. I keep 
improving— doing that land firft that lies 
i)eareft to my dwelling. I am not an enemy 
tp woods^ provided they arc duly regulated, 
and that they are confined to land whicKis 
improper for corn and grafs. Our firs and 
pines thrive as well, or I think rather better, 
on almoft inaccef&ble mountains and deeps, 
than on plains, and more, level ground : to 
the former therefore I confine them ; and in 
the management of them 1^ am attentive al- 
ways to thin my woods, inftead of deftroying 
the whole growth, which is the cuftom of 
this country. If an acre of land has thirty 
trees on it, that will turn out profitable to cut : 
the general way of the country is to cut 
down all, to take away the beft, and reduce 
the reft to a(hes, for manuring the land ; the 

con^ 
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confequence of which maoagement is^ the 
land fo cleared being a long while before it is 
again covered with a good growth^ and never 
with any equal to what was before upon it; 
this is owing to a want of fhelter. While the 
ground is half or three fourths covered^ the 
young trees are well (heltered, and you have a 
continually thriving crop. There fliouli not-, 
be more than from five to ten trees taken outr- 
in a year from an acre of land, according as 
the foil, &c. may be. By praAifing this me- 
thod, my woods yield me a very beneficial 
regular crop ; 1 carry none but fine trees, 
which are fure of good price, to market ; 
and am always in poflfefiion of as many acres 
at one time as at another, inflead of having 
Urge tracks laid wafte by my peafants which 
9re fame penturies before they recover them- 
felves. .Another circumftance, very well un«» 
derflopd ir) England, but no where elfe that 
I have rem;irked, is, attending to the fences 
vound the woods ; I k^ep all min^ it), as good 
order as thofe which furround my corn ; cattle 
love to browze in woods, but the mifchief 
they do is incredible : upon my fyftem^ I de- 
pend for the regular fupply on youqg trees 
being conftantly on the growth among the old 
ones ; but if cattle had admifiion in the com- 
ipon wa^, I Khould be prefently difappointed 
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in tny expedaticms : tbk is one reafon why a 
piece of wafte is fo long before it becomes 
covered with a full growth of wood. But 
I inake it a rule, as fail as I adfance my 
improvetnentSy to leave no wades behind me* 
All that are not proper for corn or grafSf I in^ 
clofe, with the fanoe attention as my other 
grounds, and fow them regularly with feeds^ 
ib that they prefently become as good wood* 
as any on my eftatc. For other purpofes 
than the exportation or ufe of €nt timber, 
Irefcrve the woods that are fituated on plaeea 
which would admit a profitable culture of* 
corn or grafs $ thefe I root out entirely, aa 
they arc Wanted 5 and, as faft as they ^re clears 
ed, cultivate the land. 

By means of this condufl, all the parts of 
my eftate through which I advance my im* 
provcments, arc brought into profit ; woodt 
indeed, in a country where they are fo ama^ 
singly f^entifuU will not pay me npar fo goo4 
a rent as my cultivated latid ; but then all 
they do pay is clear profit, for J leave them 
no where that corn and grafs could be weH 
cultivated upon. 

From thi$ converfation of M. de Veri}>ot^ I 
(entertained great cxpedations of feeing many 
noblje improvements next morning ; but he 
warned me not to form too great an idea of 
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ihcm.— ** You will fee," faid he/' good 
common Kusbandry cxcrcifed ovcralargc track 
of land ; bat that fight to an Englifhman is 
nothing ; he fees it almoft over a whole king- 
dom. I am fo unfortunate as to be at a dif« 
tance from the fea ; our river, which carries 
down floats of timber, is of excellent ufe 5 
but had I the opportunity which my excel- 
lent friend Roncellen has, I would attempt to 
rival him. My eftate would alone furnidi 
employment for ten fail of flout fhips for a 
century to come : had I the conveniency of a 
port, I fhould form a great exportation of va^- 
rious produces, which would be an improve-* 
ment which nothing elfe can equal." 

M. de Vcrfpot ordered an early breakfafl, 
that we might have the longer excurfion be- 
fore diniuer. I was apologizing for ^^eing 
troublefome to him; but he faid, — ** You 
are much miflaken, Sir, fo far from being a 
trouble, it is giving me the pleafure of a com* 
paaicin'in my ufual ride, for I am never iii 
the houfe from breakfafl to dinner." 

Iti the morning we mounted, and he con- 
du<Aed me about a mile und half through the 
ornamented environs I mentioned before, and 
then came into a part of the lands which he 
cultivates himfelf. The . fituation of the 
ground was in gdn^rat that of fome gentle 
. Vol, III. C hills 
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hills and plains, entirely in culture. The 
fields were all regularly difpofcd in fquares or 
oblongs ; the fences regular and admirable 5 
and all the gates, rails, &c. very good and 
neat, and all painted white, very much in the 
manner and appearance of many ornamented 
farms I have feen in England. The inclo- 
fures were in general af twenty or thirty 
acres. The foil is a light loam upon a rock 
or flint, of various depths, but feldom lefs 
than fix inches. M. de Verfpot obferved, 
that the depth was not of any material confe- 
quence, except for carrots, turneps, and fome 
other roots 5 yet thofe crops yield abundantly 
in only fix inches depth, tho' not fo greatly i 
Qs when deeper. The fields were covered 
with wheat, barley, oats, peas, beans, buck- 
wheat, carrots, turneps, clover, trefoile, &c. 
and many of them in natural grafs. The 
crops were all exceeding vigorous, and fupe- 
rior to any thing in appearance not only that I 
had lately feen, but alfo to mdfi: that I recoil 
ledled having taken any notice of in England* 
I exprefied my furprize, that this northern 
latitude (hould admit the crops which I then 
faw. •' Sir, faid he, I do not wonder at your 
opinion ; I have heard it from feveral, and read 
much the fame ideas in many books ; nothing 
fo common as^ in the defcription of countries^ 
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to read of the climate befingfo fevcre, that the 
inhabitants muft live only on fi(hing and 
hunting, or produces only a few oats ; 
twenty books in my library tell me that wheat 
will not fuccecd higher in Sweden than the 
ilxtieth degree of ^ latitude. I am convinced 
that the bounty of Providence is fuch, that all 
kinds of corn, pulfe, and foots, which are 
now on my farm, will grow every where 5 
the great thing is to confult the nature of the 
climate in the mode of culture. 

In Sweden our winters are extremely fe- 
vcre, and they come with but little iriterven- 
tion of autumn ; they like wife go away fud- 
^denly, without fuch a gradation of fpring as 
you have in England : fpring and autumn^ 
you muft well know, are in warmer^ climates 
the principal feafons for moft of the operationa 
of tillage : we are not totally without them, 
as fome authors affert, but their duration is 
very ihort. As foon as the fun has thorough- 
ly thawed the earth, and it is in order for til- 
lage, that is the time to fow, which is evidently, 
evinced by the immediate vegetation fcen ia 
all plants : the peafants follow this idea very 
well;, but the great objeft is the preparation 
of the land in the little autumn we have. 
The field, which they fow in fpring, never hajl 
any tillage fince the preceding crop;— fo that 

C z the 
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the produdts are fmall, not from the fault of 
the land, but for want of better tillage. The 
power of the fun coming after the frofls of 
winter, with the one ploughing they give 
their fields^ fets all the weeds loofe ; and they 
vegetate with vigour, like every thing clfe ; 
oftentimes to the deflrudion of the crop. But 
Jny method has ufually been to be very expe^.- 
ditious 5 the moment harveft is over, I ploughs 
up all my ftubbles before the froft catches me : 
by this means, when it comes, it has the 
greater effeft i but the principal ufe of it is, 
the feeds and roots of weeds vegetating before 
I plough and fow in the fpring, which they 
^ill not a tenth part do if the land was not 
ftirred in autumn ; by turning them in at the 
iame time that 1 fow my corn, they are kil- 
led, and Ae crops fuccecd as clean as yo\Jk 
now fee them. ' 

Thisconduft ftruck me very much, as it 
appeared at once to be founded not only in 
experience,, but good fcnfe. Upon my ask* 
ing him, if he thought ploughing up of ftub- 
bles in autumn would be a good praftice, 
where the fame inducement did not hold 
equally ftrortg, that is in milder climates, 
fuch as England ? — '' There is not, replied he,, 
the fame reafon for it, becaufe your fpring 
allows you to plough your land as often as you 

pleafe 
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pleafe before you fow, confequendy the weeds 
may be deflroyed : yet I ihould follow the 
rule even in that climate ; becaufe by plough- 
ing before winter, (for which likewife you 
liave ivhatever time you w;ant) the frofb will 
have much more power over the foil, in break* 
ing and fweetening it i fo that lefs tillage 
would do in the fpring, and the weeds alio 
grow much more, which will render it fb 
much the eafier to kill them/'— What the 
pra&tce of our £ngli(h farmers is in this cafe. 
I do not know : but it appears to be a point 
of confiderable importance. 

As we rode through the fields, the crops 
of which made fo fine an appearance, M. de 
Verfpot obf(?rved, that of all his grain nothing 
paid hitn better than wheat ; tho' among the 
commion farmers they are much inclined to 
think that oats anfwer as well, from the large^ 
nefs of the produce, which is much greater 
than wheat. My oat crops generally yield 
me five or fix quatters an acre; my barley 
rather more than four } wheat yields two and 
an half; peas as mu&h ; beans four ; and buck- 
wheat four. Th?fc crops feeihing to me to be 
very confiderable, I asked him if he did not 
tnanure very richly for them ; and how he ma-f 
naged in this refped:, as he did not ufe wood** 
allies in the large quantities of the comn^oa 
farmf rs ? 

C 3 Ide^ 
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** I depend, replied he, entirely upon dung, 
formed into compofts with the earth I dig in 
draining marfhes. I have two ftrong reafons 
ag^inft the pradticc common among the pea- 
sants, of manuring with fuch quantities of 
wood-aflies ; firft, they fpoil for ages large 
tracks of wood land, for they not only carry 
away all the afhes, but all the furface of the 
foil with them ; and I find my woods too pr6<* 
fitable to deftroy, without at the fame time 
gaining either grafs or arable in the roonii of 
them : fecondly, they depend fb much on 
thefe aflies, that they are apt to neglcfk the 
article of cattle, as they can manure their 
lands without them: but I think it aa infi- 
nite lofs, not only to themfelvcs, but to the 
whole kingdom, to adopt any fyftem that fef- 
fens the general ftock of cattle ; I thihk they 
form the moft profitable part of husbandry j 
and at the fame time that they are of this im- 
portance to the farmer, in the profit they 
yield, they are to the ftate the foundation of 
the manufaftures of wool and leather, which 
in all countries are of fuch confcquence. Nor 
do their benefits flop here ; for our corn fidds 
are indebted to them for the fineft. crops that 
cover them. Did the peafants depend on their 
dung alone for manuring, they would keep 
more cattle, and then their general husbandry 

woul4 
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would be much improved. In all my Improve- 
ments, when I proportion the quantities of 
each crop to the reft, I make the firft foun- 
dation of fuch an arrangement, the quantity 
of dung I fhall want ; I then provide food for 
fuch a number of cattle as will I know yield 
me the rcquifite quantity of dung. I have 
carried this idea into pradice thefe many 
year9^» and always found it uniformly profit-;' 
abje/' 

Upon my enquiring further into this iyf- 

jtem, he went on 7** A very little attention 

would enable our peafants to conceive the fuljl 
extent of this management, and ad accord- 
ingly^ They all of them keep a few cattle, 
and know well enough how to crop their fields 
for the maintenance of them, fo that they 
would only have to proportion their ground 
to a greater number. They all of them feel 
the a4vantage of keeping cows, hogs, oxen, 
and many of th^m fheep ; they find nothing 
of a readier fale, and in many fituations they 
are the only commodities which, for want of 
roads, can be brought to market. And tho* 
our winter is very long, and the maintenance 
of them at that feafon troublefome and expen-r 
fivQ, yet there are few cold climates that pro? 
^ujce better cjrops for keeping them ; an4 
^tis in the winter alone that the dunghills are 
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ipadc, which are of fuch great value to all our 
crops. Our Swedifli turneps, of which we 
have two forts, is a mofl: valuable crojp ; when 
prepared for by fufficient ploughings and ma- 
ifiurc, it yields a vaft produce, which will keep 
found through the iharpeft winter : for the 
fake of tilling my land, and being able to get 
at the crop at all times, I generally lay them 
up in barns, fo as to be very handy for fctd-^ 
ing all forts of cattle on the, fpot. We have 
the plants which you in England call the kales, 
that is, cabbages, which do not turn in with 
hard heads, but are all compofed of open 
ieaves 3 thefe vegetate all winter through, and 
the fnows muft be uncommonly deep, to pre- 
vent our getting at them. Carrots I lay by in 
ftores, in the fame manner as turneps : then 
we have plenty of hay and ftraw in common 
with other countries ; fo that I muft cobfefs I 
fee no reafon for our complaining in Sweden, 
—nor any difficulty which our induftrious far- 
mer can find in providing for the moft nume-^ 
rous herds of cattle. An acre of turneps or 
carrots will winter-feed four cows, if they 
have a good portion of hay^ and as much 
ftraw as they like ; but without' any hay at all 
they will keep three j which is very confidcr- 
ablc, and ihews what may be done by a fjn- 
ritcd induftry. Our kale grows into fuch fine 

crops. 
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craps, ^at, with ftraw, an acre of it wilt 
winter fix fheep ; fwine are kept in the moft 
adyantagcous manner poffibie on carrots^ and 
even fattened upon them to great profit. But 
all tfa^e crops, to be confiderable, ought to 
be very well tilled, and amply manured ; and 
if the peaiants are retrained from wood-a{hes» 
and hav^ not any cattle, from whence is this 
manure to come ? Hence it is, that cattle 
enable you to keep cattle— «fo that the more 
they keep, the more they might keep, if the 
dung is properly applied. 

Another great advantage poflefled by all 
wild countries, is the having great plenty 
of veg^ables, of ufe only for being converted 
into litter: all our "waftes &nd our woods 
yield vaft quantities of weeds, which, mo>yn 
in their fucculency, make excellent ftraw for 
littering our cattle dll winter long, which in 
the raifing much manure, is an advantage of 
the moft valuable kind. They are to be gain-* 
ed in almoft any quantities ; but our peafants 
do not fee their intereft in this point as they 
Ott^t ; moft of them lay in a few loads, but 
not a tenth part fuffieient to make as 
much dung as they might. I keep all my 
cattle littered up to their bellies the whole 
wbter through j by which means, my dung- 
bills enfare me the greatcft crops, of which 

the 
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the land is capable of yielding. So that I am 
confident there is no abfolute occafion for fuch ' 
quantjities of wood-afhes as the Swedifh pea- 
fants fo much depend on." 

From the view I had of M. de Verfpot*^ 
fields^ as well as from his converfation, I was 
extremely clear that no man could know bet- 
ter than he, how to raife great crops of all 
ibrts ; but I defired to |cnpw where he found 
a market for his products, for I found he had 
four thoufand acr^s in his own h^nds. 

** I do not, replied he, meet with any diflBL- 
culty in that point; my improvements in huf- 
bandry, and in ornamenting the lands around 
my houfe, with the number of people that 
inhabit it, all together form a very confider- 
able confumption> and the reft is fold by my 
agents to whoever will purchafe : much is 
bought, to fupply the miners in the moun- 
tains ; and yet more finds its way down th? 
river by Tuna, and fo to fea, to the town; 
ppon the coaft. If I had ^ pof t (o conveni-? 
cntly fituated, as to make it advifable to keep 
(hipping of my own, I ftiould be able to gain 
a much higher price ; but as I meet at pre- 
fent with rates that anfwer very well to mc^ 
and I have neither trouble nor chances, I ao) 
contented ; but if the people on my eftate 
|ncrc^fe in future as they have dope lately, the 
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whole country will find a market at home 
fuperior to any thing they can get abroad. 

And from the experience I have had in this 
point, I have great reafbn to believe that in- 
creafing population brings v^^ith it every other 
advantage, and that moft other improvements 
will follow of courfe, provided the populatiom 
fo gained is founded on husbandry-; — that is, a 
certainty of food. I have never formed any 
manufactories, becaufe I was of opinion that 
the improvement of the foil was the firft and 
moft profitable bufinefs the people could be 
employed in-^^and that 'till husbandry-im* 
provements were advanced to the utmoft 
height, all the hands employed in the ma-* 
nufadures were fo much lofs to the ftate« 

This reafoning 1 know I am particular in j 
it will give ofi^ence to you, and would give 

yet more to a Frenchman. But whether I 

ata right or wrong, is not a point of any con- 
fequence, fince they generally ^ftablifh them-f 
fcltres without your alTiftance. The number 
of people I have drawn together for different 
works, have formed manufadlories ; the ready 
market this pppulation carries with it, has 
induced ifeveral undertakers to fix fome fabrics 
in my villages ; there are fome of woollen 
cloth, of leather, linen, hats, and hardware: 
(hey are not, it is true, confiderable ; but they 

arc 
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0re proportioned to the demand, and popular 
tion has created them ; and I have no doubt 
but they will increafe as the population of my 
cftate increafes. Thus you may depend upon 
it in all cafes, that if yoU work fuch improve- 
ments in agriculture as greatly increafes the 
number of people, fuch improvements will 
themfelves do all the reft ; they will cftabliHi 
inanufa<ftures> and bring commerce when 
they arrive at a certain degree, and wealth 
proportioned muft be the confequence. Nor 
fiiould we forget, that when thefe kind of ad-* 
vantages take place of themfelves> and gra- 
dually, we may be fure they are natural^ an(} 
permanent^ and not exotics, planted by an an- 
xious hand, and dheriChed l;>y an unremitting 
attention : fuch muft be more valuable, and 
always more certain in their nature and con- 
fequences 5 and I conclude from hence that 
the foUicitude difcovered at prcfcnt in feveral 
parts of Europe, for eftabliihing manufac- 
tories, is either unneceflary or improper : if 
llieir policy is found, manufadure will come 
of courfe -, if thfey do not come, it is proof 
Sufficient that they ought not, as the bands^ 
which they would employ <)ught to be advalicr 
ing the foil to its utmoft improvement, beforct 
^ny thing is done in fabrics;/* 
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I made fome objections to this opioioD,* 
drawn from the example of England and 
Holland ; but they were not of confequencc 
enough to inlEert here.—— — M. dc Vcrfpot 
went on———** In converfing with fcveral 
noblemen in Sweden, on the fubjcdl of im- 
proving their eftates, the moft general diffi-k 
culty I have heard o£ is the getting hands ; 
but from my own experience I am clear that 
this is an imaginary evil. No country could 
be more defolate^ or worfe inhabited thait 
this, when I began my undertaking of im* 
proving it ; but by protecting and encouraging^ 
them, building houfes immediately for all 
that would fettle, and employing them con- 
ftantly at a fair price for their labour, they 
would any where command whatever num- 
bers they wanted, and increafe them as 
quickly as they pleafcd to any height. I am 
convinced, that for increafing the population 
of any country, nothing more is wanting than 
the improvement of land." 

Having viewed a confiderable part of the 
Jarm, ^c returned to dinner; and fpcnt the 
remainder of the day in converfrng on thefc' 
fubjeds. I found him quite enthufiaflical in 
favour of agriculture ; but mull fay, that I 
believe hewo^ildnot, if he had the direxSion of 
the affairs of Sweden, carry thefc ideas exclu- 
j^ fivcly 
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fively top fsLT, and neglect manufactures and 
commerce too much. 

The next morning he carried me over a 
different part of his farm> and (hewed me the 
improvement of a very large mar(h» by drain- 
ing. It was converted into a very profitable 
sneadow. He alfo carried me through a field 
of experiments, of fifty acres, wherein he 
tries every thing that is of dubious fuccefs»' 
before he extends the culture through hi$ 
whole farm : here he brings the recommen- 
dations of various writers to the teft, to fee 
what truth there is in their afiertions : he is 
now trying fome artificial grafles, not yet com- 
mon in Sweden, particularly fainfoine, efpar- 
cette, lucerne, and cytiffus, of all which he 
had fmall parcels, but he did not feem to fpeak 
favourably of them, from what they had hi- 
therto promifed. He had alfo under culture 
feveral plants from Siberia, and different forts 
of wheat, to fee which would agree beft with, 
the climate. Here was alfo, a fet of trials, 
upon dung, in order to difcover what was the 
proper quantity for an acre of land. I muit. 
own that this field pleafed me better than any. 
one I had ever viewed in my life. M. de Ver- 
fpot here gained moll: of his knowledge.-r-tho 
culture of it is immediately under his own in- 
fpcftion;;— 'nothing is done here without he ia 

prefent; 



SWEDEN. 51 

prefent; and by repeating and varying his 
trials, he is able to decide in every inftance 
what beft fuits the foil and climate. He ob<- 
ferved to me, that no farmer fhould be with-- 
out a piece of ground which he dedicates to 
thiis ufe ; otherwife he muft either give up all 
idea of any improvements, or elfc try them upon 
too great a fcale at firft ; which, if they arc 
unfuccefsful, vsrould be. injurious to him ^ a 
remark which is certainly juft.^ — ^The evening 
of this day was alfo fpent in converfation, 
which I found very inftrudive. 

The 6th I took my leave of him, after ex- 
preflSng how much I was obliged to him for 
my reception at Raversburg, and inviting 
him, in cafe he fhould ever come into Eng- 
land again, or any of his friends, to give me 
an opportunity of returning it. I had enquir- 
ed of him concerning the northern provinces 
of Sweden ; and he affurcd me that I fhould 
fee nothing in Lapland worth going after ; 
that as my route was to Petersburg, I had bet- 
ter keep pretty near the coaft of the Baltic, 
through the two Bothnias, down to Finland, 
arid through Nyland and Carclia ; in which 
journey I fhould have an opportunity of feeing 
iev^eral varieties of country and husbandry. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

Hemofand — Pleqfing Adventure with a Swed^ 
Peafant-T-Husbandry — Uma — State of com^ 
merce-^Pitba — Defcriptim of the country-^ 
Borneo — State of the country in Ea^ Botb-- 
nia — Admirable Management of a Farmer--^ 
A Swedijh Club — Remarkable Country^-^ 
Nyfiot — Wyburg^ 

T LEFT Ravcrsburg the 6th, fettin^ out 
-** for Hernofand on thie Baltic, in the pro-* 
vince of AngermaDia, the difta&ce fixty miletf, 
which took me two days, through a, country 
very much like that about Nf. de Vcrfpot, but 
very differently cultivated : fpots in the vales 
were occupied by peafants, who all feemed to 
be little farmers, but they had nothing that 
ilruck me in their management. Hernofand 
is a fmall ifland in the gulf; it is die capital 
cf the province, and has a little trade in iron 
^nd timber, and is a port to which ibme fmall 
craft come, that ply backwards ao(^ for^^ds 
from Stockholm. It might be of very great 
advantage, that fo large a part of this king« 
dom is iituated on the Baltic^ and furrounds 
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the gulf of Bothnia in fuch a mannei^, that a 
quick and eafy communication is kept up be« 
tween province and province, and between 
tiiem all and the capital. I know of fcarcely 
any country that has the advantage of fUch a 
navigation as this gulf, which is furrouoded 
by fo many provinces. 

. *The 8th I reached Scenfio, a little village 
on a bay of the giilf, the' inhabitants of 
which fupport themfelves chiefly by fi/hing; 
gfeat quantities of which they dry for their 
winter provifion ; and there are fome forts 
which, when dried, they pull in pieces, and 
grind, and then make up in balls of fi{h bread, 
being mixed with a portion of barley meal. It 
is a very odd, and I (hould apprehend a Very 
unwholfome diet. They have but little idea 
of husbandry here ; which would make one 
think that it is in general carried on in the 
villages merely as a means of exiftence, by 
.raifing food, and feldom as a trade where- 
with to get money, in order to purchafe ne- 
ceiflaries. The peafants in every part of Swe- 
den go to market for fewer commodities thaa 
we in Eogland can hav6 any conception of* 
Their husbandry, hunting or fifhing feeds 
them ; mbft of their cloathing is of their own 
thanufadure 5 many of them weir wooden 
fiidcU df their own making} fo that fait and 
Vol. IIL D feme 
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ifomc brandy are the chief articles that mvif 
of tljem purchafe.— This was a jourAcy o( 
near forty miles.— -The 9th I weot near as faf 
to get to Grunfud : the country is chiefly peo-i 
pled with fiihermca, hm they have, more cuU 
^ure amoDg them than in that of yefterday's 
route. Many of them have littkfgrm^^. and 
ifeem to be mi3ch more at their eaf^ than tbofc 
that are mere filherment From: thi?. plaqe tpf 
Una in Weft Bothnia, at the diftance of fe*. 
Yenty piles, took nie a day aoid a half; the 
Country Is pyetty well cultivated* I lodged a? 
the houfe of a peafant, who had a fmall farm 
of his own, and i$, I believe, thij moft con- 
tented, happy man in the world-* I offered 
bim money 5 but he would tak^ nQne> faying^ 
that when he travelled through my. couAtry^ 
lie dared to fay I fliould not refufo him a 
eight's lodging, and fome vijaqaU,.— The 
honeft man did it from a mere principle of 
genuine hofpitality. iVJaney, faid he, is. p£ 
very little value to me ; my farm Supplies pyr 
felf and my family with moft necefiari«s^ 
^nd plenty to fell for the little we w*ot. 
to buy. He had a wife, two fons, apd 
two daughters ; and. the whole family feeqa-^ 
ed animated with the father*s fpirit*— Ther^ 
was a chearfulnefs, a health, and a^i adiyity 
in them all that convinced me chey, were fu*- 
periativefy happy, l^he empIoymiBi^t of the' 
5 ' ^ ' ^ec 
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do the rnpft lab<)ripug works of t^c liuibaudry ; 
thp wofnen plpug)ied ^od ibw^d tbf: groui^d^ 
^ dldmott of thp ptfe^r b«fioffs oJF the- 
farm tj)at wa^ wi^him (hcif fln^ogtb^ ^o4 tna* 
nufadiired wpoU? a clotb for all the faxxjily. 
*rhe falc pf their fuparfljuities bought theifl 
Wl)^et^rtbey w^nfe^ to pi^rchafc^ fiich as 
f^t^ ijon^cmems, fop^e |iacp, j5cp. ^d ^hpy. 
had mpfity enotigh alviray^ left, after paying 
th^lft^t^^lo lay up fotnejLhiQg agatofl emcr* 
geiiqief • I (hiok thi3 is ^s compleax a repr*c^ 
ibiMftti^H of ^^ral happioefs ^ can exi(^<7-<' 
This ^wiiy has noticing pf> fear.r^Jb^y ars 
as indpp^n^pqt as aq a^folute nfipqarch^t fifi^ 
iaiucb 9^re at th^ir c^. It waf wij^ fi^e^^ 
fure I entcfied iO'to the pa|-tk:ulars of th^ 
li^ing^ pf\4 found a cottage th^t w^§ tb/4 
CojQtijt^nt f.€ii4encc of p^^cc amd cqn^eiit. }( 
is iQ ^ch fibfiztifin^ ^tMi cirpijp?ja?ecp^ tbut 
tee ^dul4 l4^k for hap^mei> k Bot ii> tpffA^^^i 
the ipihcfts of kii?gs, pr tbjJ ii^ajp ^f gMl^fif 
toepi bu£ in th^ h^vf^p ?pt^agpi Vi^W^. B9 
knowk/igp fjjjtcf^ b4»f y^ ii applwd. to 

Up^, >yh€i:e I .arrjve:d f^ ??>% J* OP* of 
the inpA cpnfidcrable t^^pvf^ m Weft Be$bnif»* 
it i^ fitw^ed Qip a vi|ry Jwft hrgo riytf/M^h 
£4h l^o the guif: thei:^ 43 »: good hwfbftpr /or 
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ihipB, and the place has a pretty Bride trade 
in timber, iron, pitch, tar, &c. Artd having 
two or three merchants, of large property, to 
whom feveral fhips belong, they carry on 
here a trade with Holland and England, load* 
ing out with the produfts of the countries 
around the gtilf, and bringing home a great 
variety of commodities, which they fell in all 
the por^s around the Baltic, in Sweden, Ruflia, 
Livonia, Poland, PrufHa and Germany. It is 
of very great advantage to a town to be inha- 
bited by a few fuch extenfive traders ; for the 
profits center in it; they employ their town(^ 
men in their fhipping, and export much more 
produds than would be done if it were not 
for them. Thefe merchants alfo much enrich 
the place by their (hip-building i for they 
have never lefs than three or four on the ftocks 
at a time : thefe (hips they fell wherever they 
can get a market, cargo and all, which they of- 
ten do to good advantage $ and this I take to be 
the moft beneficial commerce which Sweden^ 
or any other country that abounds with plenty 
of naval ftoresy can carry on ; for by building 
fkipi for fale, fhe gives the laft hand in ma- 
Bufaffluring dl her produds> and confequently 
^employs as many of her people as poffible; 
bul ivbeli Aie fells the timtber, iron, pitch, &c. 
&parat^|yi "die natioM that buy them make 

this. 
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this laft profit, which is a very coofiderable 
one. No government, therefore, e»n ever 
^ive a wifer bounty than that of Co much -per 
fion for all fhips built in i. coudtry ; it is the 
moft advantageous commerce her fubjeds can 
carry on. Louis XIV. was c^tainly well 
advifed by Colbert to give Uiia boun^ i and it 
was attended with as good effeds as any oUmt 
meafure iiithflft iiipceisful adouniftration. 

It took me^two days to reach Seornlay, at 
the diftanoe^of fouribbre milest, X cpok up my 
qttart«a^ the firft oi^t at a village* wher^ for 
the fifft tiqie fince I have bean in Sweden^ I 
met with «iet of Ix^batiaos : I could p«fr 
fuadcsBone of diem to let me into their «»tr 
jti^es ;; th^ were r«re I was a fpy .from the 
Mufcofites}: ba what errand, ,or for viht^ 
purpofes I WAS come» they could nof teli 
We were now boiighted, gad in 4 iPi4 
of which we bad M ^p&i .v^vfiVtsa 
jb I. found I wafr; veiy .likely to fnik 
the stig^t on hor&back: I went ffM».«itt 
lage to cottage, but ^ iretft pdflel&d of ^ 
iame idea»r-*noi^ would be.hpfpit^hk. Qor 
ing yet farther^ I «tpsne to a ocitt^ {» a lonely 
fpot ', I det^mi^ed . here rtd liorcp jtti tmr 
ixaofXi-Aud i*et2Q the €9lll<^ hy.ftprmrijQ ,<^ 
they would tto( be prevfUU4: dm by. €ur md 
fniki re^6||dnsi>s>iit AipH ^ !vir«^i<iy<uAi 
:.. i ' D ^ they 
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«bey hod noroomfdr tvs^tho' we o^ed tb paj^ 
fer ^vcry thing we fboutd eat and drink, and for 
bur borfes^ yet it had no efied:. I gave a fignal 
(whkh I had eicplained to my men) for one of 
them to march rounifj^ aTid attack the fortrc& 
th flank, white I remained to ftortn it in fronti^ 
The plan was exec\itffd in a moment : I drew' 
tny piftols, pr efented them to the breail of the 
peafant ; tny men bound him hand and ifoot^ 
and we fecured the women and children, tying 
;^11 their hatids behind tbem> ^nd locking 
them up in a room, with the po6:ilion *arm-^ 
^d d6 a ^ntii^i <ivcr them : then we took 
jic^tffion df ^he mainfitkn, fdtE^eld on thecoatfi: 
pro^iion^ We fonind, and I &« dp my bed 'm one; 
^^the rcbitta. I paffed^good night, widiout 
feny ^ISrm from 'die iprifoners. In the mKJrning 
I fet ferHvirti on my joamey, leaving the in- 
l^f]^it«b)e ownfera df the dottage bound, tin 
ihdr neighb«)i;ir5, cfewfe tb their door, and ift 
tigkit of the road, 'ftliduM acpidienlaily coibe «ii 
flkf}r*dief. ' * 

Scorn% i«^ 4}«tk kfvri^ at ibe foot of t 
-metintdt?, ifkh a^ ri^r tiA^^ng utider itfe 
\i9$fSs m^ar as largess the Tiiiiiies at Cbel&as 
life flior^ are vtfrytiolfl, and all coreted with 
y^oti. I have fcsfrcely febn a mclpt romaiytiQ 
%ind Hrlkmg fituktion : iarge (hipa come tip 
t6f the 4tfay, tho' «(t W confid«f«bl« diiliaha; 
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^•om ilie fea ; thcfc load timber chiefly, and 
in general for the flplland market.. Thete 
arc not any merchants of fubftance in the 
town, and their trade does not fecm to be at 
;all regular; fometimes they have three dr 
ifotrr vcfl^ls hi port, and they informed mc, 
th^t, many weeks, none at all were to be 
ieen. 

From Sromtay, two days journty carried 
Tnre to Tajne, through a country various ; biit 
-about the villages there is in ;general fomfc 
jcultrvated land, eno\igh to f6ed and ffiaintaia 
the inhabitants, and to enable them to buy of 
Ihfe fljipping what fhey wanted, which thefr 
jDwn foil could nor furnifli. There art no (hops 
or pedlars upon this coaift, except m thie mor^? 
iDoliiidcribfe 'towns : all the peafants and iri- 
liabitants buy v^hat they want oirt of imall 
i^oop tradjfcrs, which make annual voyages up 
Uje gulf of Bothnia from Stockholm. Thh 
place is in $5 degrees of latitude ; and yet I per?* 
ceivisd no change in the cKmartc, or inthehuf- 
tandry. They cultivate the fame plants as are 
to be feen to thefouth ward, and apparently with 
Ih* fatotefucc^fs- Probablythcincreded length 
of-duy, proportioned to the degree of nordi ia% 
iStuflc, enables them to cultivate the crops of 
the Touthern latitudes, Barley is a ttndtk 
grafn, and more congenial to the <:li»ate of 
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Sp^o than any. other; jret they have goo^ 
crops of barley here ; and I am afliired they 
aUb fbw it with fttcce& & Laphnd ; ^ £b that 
thefe moil ufeful plants are by Providence fent 
to almoft all countries. 

The 26th I got to Piths, the diftance near 
thirty miles, through a countty in geixeral of a 
marfliy foil, which fome of the peiEuTaats have 
converted, by draining outfpots into profitable 
meadows i and indeed Ihavefeen in i^w places 
more induftry than is apparent in theie people. 
Upon the drier rifing grounds they have crops 
of turneps and kale for their own and their 
cattle's winter provifion, the meadows af- 
^fording them nothing at that feafon. They 
kepp large herds of fwine, and feed them in 
winter on regular trufles of boiled roots, 
mixed with fmall quantities of peas; and they 
feem to r(;ckon their hogs amopg the principal 
articles of their wealth. 

Pitba is a pleafant little feia port^ tolerabljr 
well built; at which they cwry on afmalj 
coafting trade, and export fom^ timber, 6cc. 
I met with a better inn here than I had done 
for a long while before, and a very civil, in* 
telligent landlord. He gave me for cay (upper 
an excellent dilh of fifh, and a piece of very 
•tender good venifon, with fome French wine^ 
th^n which I had drank vtrorfe. All this made 

dcljt* 
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.delicate fare» compared with whs^t I met with 
at the peafant'^ ; and my reckoning was very 
reafonable. I asked the landlord fome queftions 
about the prefent ftate of the town, and the 
neighbouring country. He faid it was a poor 
town, and a ftill poorer country ; that if it 
was not for a little ihipping now and theOf 
they would have no fuch thing as money 
among them. He faid trade declined^ and 
there was no profpeft of feeing things better,* 
He entered into a long diifertation upon th# 
politics of the times, and was deep read, I 
found, in the Stockholm gazette. 

My n«t day's journey, the 27^1, was to 
Lula, another fea port town, ilanding on the 
mouth of a very fine river; which is navigable 
a good way, aqd comes far, from the inner 
parts of Lapland, &c. Here is a briiker coaft 
trade carried on than at Pitha, becaufe the in* 
land navigation is much more confiderable« 
They have fhips very often from Stockholm* 
which'bring various commodities in exchange 
for the products of thefe provinces, which 
confift of timber, pitch and tar, and many 
furs ; which' find a good market in the capi* 
tal. They are fometimes vifited by Engliih 
and Dutch (hips, which they reckon highly 
advantageous, to them ; and from the appear** 
^nce of their flocks of timber, I ibould think; 

4 them 
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thctti very well fyrdvided for loading any (hipfe 
whatever- They have pne oi two pretty con*- 
fideraWe mcrchanta among them, who 
t>mld flifps hett, then load them with 
fiitaber, and next fend ftiip and cargo to bfe 
Ibid in Holland upon commiffion. Thfe pro- 
fits of this, they faid, 'are not great j but 
*vlren their feamen arc out of employment, 
ftnA they haVe the t)pporttinity of building; 
jclieap, it pays jthem fofttcthjing for their trouble 
fiidrifque. 

- ^ The 28th I kt out for Tt)rneo, tbrough iji 
country very wild and mountai/ious, with 
but few villagies in it 5 and as to a gentler 
jrtatf s fcat^ 1 had not fetn one for feverat 
'^Bioys. They haye fome appearance of culti- 
tatitm atiound their cottages ; but it is only 
for tli^ir own fdbfiftence : there is enough^ 
hbwev^r, to fhew that, high as the latitude 
car this country IS, (it is about 66^) it would 
produce pkntifdly for a nuixjerous people j 
but it is *efy thinly inhabited. Through aTl 
Ihe provinces tff Sweden that J have yet tra- 
velled, I am x:onvtnccd that the jrrincipal 
(CfcuTe of -the country being fo thinly inhabited, 
is the fmall number of farmers ; tiiere being 
(Snly peafants, with land enough round their 
c^tages, for the fubfiftence of the people 
*|r*lbm ^hmu Many of thefe little fpot^ 

belong 
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^eiong to them ; and none of the dfildren of 
put will lever brook the ItVing in ^f, worife 
tntnner than their fathers did, which feeml^ 
to be a prevalent idea amongft thein : fo that 
« family iq tt^is ^nation are fUr e to Icaye btft 
one reprefcftiattyv?, u'nkfs fomp gcntjemi* 
buildjs cottages^ and gives ^ifay his land 
flfround tt^em^ whijch it nTiay eafily be ima- 
gined is not very comfnon. This prevent^ 
jpiarriagcs amoftg the fons ; for, as they caii*- 
not have thciT own cottages and lands, thejr 
live at honae nnmarried, with the brother 
who inherits : thus little or no increafc hap*- 
pens, trnlefs by mere accident. But if aH 
thcfe peafants Kved in hired cottages, with* 
orrt any hnd^ aHd the country was cohivatcii 
by great faraiers, who could aflwd to pay 
them money for their labour, the farmers 
Would grqw ten times the produce which i$ 
now produced, and export all that was not 
poiifumed ; which Would be a conftant mo- 
pve to t|jern to increafe their bufinefs, and of 
courfe to fix their ibris in other farms. In 
the cafe3 6f fotoe patriotic pQrfoqs, who have 
made iriiprovetoents jn husbandily, and built 
lioufes, we found, before, that the people In- 
creafed as faft as could be wjihcd. 

Torneo flands better fhaii any other tpwn 
on the gulf, for the trade of Baplanit "vvt^ich 

18 
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is not inconfiderable in furs, fome of which 
are very valuable. It lies near three con* 
fiderable rivers^ which flow through all Swe«* 
^iOx Lapland, and opens a -fmall oommerce 
wkh Norway and Mufcovite Lapland ; fo that 
«t Toraeo I found morfc (hipping than I had 
feoi at any place I had lately been at on th^ 
iea. Ships come from Stod^holm hither, 
kden with all forts of neceflaries for the(c 
northern provinces, and carry their produfU 
back in return. Hence the town is tolerably 
well built, the ftreets broad and flraight, and 
very well pw^, and fome of the merchants^ 
of which there are a good number, very riclu 
They build (hips, and fit them out on trading 
voyages, and make every effort to employ 
fheir money fo as it may bring in good in-* 
i^reft ; but, with all their endeavours, they 
turc not able to increafe the trade of the place» 
further th^n what the faune men would carry 
on at any otlier ; which is owing to a want 
of population, and wealth in the country be- 
hind then) s fq tl^at they are much limited ifi 
|he commodities they export, and alio in the 
quantity of thoie they import* And indeed 
it is generally fpuqd that agriculture, well 
purfaed, muft increafe the people very much $ 
manufaAures will next arife, to fatisfy theic 
wants i and then c^omcs commerccj. 

to 
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to fupply the reft. This is the natural chain, 
and it is in vain to ^ink of breaking or revor- 
fing it. / . : i . ' 

July ^ift I left Tornco, and reached Coy-* 
randumt ' a Uffle town on the coafl> which is 
fubfiftedtjiiefly by fifhing. The inhabitants 
in the moik northerly parts of the two Both- 
nia's haio^' a different appearance from the 
Swedes in the ibuthern provinces of the king* 
dom ; they are lefs informed, of- a (horter 
fkture^ and more irregular in their dre(6» 
inany of them fewing together the fkins of 
;foxes^ and other wild creatures, whofe furs 
are not of value, and make their cloathing in 
a much rougher and more ordinary manner ; 
nor are they fo intelligent or comprehcnfive s 
but they are a Very fimple and harmlefs peo- 
ple, and appear to be very humane. I found 
moft of them exceedingly rcfpeftful and 
civil. Their ordinary faluation is not bow- 
ing, like the Swedes in other parts : thefe 
countrymen take hold of your right-hand, and 
lay it over their left, making ftrange faces at 
the fame time. The next town, of the leaft 
confequence, is Salo, which carries on a 
very fmall trade/ they informed riie ; the dis- 
tance is near eighty miles, which I performed 
in two days. And here let me fay a word or 
two in praife of the little Dalccarnian horfes^ 

which 



j^ TRAYEtstHl^^UGtt 

whk^ hftve bfo^ght me with fuch expeditiori 
thfough fomt of the moft dangerous roads iii 
Earope^ and without hairing once failed us, tho^ 
&^ in nudfvberi and 1 think they look as wellj 
as before they iet opt on a journey of ip many 
hundred mile8# I have fo great a value foi^ 
tbem« that I am determined to carry t}iem to. 
England i and I am noiy fo 9cc«flon^ed (q the 
hard txercf(e of riding thirty en: fpr^y miles a 
day) that I fepl not the leafl inconvenience 
fjromit. 

Augi)(l thf Sd i got to §al6 ; the country 
through which I travelled npt t^ountainQUSy 
being in gei^eral a plain^ fif^Pg i^P^ fmall 
hiUs j much of it well pultivated ; apd, what 
ixirprized me, by farmers who \\\it of thd 
landlords coniklerable tracks of land: theif 
chief riches are cattle; they have large droves 
of blajck cattle^ many iheep». and numeroua 
herds qf hogs* The method in. which thcfe 
farmers pay their labourers, the peafants, is 
m kind : thoib who attend the ihpep have £> 
mwy kept for them with iher farm^er's ^^ thcr 
hog% the fiune ; and the men who take care of 
the^attle have fom/s cows )^pt iot thctx^^ 
The landlords rent is paid in co^li ^nd jcajLtlc# 
All thisis neceflary, ii| a coimtry where ma^ 
tiity is amazingly ftrarce. They .fow- wjjeaf, 
a,nd all the ojUier ^s of grain^ pfjii^ and 

roots. 
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tOQtSi which I hs^ve fccn iq other pvtsof ^f>^ 
den i tho' | dp |iot think their crpps gr^ ^ 
good as in ipouptainous tracks j which I ji^n 
prebend i<£or want of equal ihelteri and dt/ft 
ibil not being fo good as in fip^ll; vales^ thsMI 
receive tlse wafli oi. maOy mountain?. Thft 
turnep andcarrpt props, with fields of ks^** 
they calfiv4tB, I was iiiiormcd, mpre to tlftj. 
aprth than any pjaee where I h&ve bc<n,|, 
which jihews how valuable thefe plants 0x9, 
jbr iUpporttog themfelves 9nd their cattle 
Th^re ^re fome (hip loads of different forts o£ 
provifion? ,th?it go every fumpaer frow Salob, 
for Stockholoi and the fbnthern part? of the; 
Baltic i they do not get nooney in ret^irp, bat; 
fuch maniii^&ures and commo^itte; ^ theyv 
want. 

My PW^ route was to Nicarlby, a little fc*. 
gort town* with forae trifling commerce, near, 
ninety miles from 9aIo. I did not get ther& 
till the 5tbi, twice taking up my. lodging witk 
very hpfpitable farmers. One of them, at a, 
littJe village called Kopingleas, was much ii^^ 
pWQf in hi^ l^h and in his husbandry, %(^ 
an^ thing I bad ktn of latei and thi$, was ^ 
plcf^ngf fircHroft^pce to me, aa I got to his^ 
-hpHfe eviy ia.th« afteraoon. I tpok a walk 
lyjit^ hijji thjpiigh the $eJ4s ngareft ip hiS' 
4welliog; and tbs aecpunt? he gaxe m« ap-* 

peared 
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peiutd very nttonaL His crops were all very 
£ne Md clean i and I obftrred that his com 
fields w6re very numerous, and of large ex* 
tent, fpreading over feveral hills within fight ; 
the fize of his farm exceeding in the whole a 
thoufand acres, and a great portion of it un-^ 
der culture. He gets two quarters of wheat 
an acre, and fomctimes more, three quarters 
of barley and beans, and fometimes four of 
oats ; and his root crops all appeared very 
good. He told me there were feveral other 
farms in the neighbourhood, and that all of 
them belonged to the baron Bothmer, who 
refided conftantly at Stockholm ; that money 
was fo fcarce in this, country, that the other 
tenants paid the agent in kind for rent ; but 
he finding that this was a great lofs to them^ 
from the low prices at which the produifts were 
reckoned, thought of paying in money ; and 
this he planned, from having once ufed the 
fea. All the products of their farms were at 
double the price, at Stockholm, tQ what the 
landlords agents allowed for them. This in- 
duced him to buy a (loop of fifty tons, and to 
hire a couple of failors, to try a voyage to 
Stockholm in September, carrying a loading 
of wheat, barley, pork, beef, mutton, wool, 
furs^ &c. and made it up with timber. The 
experiment turned out as he could with : be 

kept 
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kept his floop, perfuaded one of the failors 
to live with himpn fhore as well as aboaird, 
and made '^n annual trip upon the fame b\3fi- 
.ncfsfor feveral years, payirrg his rent in mo- 
. hey; He found this fchemc fo very advanta- 
geous that, as his hufbandry increafed, by 
improving the bad and wafte lands of his 
farm, he' found he could load his veflel twice 
with the marketable produce of his farm, 
belides what he difpofed of in the neighbo'ur- 
h^dod,; and he has now increafed it to three . 
voyages^ which he makes regularly every 
year, and he himfelf fells the cargo. He has 
built a kind of (hed over a dry dock, where 
he lays up his floop, and is very careful of her. 
She will not hold out many yearsjonger ; how- 
ever he propofes buying one of 80 or 100 
tons, finding the method he purfues of fo much 
tonfequence to his profit ; for this ready fale 
pf his produds enables him every year to 
iriake improvements. He has, fince he aded 
thus, improved a piece of the wafte belonging 
to his farm every year ; which he will conti- 
liue to do, until all is in culture. I fhould ob- 
ferve, 'that his farm lies remarkably well for 
executing this, work ; for it is all on the' fea 
'rcqatl ; , and^ there is a fmall creek runs up 
Ij^J^o a jpent hear his houfe, which has depth 
•^f Water jfufficient for a {hip of two hun- 
\, Vol; in. E .. dred 
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drcd tons ; but at the fame time that he etf- 
joys this advantage, there are hundreds of 
other farms, equally well fituated, around the 
gUlf of Bothnia, whereof the farmers have no 
notion of making fuch an ufe. 

I muft remark, that this inftance is a proof, 
among many others of a different nature, of 
the great confequence of a regular market 
for the farmer in all countries to depend upon. 
This aftive and cnterprizjng man ftruck out 
fo original a way of difpofing of his produd^s, 
merely for want of a toarket at home : had he 
been poffeffed of that, he certainly would not 
have been. at the expence of finding one at fo 
great a diftance^ Thus improvements in hus- 
bandry are not at their higheft value, nor 
indeed can be undertaken in their due extent, 
without a martet for tbe produiSls fo raifed 
being gained* There are many ways of obtain* 
ing it : the increafe of population, caufed by 
the improvements, takes fome ; manufadures^ 
to the full amount of the people's wants, pro- 
vide more mouths^ which carry off another 
large portion ; and then commerce muft be 
brought in, to carry off the remainder ; firfl^ 
by the number of people fhe fixes on the fpot ^ 
and fecondly, by exportation : then the having 
gained a full market for all that can be pro^ 
duced^ is fuch an encouragement to the cla/t 
2 . wbo^ 
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%!ib cultivates the foil, that th^y will ncceffa- 
tily carry their improvements very far : Not 
ib far however as they are capable of going, 
Npvifhotit being puihed on by encouragement 
and example from thofc above them. Of this 
truth fee iiiftances every day, in the countries 
l>€ft peopled, and in general beft cultivated^ 
^nd where all the produSs of the land« fell 
at as high prices as any where elfe. Thus in 
England, \vhat confiderablc tracks of land 
are at this day as wild as if they were in the 
latitude of Lapland^ and amounting, accord- 
ing to the accounts of many knowing per- 
fons, to a fevenlh part of the kingdom ? With 
us no encouragements, no markets are want- 
irig. What therefore Ihould be the rcafon of 
fach a ftrange negledt ? It can be oV^ing to 
nothiiig but the ignorance and obftinacy of 
our lower fort of people, who will not be 
perfuaded that any land can be good for ufe 
that was not cultivated by their forefathers 5 
and this fupincnefs we find amoiigft njen who 
(hew themfelves fo well qualified in the ma* 
nagement of iand^alrcady in culture. There- 
fore, as none of thcfe motives are ftrong * 
enoligh for bringing into cultivation the wafte 
lands of any country, it is abfolutely necefTary 
that public laws and private endeavours be 
-made to co-operate ; which cannot be done, 
D 2 with* 
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without making it the interefl of landlords ta 
undertake and encourage improvements^ be- 
yond that ftanding interefl: which the profit 
of the work always carries with it : for in- 
ftance, it might be advifable to lay heavy 
taxes upon wafl:e lands, as long as they con- 
tinued uncultivated ; and in cafe any old cuf- 
toms or rights, fuch as that of commonage 
upon them, (hould obfl:ru6t fuch beneficial 
laws, then to aboliih all fuch antient cuftoms,^ 
and allow every man to inclofe, and do what 
he thought befl: with every part of his own 
property. There are many other means which 
might be put in execution, in order to pufli 
on all men to a vigorous refolution to improve 
the wafties belonging to them ; and if the fub- 
jedl was coftfidered with any degree of atten- 
tion, numerous methods might be found for 
cflTeituany Snfwering the purpofe. 

It is very furprifing that I fliould not, in 
travelling fo many miles upon the fea coafts 
of Sweden, have met with more infliances of 
this jpenetration than the fingle one of the 
farmer in queftion. This kingdom has a vaft 
line of coafl, numerous bays, gulfs that jet 
far into the provinces, with very many navi- 
gable rivers J and at the fame time that thefe 
opportunities are fo abundant, a vaft track of 
country lies adjacent to them, in the higheft 

5 want 
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Vraht of them^ and to which they would be 
of fuch ufe as to advance the value of the 
lands very confiderably. Surely this fhould 
be a very great motive 'to all the land- 
lords upon thefe coafts, who refide upon their 
eftates, to put in praftice means fo much at 
their command^ of advancing the value of 
them. 

Nicarlby is a place of no great confidera- 
tion. * They told me, it was once a, town 
that carried on a great trade; but when the 
Ruffians over-run the province^ they burnt it 
to the ground, and quite ruined feveral of the 
jgreateft merchants in it ; fince which it has 
never recovered its trade, the commerce at 
prefent carried on here not being at all confi- 
derable. It is not however badly built, and 
the flreets are regular. The churoli' is fmall^ 
but very neaf. They have a trifling manufac- 
ture of very eoarfe woollen goods, for the 
fupply of the neighbouring country ; but it 
does n9t feem to be in a iiourifhing fitua-^ 
^ion. ' 

The 6 th I got to Vero, another little town 
on the gulf, with an exceeding good port, and 
a tolerably built quay, which is the only good 
ftreet in the town. There is a little trade 
upon the coaft, and to Stockholm^ which 
gonfifts principally of timber. There are nojt 
E 3 above; 
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above feven or eight hundred fouls in thp 
place, and it appears to be but a poor one^ 
Waiiay, which I reached ths yth, is a.plac& 
of greater note ^ it has no^ore tra4e> and fe- 
veral merchants, tokrably wealthy^ inha.bit it,^ 
who have £hips of their awa, in which they 
export Jarge quantities, of timber } but they 
want a home denaand, to load their veiTels back 
again ; for the country behind the town, after 
^ fev^ miles, is one continued foreft, ^without 
any cultivated fpots or villages^, and reachca 
from hence quite to the white fea, through 
Dbveral Ruflian provinces, at the diilance of 
near feven hundred miles, and fcarcely any 
inhabitants to be fouod. the whole way« i 
canae accidentally by this knowledge ; for, 
juft after I had ordered fupper, the landlord 
of the inq came in to inform me, that in the 
next room were a fet of gentlemen of the 
town, aflcmbled at a club, who, underftand- 
ing there was a flranger in the* houfe 
fent their compliments to him, inviting 
him to fpend the evening with them. I 
thought I might as well make myfelf ac-^ 
quaint^d with a Swedish club, and therefore 
returned for anfwer, that I fhould be very 
happy in waiting on them ; hut it was my 
l^i^QrtyAe not to undcrdand Swediifh^ and i 
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h^A no interpreter but my fervant. They re- 
plied, that if I unicrftood French, they 
had one among tHem who copld * converfe 
with me ; if not, defirdd I would bring my 
intci^^riitcr. This ivas vdry well ; fo I went 
fo fhcmi andi vtpon my entering th^ room^ 
they all aro^, and received m'e after the man- 
ner of the country* There were nine pf 
thiem 1 one, who, feemcd to be the principal 
man amongft them, and who was the gentle** 
tnah ihit underftdod the French language^ 
was a very xK)rpulent m&n, who complained 
of being much afflifted with the gout. I. 
found he was a merchant in the town, who 
had formerly been captain of a merchant ihipi 
and I obferved that they gave him the title of 
Captain, by way of honour; tho' I fhould 
have thought k, for a rnan of property, ra- 
ther a refledlion. He was about fifty years old, 
a lively, talkative fellow, had travelled 
almofl: every part of the world ; and as fuch 
extenfive travelling, tho' aboard a merchant 
ihip, is very ynpommon, in the remote pro- 
vinces of Sweden, I perceived they confidered 
hiqi almoft as an oracle, and gave way to his 
opinion in moft points. He craved my name, 
ftty country, and my bufinefs Jn Sweden, tho* 
in a good-natured way. Upon my fatisfying 
feim m all thefe particulars, and his informing 
3E -^ his 
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his friends of it, I found I gained much in all. 
their good graces, by thinking their country 
worth viewing thro' curiofity. The reft of 
the company appeared to be merchants, cap- 
tains of (hips, and the better fort of {hop- 
keepers, but all decently and neatly dreffed, 
and feemed, from the manner in which things 
were conduiSled, to be people of fubftance* 
The worft of their company was their pipes i 
they all fmoaked tobacco inceffantly ; and as 
the room was but a fmall one, I thought I 
fhould have been fuffocated at firft. They 
made many inquiries after England, and our 
mariners and cuftoms in many particulars ; ia 
which I fatisfied them, much to their appa- 
rent entertainment. I, in my turn, queftionV 
ed them about the manufadures and com* 
merce of their town and neighbourhood, and 
they gave me an account of every thing 
they could, and I believe a very juft one,' 
They faid the trade of their town was at a 
very low ebb ^ that it was too inconfiderabic 
a place, and the country around it too thinly 
inhabited, to furnifh much trade i but 
that they traded * a good deal all around the 
\3altic, being fatisfied with commerce wherc*- 
ever they found it -, that they generally loadi- 
cd timber for England or Holland, and rhei^ 
got a freight to where-ever they cduld ; if not 

on 
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fbn the merchants account, to whom they fent 
the timber, yet on their own, by taking in a 
pargo of fuch goods as they could get off at 
fame port or other in the Bahic, ^nd never lo- 
fing any opportunity to fell (hip and alL Thii 
commerce, on anaverage of feven years, pays, 
they affured me, very poor intereft for their 
money : now and then they meet with lucky 
voyages, that anfwer grcajtly ; but fometimes 
they are forced to go from port to port, ia 
England an^ Holland^ before they can fell a 
cargo, and p?f haps at laft, after a great lof^ 
of time, under prime coft and charges ^ 
fo that they (hould not make fuch ventures, 
were it not that all their trade depends upon 
keeping fome ihipping in motion, by forcing 
things in this manner. The moft profitable 
part of thefe voyages is the fale of the ihip, 
when it happens, and that they endeavour to 
pu(h as much as poffible, tho'.at low prices,' 
in order to keep their (hip carpenters toge- 
ther, by (inding them conftant work, . One 
of them faid, " Ah ! Sir, we muft be very 
induftrious, through a long life, before wc 
can make a fmall fortune:" which indeed, from 
(he defcription of their trade, I thought trut; 
enough. 

' Upon my enquiring after their manufac- 
tures, they faid they had none, except a fa^ 

brie 
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brie or two 'of very coarfc woollens, for th» 
peafants wear 5 and that Was carried on n^erciy 
bccaufe of imported goods of that fort being 
prohibited, tho* they could buy them in Eng-* 
land and fell them ^t Waffay much cheaper than 
their own manufadurcrs could make them. 
But, faid they, trade is fhackled arid dcftroyed 
by the regulations, prohibitions and laws lately 
made ; fo that if our governors go on much long- 
er as they have done of late^ vrc ihall have no 
trade at all, — not a fhip to navigatfe. We could 
get cargoes of many forts of goods in Eng- 
land, that would go off well in Sweden, but 
we arc prohibited ; and for no good reaifan $ 
for we flboujd not pay for them ^ith money j 
wc could get all with timber, iron, pitch, tar^ 
and hemp,' — ^This would keep our fhips em- 
ployed; whereas your countrymen, finding 
that we do not take your goods, go to 
the Danes m& the Mufcovites, And for 
that matter v^o can blame you ? The' fault 
is aM in our govern men t, 

I cotild uot help fmiling a^t thd warmth bf 
die honeft merchant who faid this -, and, fron^ 
what I have at various times heard, iince I 
left Stociholrft, I muft confefs I do not fe^ 
the policy of the laws in relation to trade>, 
whicb have been lately made in Sweden, 
The merchants complaining is a rule, very 

r^ely 
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rarely a falfe one, to judge by. It may be 
iaida that thefe traders and captains vifibly 
concern tbemfches with nothing more than 
getting freights for their Qiips, and would 
like. any trade« however detrifiptefital to tho 
kingdom, provided it anfwcred their purpofes^ 
But ia reply to this^ it might be ofafervedi^ 
that th/e ftate of the cafe in queflion ftrikes 
0ut all fuch fi^ppofitions ;-^for they wanted to 
trade to a country, againil whom the balance 
always was, in every period of the matual 
comnierce J confequently a iafe and an advan-^ 
(agcops track, upon the very appearance of it. 
They alio wanted to load their fliips out, as 
well as homie, being equally defirous of carry- 
ing oat their own produjfts» as bringing home 
our manufadlures. At the fame time that 
thefe unfavourable circumilances appear^ the 
(lavigation of Sweden i& enlarged, and the moft 
yalu2^b|e part of all her manufadlurea^ (hip- 
building, extended : fo that her eagcrnefs to 
make her fubjedts maqufadure every thing 
for themfelves, was aiming at an impoffibi- 
lity, and being, in all the intermediate fteps,^ 
much too precipitate. 

Upon my enquiring into the ftate of the 
country to the eaft of Waflay, they told me 
it was one unbounded and almofl uninhabited 
foreiVs that no cultivatioa v?as to be met 

with. 



est TRAVELS THROUGH 

with, till I came to the province of Savolaxia; 
and that nine villages out of ten in that coun- 
try were deftroyed by the Ruffians, and the 
people carried off, and fettled in wade tracks 
in Irigria and Carelia, where they were fo 
well treated afterwards, having good lands 
given to every family, houfes built for them, 
and furniihed ; cattle given them and im-* 
plements to cultivate the ground with, and 
at the fame time no taxes taken of them ; 
that they found thcmfelves happier under the 
Ruffian defpotifm than under th^ir own free 
government ; and, as a proof of this, they 
have drawn away whole villages from our 
provinces. Upon my enquiring if it was 
owing to any evils attending the climate or 
foil, or its pfodufts, that fuch a vafl; country 
was in fo wild a flate ; they replied, that, on 
the contrary, it was a country which would 
fupport very numerous inhabitants ^ for the 
foil in the^ales, and upon the gentle hill$, 
was fuppofed to be equal to any in Sweden i 
and that they had lands, much more to the 
north, in a ftate of profitable culture | that 
the forefts are full of very fine timber, which 
would affift the inhabitants ponfiderably in all 
their uhdcrtakings : In a word, that much of 
it was a very defirable country, and wanted 
little befides people to inhabit it. 

This 
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This inftance of fo large a track of country 
being uninhabited, and the emigrations to 
Ruffia, I.muft own, made a ftronger impref- 
fion on me in disfavour of the prefent go- 
vernment, than all the circumftances I had 
heard before 5 for I take it to be, of all others, 
the ftrongeft proof in the world, that there is 
an eflcntial mifchief preying in the vitals 
of a country, when its inhabitants leave 
it, to fettle in the lands of other potentates. 
Men, who are brought up to the arts, 
to commerce, and are the inhabitants of 
towns, often emigrate, without a country 
being in any refped on the decline, and evea 
without its being a fign of any evil in the 
government 5 becaufe there are always.unquiet 
Ipirits, and broken fortunes, in thofe clafles, 
that will ever be rambling : but for the pea- 
iants to find their lot fo hard, as to quit the 
country of their fathers, from a*profped: of 
meeting with a better fate in another, and 
even in an enemy's country, is perhaps, of all 
other proofs that could be brought, the 
ftrongeft, to fliew that; a government is very 
bad, or very badly adminiftred. 

One in the compaay upon feeing me folli- 
citous in thefe enquiries after thefe tracks of 
wafte country, faid, " If you are a gentle- 
man of curiofity in thefe things, you may 

con- 
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convince yourfclfof it : I have a fmall eftate 
on the north point of the Holla lake, where 
lare a family or two I have fettled on it j I novi^ 
and then take an excurfion thither, for the 
amufemcht of {hooting and fiffiing; if you 
will accompany me thither, I will attend you> 
and perhaps I may (hew fome fporting you 
tvill like.' — I thanked him for this offer, which 
pleafed me, on the firft mention of it, but 
told him that I feared I ffiould be troublefomc 
to him in it, and that if he did nor undertake 
the journey foon, it would not be in my 
power to accept the kind offer, becaufe I was 
tender a neceffity of travelling fome hundreds 
of leagues before winter. My good-natured 
Swede anfwered, that my company, fo far 
from being a trouble, would be a picafurc to 
him, and that he would fet out as foon as I 
pleafed, as the time was perfedly equal to 
him ; that Kis friend Mr. Schronburn (in the 
company) was to go with him, and he be- 
lieved fetting out foon would fuit him too 5 
which being affented to, the 9th in the 
morning was fixed for our departure. Upon 
my faying that I was bound for Petersburg, 
they informed me that I might have the 
choice of two roads; either acrofs Swcdifli Fin- 
land to Abo/ if I wanted to fee that province^ 
and then to coaft the gulf of Finland to Pe- 

terfburg j 
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ief (burg 5 or elfe that I might ftrike down 
fouth-eaft to Wyburg, and fo to Pcteriburg^ 
Which would be a very (hort cut,— This I 
faid I would confider of. I asked Mr. Hir^ 
feel ([for ths^t was the name of the merchant 
who made nie the pfFer) how many miles it 
ivas to his eftate ? He faid^ about one hun-« 
dred and twenty, which would be near three 
days journey, if I was well mounted. He 
faid there was a cottage, about forty miles 
from WaiTay, where we could lodge the firft 
night i but that the fecond muft be fperi^: on 
our horfes, for there were no more houfes.— 
This is no gteat incoavenience, in a climate 
that has fuch long days. 

This point being fettled, we proceeded in 
our converfation, and fupper relieved me for 
a time from the effluvia of their pipes. % They 
had ordered the beft entertainment the town 
could afford : the fiflb was the principal, and 
the beft part 5 there was alfo wild fowl and 
venifon. The wines were tolerable, fome 
from Spain, but chiefly Rhenifli ; however^ 
there were three or four in the company that 
feemed to pay their addreffcs to a bottle of 
brandy, more than to any other liquor j fo* 
they had drank it feveral turns, as if it was 
a common beverage. All the people in thcfe 
northern kingdoms are immoderately fond of 

fpi- 
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ipirituous llquots : the fcvbrity of a long ti^In*» 
ter leads them into it fo much, that they do 
not eafily leave it off in the famiftcr, and the 
excefs to which they carry it is very prejudicial 
to their health. After fupper they all took to 
their pipes again, to my no fmall mortifica- 
lion ; and puihing the bottle about pretty 
briskly, they were not long altogether fo 
clear-headed as I could have wifhed for, in 
prder to have gained fome tnore intelligence. 

As it was fettled that I ihould be in town 
all vhe next day, the principal among them, 
^he captain, invited me to dine with him^ 
and at the fame time asked as many of the 
company as their avocations would allow. I 
^accepted his invitation, and went accordingly, 
and found a company of fix or feven -, among 
whom was a clergyman, an elderly man, of 
.an agreeable afpedl; as he did not under* 
ftand French, I wa$^ fome time with but little 
converfation with him ; but he asking me if 
I fpoke Latin, I was taken by furprizc,' and 
after a little confufion, recoUeded myfelf 
enough to carry on a tolerable converfation 
with him afterwards, and found him a fen- 
fible, modeft man. I asked him his opinion 
of the prefent ftate of Sweden, mentioning 
what had been told me the night before. He 
faid, the account was a very true one^ as to 

all 
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ail this country : ' I replied, laws that were ge- 
neral muft generally afFeft the whole king- 
dom, and be equal every where i he faid no ; 
that there were great exceptions in many 
inftanccs in favour of the nobility, and their 
lands. Upon my mentioning the fubftancc 
of fom^ convcrfations I had had with a noble- 
njan of Stockholm (meaning Baron Miftlcr), 
he faid that it was partly true; but moftly in 
reference to the nobility ^ and aiTured me 
that in feveral inftances Sweden was in a very 
indifferent condition. 

Part of this (as I juft now remarked) is, I 
believe, true; and, as I haveelfewhere obferved,. 
there is alfo great appearance of general good 
in the regulations and laws lately made for 
the encouragement of ufeful undertakings; 
and, what is of yet more confequcnce, the 
appearance of the peafants, &c. and the eafy 
.manner in which they live, and through moft 
of the provinces pn the other fide the gulf of 
Bothnia, is a ftrong prefumption that there is , 
no great degree of opprcffion among them. 
Therefore, the bad ftate of aflfairs in the 
caftern provinces, muft te owing in fome niea- 
fure at leaft to fome local caufes, that have 
not a general cfFeft. In this I was the rnore' 
confirmed from mentioning the very bad ap- 
pearance the emigration of the peafants in the 
Vol. III. F provinces 
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provinces adjoining the Ruffians made, whlcl^ 
looked like a very tyramiical goverooient ; thatji 
lie faidy was not kf ftrong a» inftaace at it 
might feem > fot he belkved tbey did not fy 
much fly from oppreffion or want at homCj m 
io temptation abroad ; for the Kuflkns had 
emiiO&ries conftantly among (hem^ prgmifi^g 
mountains of rewards to alt thofe that would 
lettle in Raffia ; and as they fully performed 
every thing to many of the &rft emigrants/ 
it induced nuo^rs to follow their iexAmple ;. 
aad r muft allow that the eacouragjencnfi 
^ven by the Ruffians was fo much greyer 
than h was poffible they fhould well recei^ 
in their own country^ without having eveiy 
thing in it re^erfed; tliAt they were reaUf 
bribed away» in hopf^ that the fmie of theif 
treatment would oceafion a continual incr^a^ 
in their numbers^ which has certainly tgkem 
place; though ilie emigcant$> I am ioforiDeiCJ^ 
4o not receive the iame encouragement as jbr^ 
merly^ Therefore^ lathis inftance, th^ d^r 
populations of our provinces is not to bi^ ftttci^ 
f)Qted toanv a^ve evil at home, but to the 
artful fuggeflions^ of< « very cuoniog aei^- 
hour. — I replied, that it was ver)r bad pQlitics^ 
yi the government to allow of fiichemigrl-* 
tions; that they fhould have flopped th^em by 
force, if a. £mple law would not have had 

the 
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the eflb£k«^*-^c agreed in this» but fiiid tlut 
if the dtoigraling pcaftdU Iked not apon tfao^ 
liftates of the nobitityi diej oared very Imle- 
abdtit tbcir ftaying in Sweden, or going to 
Rttffift ? ih^ wocfby clergyman fordier obfer* 
ved) that there was^ not in thefe frontier pro^ 
iSfk^es one paftor tp ten iocks i fo that thts 
people had never an opportunity of being in<' 
formed in any refpddt of ^vhat they owdt to 
their native couittry. 

. My friend the Captain^ who had madetho 
ei&terCdiiiaientt obferved that ali this was very 
true; bat that the origin of their evilrwit 
fiifiering^ the Mtiicovites to conquer the Pro* 
vincea aronnd the gulf of Finland; for thaf 
brottght them a nerghbour that could not fant 
prove deftro£tive in every rcfpect. When that 
nation was (hut out from the Baitick,^ Sweden 
poflelfled moft of the export trade which (he 
now enjoys on that fea ; and he juiUy ob&tved 
that thi^ was owing altogether to thcr tni^ 
ehieffr brodght.on his country by tfaatrntdman 
Ch«r)es XIL This was a propofition th^t 
Hobody^ couid coatradid; for the truth of it 
wsa evident : but I remarked that Swedea 
hflid enough left to carry her to a much higher 
pitch c^ vreialth and prc^perity than (ht at pr<« 
Iftrtt eajdycd J her bufincfs therefore was not 
•t&Vegiret what cou^d not be recallod> but to do 
♦ Fa. what- 
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whatever her prefent fituation denpiandM to 
snake amends for pad failures. Tbey all feem* > 
ed much more to wi(h than to expect this. 

The nicxt morning I fet otit for Mr* Hir^ 
«rs tcrfitoryiT having infifted u^n providing 
my baggage, horfes^ &c. the neccffary provi- 
iions for the whole jqurriey, which I thought 
was the leaft I could do in return for their 
civility. Both Mr. Hirzel and Mr. Scboriv*- 
brun were mounted on little horfes likcmiher. 
which they j^ere call North-country horfes* 
For a few miles from Waflay, the country is: 
partly cultivated ; that is^ you here aad there: 
fee a village, with fome cultivated lands about 
it ; but they are thinly fcatterdd : and we. pre-, 
fcntly got iirto the wilds, wherein is no appear-* 
ance of any inhabitants ; and this continuec^ 
. through the whole day's journey of forty miles^ 
till we came to a mifcrable cottage, ; which ia 
a kind of flraglcr from a xicighboumg village, 
which is half depopulated* The country ia 
chiefly compofcd of one conitinucd forcft, the 
trees of which are of a very fine and beauti* 
ful growth. I was curious to take notice of 
the appearance which'tbe land carries in the 
tracks where it is clear of timber, and found 
that it is in general covered with ar tolerr 
able grafs; and the foil is a good rich colopfr 
ed loam, tending to a clay; but in fome pgr.ts 
ftoney; evidently much fuperior to that of 

•many 
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many placesan Sweden which aremoft profitably 
cultivated. It was therefore, extremely plain, 
that it was not a fault in the country, which 
h^s been the occafipn.of its defolate ftate. 
. The few incloiiires around the cottage were 
a proof aifo of this; for although the peafant 
did nqt ikctn to be one of the moft induf- 
tHons ; yejt he had ycry good crops of barley 
;iknd oats, and alfo of turneps, and he had a 
herd of cows which fed upon the wafte^.with 
a parcel of young cattle, none of which feemr 
ed in their looks to compUin of their paf? 
t»re, 

I &t my bed up in the fame room in which 
fny fellow-travellers madp theirs, of clean 
ftrawj upon^ which they fcfemed to repofe'as 
well as on any down; which .was not jthi9 
jvorfe fbr an hearty fuppcr we had mide^on 
fi/h ^aijd ham ; ^nd they paid their refpecSte 
pretty moderately to the brandy -and the wine 
J had brought, which, with a continual fmSDakr 
ing, feemed td pafs aw?y the evening much 
tqthigjr fatisfa^tion. The next? morning w5e 
^ontirtued our journey, through ^ wild CQimh 
try, whiph Ifhould apprehend muft havcbeca 
once tplerajjjy inhabited; for. we had a great 
road' alt the way, though. . overgrown with 
grafs and w?fids, but faw not the leaft appear- 
ance gf ap.y habitation. ,Xhe timber in. this 
:3 - i . F 3 region 
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region is veiy fine^ and in vaft. quiuititieii 
and the foil in mo&, {daces rich and deep : it 
is-ioipoffible but a g^od government adively 
exerted, might people^fiich tracks of ccumtryj, 
fo very defirable, compared with many odiers, 
ixfeil flocked with inhabitants* We rode 
about thirty miles; and then^ aligfatingr taru^ 
•d our horfes to graze; and, fpreading our doih 
«nd provifions on a dry green bank; well 
iheltered with wood, by the fide of a ftream, 
vve made an hearty n^al^ and refted ouriUve^ 
about four hours» all of us getting- a nap 
for refre£bment : we then iet forward at aD 
eafy pace ; and, travelling through the twilight, 
we reached the banks of the great lake, oti 
which, my friend's plaatation is, abouf two 
o'clock atr noon of the i itfa« 

The country here is very fine.^ The lake 
is a noble one, of a varying breadth^ from 
three to more than twenty < miles over i and 
the length is above an hundred ; there are 
numerous ifl^ids in it, fome of them two or 
three miles broad, and many others. lefs^ At 
the northern point of it, is one of theie iflands, 
$bdut two miles from the main land, which 
is a part of Mr. HirzeFs pofleflim^ We.came 
4own to a few cottages on the (hore, which 
he has built, and where a fldop lies always In 
readinffs \o ^ariy him ovcr^ into this we^got, 

leaving 



jka^^lng JOtHT borfes in a bam by diecotcage^ 
^nd taking all our ;|>aggage with us in the vef- 
ieL In crofling the water, I was much ik- 
li^bted t^idi the vlev^j the hills in ferae 
jplaces rife ivery boldly £mm the lake, which 
Jbt^a b^utiful efie£):, as the w^ioletteuntry is 
pQVCfc^ with thick woods. The xfland is 
/c!^ miles long, ^ndtliree brood, confiding ^ 
.5irafiousland, but in general high and dry, and 
impB: bf ic a wood : Mr. Hftzd b«ik a (ball 
^life here, of four rooms on a ^oor, having 
two tolerable <piar]ai;irs, and <he whok neatly 
fami(hed: in it we found a ^bnra^ and his 
jfanoilyi who ]jias the management of a fdiall 
^rm^ near it arc fearns^ ftahles, and other 
nfikres ; and ibur qottages, twhlch he alio built, 
and are inhabited by peafants i td each of 
^hbm he aSi^ned a foiall farm, which he 
^obliges them to cultivate very neatly. Jft is 
-^ighly ncccflary that they fliould be good far- 
p*cft ; for the fubfiftcuce of thcmfblves and 
'^tlle much depends on it, being at fuch a 
^ftante from ^BV other habitation. Mr. Hirr- 
tttoire&s his own manager fo, as to oblige 
hitiji always to have good ftore of all products 
%efonJ 'jband. He has a cellar well filled, 
aplenty pf fifh and g^jne at coniihand ^ and his 
^arm yields him all common provifions, with 
^i^d^'fowlsrYo that he is always fare oif find- 



.7* T R AVE L S THUOU GH 

ing good eating and drjnkiog.: rhe.lias.a laige. 
bbat-houfe, UDdcr.which. his floOp can cun;:i 
and feveral open boats. After dinner .we:todc: 
a walk about his fkrxn> which iiecaied (o be: 
very well managed^ and the crops good ; at. 
which I do not wonder; for the foil of the- 
iiland is a fine blacky dry.deep mold, pecdiari^ 
]y adapted^ I ihould fuppofe, for all huflsaa;*. 
dry applications. As I had exprefied adefire 
of failing a little on the* lake^ for the ple^Au'e 
of viewing the woods, Mr, Hirzcl manned the 
iloop, in the morning of the xath; and ,ha«* 
ving laid in a flock of proviiions and my bed, 
faid, he would make a three days voyage for 
my entertainment 5 he fleered foath by - the 
eaft fhore, and returned by the weft : we made 
many leagues, having a favourable wind, gain- 
ing very near the fouth end of the lake; no- 
thing could be more agreeable; the water 
beautiful, and the furrounding country ex-- 
tremely various. We lived well; for his nets^ 
jind hooks were excellently managed, and- 
iupplied us with many forts of fine fifli io 
great p?rfeftion, which, we drefled and ekt - 
with an admirable ftomacb. We caught oiie* 
carp that Wj^ighed fi?cteen pounds, and Mt. 
Hir^el told me that he has taken them of a ^* 
larger fize; but they are not fo well ts^fted as '■' 
thofe of about (1% pr fcven ppunds. Here are ' 
-J; * 'aha 
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alio pike^ and tench, but not equal to wb^t I 
have eat elfewKere -, eels exceeding good ; a:nd a 
£(11 about the iize of a trout^ and x>f the £imo 
fhape^ but much fuperior flavour^ which they 
call Bjmza. — I mufl confefs th^t.this was ono 
of the uiofi: ^reeable voyages I had ever made^ 
Wfi bad about half a day in which the wind 
being brifk» the waves ran pretty high, and 
gavejus the exercife of beating over them. 

The 15th, Mr. Hir:^el dedicated to (hoot- 
ingv for which fport we did not go off the; 
ifland ; he had a lea(h of fpanieU there that 
found us plenty of gamcj thefe were phcafantsi 
and ha^es^ with a few partridges; but none, 
of. theixi equal in taile to the fanrie ibrts ia 
EjogUnd y we had a very good day's work to 
range about only a part of the ifland ; and, ha- 
ving killed game enough for our ufe and 
atnuiexpent, returned home* 

Mr. Hirsel informed me that he had this, 
ifland^ which contains about eight thoufanda^ 
cre3of land, and a track contiguous to the cot«*. 
ta|^s where we firft took water^ of more than, 
four thQuf^nd , more, by being the principal 
crqditQr of a man at Abo, who failed; they 
w«-pi'Valued at the price of the countryi and 
rated to him for fomcthing more than three 
thomfand pounds ; but he had tbem under five 
^pd ^v^enty hundred, which is not four of our 

"/ (hillings 
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ihillings an acre for the fee fimple, including 
all the fine woods on them. I exprefled my Or 
ftoniibment at thi-s ; but he replied^ that be 
had loft confiderably by the purchafe; having 
bought it for a country-feat for plcafure, tha^ 
when he purchafed it k did not yidd a (inglis 
ihilling; and that the fiims which he had hi* 
therto laidout^ did not much more than pay the 
intereft of them. I anfwered^ that ftilllfhould 
conceive the purchafe might be made to anfwer 
extremely welU by improving the Jahds and 
converting them into farms : He faid^ no ; he 
was very fearful that no money would arife^ 
if it was all improved ; for markets were at 
filch an immenfe diflance, that they could pay 
in nothing but produ&s* But faid he» I have 
hopes of making it anfwer ano Aer way. Fron) 
the very fouthermofl point of the lake, there 
is a confiderable river which falls into thfe 
gulf of Finland ; at the mouth of it there i$ 
a fmall trading town, which increafes in (bip- 
jjing and commerce every day ; upon that ri- 
ver there is a great forefl-, which belcmgs to a 
nobleman f and the merchants are tmplo^^ 
at prcfent in negotiating with him for Jib^fty 
to cut what timber they pleafe on his efbte ; 
if they fucceed, they defigh to be at thcexr 
pence of cutting a fbort canal to efcape a KaD, 
in order to carry down the timber to their 
- /hipping^ 
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Ibi^ings if^t 16 tfkAcd, there will be a 
ftaifigation epcQei from this ifland into the 
^If <^ Fidlfuid I and I £haU poflefs ar market 
at o^e for my timber, which will turn to 
great(«r account than any thing elfe that could 
bedpne i and after tt^ timber is cleared, I can 
thfea apply- it to hu(bandry*pnrpofes, as the 
fifne market will carry my rents received in 
kind of tenants, or raifed bymyfelf to the fame 
marked as my timber. So that the moment 
the merchants fucceed, my plan is to go and 
fdttlc at Pitees, (the name of the town) that 
I' may be on the fpot, and I fhall there, from 
fuperiar adYantggcs, be able to carry on a 
^Feat^r trade than at Waflay ; befides the ad« 
vantage of exporting the produfts of this e- 
i^ate. If I (hould ever be able to execute 
thefe jAmSy my purchafe here will turn out 
the lockiefl; event of my life; and might foon 
ei)ahle me to boy larger tracks of land upoh 
the lake ; for mbft of the landlords live at 
Stockholm, and would know nothing of fuch 
a navigation being executed any more than of 
wie in Iceland : for thcfe tracks are all fo de- 
itrt, that very few of them yield any thing to 
their owners. But by my transferring my 
l>ufinefs ta Pitees, I fliould be on the fpot to 
|i)ake advantage of every event as it happened 5 
^ -T i -• ^ • • ■ , and 
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and it would be doubly advantageous to it^e, a* 
I (hould be the e^cporter of my own produds^ 

I asked him, if be did npt apprehend the 
merchants would oppofe any qavigatiop but 
their own» as his timber would be brought to 
rival theirs i He replied, they could not ; for 
the river is the boundary of the Ruffian and 
Swediflidoinunions> and is free by treaty ; there* 
fore the n^oft that could be dope would bo 
the eftabli(hment' of a fmall toll. That Fitee$ 
was part Swedifli and part Ruffian, one part 
of the town being in Caulia> and the other in 
i^yland; which was found, in many circum- 
ilanc^s of trade, to be a prodigious advantage, 
and was one reafonof'tbe town flouri(hing» 
I could not comprehend clearly how he made 
this out, for he did not explain bimfelf. But 
it ^ippearcd evidently to me that he has a very 
fair chance of his purchafe proving a fortune 
to him ; and theplanhe has laid forrmakingtha 
beftof it,feemsto be pcrfc<aiy well confidcred. 

It is aftonifhingto reflect w the vaft import-- 
anceof maijufadurcs and commerce on the 
value of land: here afe twelve thoufand acres,, 
moft of them cjver*d thickly with the fineft 
timber bought for four {hillings an acret thp 
fee iimple i the foil rich and fertile ; materials 
for building of courfe, from the plen-r 
iy of wood in the greateft profufion 5 a fine 

lake 



iake well ftored with quantities of &{h, and 
the wockis fall of game : In a word, every a£-* 
tide of provifions to be procured in the great-* 
eft plenty. But for want ofmanufadures and 
trade^ the value is nothing— What would not 
fuch'a track fell for in a well-peopled and in-^ 
duftrious country ; in England^ Holland or 
France? This fofficiently ihews the great con^ 
fequenoe of populatiob. I have heard it afked 
in England^ when the decreafe of our numbers 
has been the topic of difcourfe^ of what 
confequence is the matter of population ? It 
is plaioy we have men enough for our armies 
and our navies ; and our lands are cultivated ; 
I haire a .^ofand pounds a year, which does 
not fall to nine hundred, although our popu- 
lation it is faid has fuffered. And I muft con- 
fcf^^. that when I have heard fuch difcourfes, 
although I by no meahs approved their prin^ 
ciple, yet did I not clearly fee the confequen- 
C€«. This , copntry fupplies one with ^n an- 
fwcr at once. . The rental of a private gen*^ 
tinman's eftate depends on the fum total of the 
nation's population. If there are fcarcely any 
ierhabitaQifi, asinthefe provincesof Sweden, the 
eillNte will fell for four (hillings an acre timber 
andalls but if the country is full of inhabitants^ 
like E^ngland, it will fellfor twenty pounds, and 
the i timber perhaps for two hundred more^ 
*.4 ; Between 
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Between fudi difknt extrtfttm there #iU ceN* 
tafolj be naitny degileei^ and foakt of them fd- 
Acti to each <»ther^ that it will bt diffienlt t<>- 
Ibe their dUHiiAidftsi but fiich ire evid^ntty 
tfit befalg^ and jaii;tft eref be fotmd in propot^ 
tion ta theiiambcf of thepeopk; if agriceltutr^ 
couhi alone find tnontbaenoegh to eat op ^n^ 
confbme aU the pmdndt £be raifer, theti an-^ 
nnfk^res and cMilmerccf irauld hot in thkf 
light be MceflarjTi but St kr tvttf where 
known Aat il tenritoiy compfeatly cnkiiteted^" 
will provide food 56e. Sot a greater nooibef 
of posph tfaaa ate eotpkiyed in the cokiva- 
tixm : htttte arkca the dedodiea, diat maiitt^ 
fadliirea and coimnarce artt but othei oanlel 
xvinl popohttiQiif ^which can wnif be gaiflbB 
hf thmr cacana. 

Fram this illatd oStay liriend Mr. Uaz^ I 
was detecttuiied what route i fiioiHd taktU 
BemtHmtg: tfoaa eonideratien^ and a£txp 
waakiog ' saaof ctiquirkr I refbived to ge 
through the ptovince of SasK^kx te; the capii^ 
ol il^ the otAf town of any note iii it, which 
is Njflot; ami theatte to Wyborg in my way 
to the Ruffian capital* The lydiy in thfc 
iBomifig.I took my leave of Mr. Ifirzel anS 
hisfriendt andietofffbrPexaixiay ^litdetoWn 
at the diflance o£ feventy miht; which is afi 
through the forcft : it took me two days ; but 
5 Imet 
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1 itiet with na hQu£3Si{ therefore all my refrdh- 
ment and reft was a i^eal taken oa th^ grafs^ 
and a nap opop the fame pillow. | iiav« 
feeo a Swediih mspf, which places . (ovm vi)^ 
lages in this road; bat I hadnow fuiBcient rc9^ 
ion topcQi^un^e it erroneous: the cooatryr 
is all a rich, ioill, and covered in saoft pfoceft 
very fhwklyr^itMnie tirabcc; A, couotryii 
which,: wopkj feed nqrocrou* inhabitants i 
and is aU ^^goirably watered j for I was mor«^ 
than pnce-in fight of great lakes ;: hut it is ia 
themoft defobte condition^ and yields aot 
any advantago to its poile^rs. From Pexama 
to Nyflot is between fifty and fizt^ miles $ all 
t|« way . on the hanks of tt very nohk hdeev 
mbif^ fromitfi narrcRnrneifi and winding coude^ 
has exadly the appearance of a gceae rivw. 
The country is ail Ibreft j but I faw two or 
thr«c villages J ?it one of which I took np my 
lodging; there were; fome fnndl farms, which 
appeared to be t^erably cultiyafed; *ndl 
found that this lake, along which I had pa0ed> 
waa navigable quite to the- gdpb of Fin- 
land* and that the 'villages I faw were owing- 
to this circumftance j for the timber of the 
foreft was convey 'd thither to advantage) and 
the cuttingandpr^aring it found employment 
for the paople. 

Nyflet 
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Nyflot is a little neat town beautifully fitua- 
ted in a nook of land, that runs into the lake, 
with which it is chiefly furroundcd. The 
church is a new building and handfome ; the 
ftreets arc fome of them well paved and to- 
lerably built ; and there was an appearance of 
wiealth among the inhabitants, all of which 
I found was owing to the timber trade: 
for two or three miles round the town the 
country is well cultivated, and fhews plainly 
what the reft of it is capable of, did it poffcfs 
the fame advantage of a market. 

The jift in the morning I left Nyflot, and 
took the road to Wyburg, which is at the di- 
ftahcc of 60 milfes: the firft day carried me into 
Caulia in the Ruffian territories, where I was. 
forced to hire a frcfti fervant to ferve me as an 
interpreter; but unfortunately I /could only 
geta Ruffian, that undcrftood Swedish, which 
language I began to fpeak a little : fo I hired 
him for the prefent ufe till I got to Peters-* 
burgh* 

, Upon entering the Ruffian territories, I was 
convinced, that the intelligence I had riecdv- 
ed at Wa0ay was true; that the Ruffiansf 
tempted the Swedes to fettle in their provin- 
ces, and at the fame time took all means '^f 
increafing the population of their dominions ^ 
for I not only faw and converfcd with many 

Swedes, 
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Swedes,, but the country was upon the whole 
Well . peopled with BLuffians, JFar fuperior to 
the 5wedife^pjpvince$ in their beft diftridts 
that 1 have been in. All of it was cultivated, 
tho' ;iot highly, iitid every thin^ -carried the 
appearance of a thriving country, that had 
nothing :to complain of. I arrived at Wyburg 
the 2 2d i it IS a place of confiderable trade, 
which has increafcd gfcatly of late years, by 
the encouragements it has received from the 
ftui^ans. Vrfft quantities of timber are ex- 
ported from hence ; fo that the harbour, 
which is a very good one, is fcldom, while 
the fea is open, without many ftiips in it* 
The provinces of Caulia and Kexholm fur- 
m(h this timber, and great quantities come 
from Savolax tfirough a part of Sweden; this 
titober trade has increafed prodigioufly fince 
tblc Ituflians cut a fine canal to open a com- 
munication with the northern lakes, by 
which means" trees are brought from the dif- 
tairice'of four hundred miles in rafts, arid for 
^ great part of the way five men are fufRcient 
to Bring down ten thoufand rafts. 

' The 23d I fet out for Pcterfburg, which is 
two days journey, the diftance about fixty 
miles. The country, though fo near the ca- 
pital of the Ruffian empire, is not all culti- 
vlaited, . which furprized me mucbi a great 

' "fot; IIL G part 
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part of it condfts of forefls» and there are 
many marfhes ; but ilill it is much fuperior 
to the Finland provinces of Sweden^ better 
inhabited and better cultivated. But here it 
ii time to take my leave of Sweden ; how- 
ever, I fhall add fome general obfervations I 
made on the people of that kingdom. 

CHAPTER III. 

General ReJkSiions on the State of Sweden-^^ 
Religion — Learning — The fine Arts — Man^ 
ner of Life — Government — Agriculture'—' 
Manufa£lures — Commerce — Wealth^— PopUf^ 
lation — Travelling. 

THE common idea of the Swedesj^ 
which I have gathered from converfa- 
tion and reading, has been that of their be* 
ing good foldiers, adlivc, brave, and hardy f 
but that few of them are ingenious, or have 
abilities to make a figure in other arts or walks 
ih life. This has been owing to the adlion^ 
that were performed by Charles XII. which 
were ftch proofs of their courage, that the 
reft of Europe too foon believed they were 
capable of being famous in war alone., 1. 
profcfs myfclf clearly againft thia idea, which 
I am confident is a v^v^i falfe one; they make 

good 



good foldkrs it is. true^ but th^y are capable 
of ^ makiDg any , thing clfe. I have attended 
v^ith as much afliduity as I was able> and up-- 
on all the opportunities that I have had in my 
power, which have been many, I think 
they feem to have as good parts as any other 
nation in Europe, and much fuperior to ibme« 
They are by ho means dull of apprehenfion; 
are ready in their anfwers upon any fubjeft 
with which they are acquainted; have no- 
thing of phlegm in their charader: they are 
in general as chearful a nation as I know, not 
a noify buftling people that are one moment 
in grief and the next laughing : they have 
not fo much vivacity as the French, but I 
think the;y have, upon the whole, as much 
as the Englifli. They are in general a very 
patient and an induftrious people, and capa« 
oie, with proper encouragement from the go- 
vernment, of making a great progrefs in the 
arts and iciences, and in manufactures and 
commerce ; all which are very valuable qua-* 
lities when they meet in a nation of fuch ac'* 
knowledged bravery. 

Refpefling religion, they are guided in a 
great meafure by plain good fenfe j though a 
free country, they are not peftercd with noify 
feSs ; neither are they at all violent in the 
condudlof the cftablifticd faith; and, altho* 

G 2. a grfi 
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a great part of the kingdom is very ignoranf^ 
yet Ifaw fewer figns of faperftition than in any 
country I have been in^ Holland and Englaud 
alone excepted. 

Among the Better fort of people, and the 
higher ranks, there is a great deal of learning : 
a good education in S^reden fits a ilian t6 
ftiinc in any country in Europe : in their 
fchools they learn Greek, Latin, French, 
Englifli, and German j fo that there are very 
few inftances of a young man's underftanding 
the dead hnguagcs, and not at the fame time 
being mafter of two or three very ufeful liviiig 
ones, which is much more than can be faid 
of our youth in Engliand, 

They Have feveral univerfities, which are 
provided with very able profelTors ; in tjiefe 
ieminaries, the favourite knowledge Is natural 
hiftory and the mathematicks j and herein 
they Ihew their good fenfe as much as any 
nation in Europe ; for there are no other 
parts of knowledge that deferve fo much at- 
tention, the reft being for ornament alone f 
but thefc are ufeful in every branch of life. 
Many of their mathematicians are in general 
iefteem, as they are very rarely, without feve- 
ral whofe works are known to all Europe^ In 
natural hiftory they are unrivalled ; but they 
do not owe their fame in this branch 

merrfy 
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merely to Linnaeus, for before he was born, 
this ftudy was the favourite one in their uni- 
verfities,' an4 they have produced many mca 
that gdned thpm great reputation for their 
Works, but they h^ye fincp been eclipfcd by 
Linnaeus, and his numerpqs 4ifciples. 

I have been jn many mixed companies in 
Sweden, and I do not remember cpnvcrfing 
with any g<^ntleman that had not a confiderr 
able fljare of l^nowlcdge, and plainly (hewed 
pn moil: topics that he had had the advantage 
of an excellent education. 

They arp moft deficient in the polite arts; 
you look in vain for a painter, a poet, a flatu- 
lary, or a ipufician. Jf the Abbe^ da Bos's 
fyfl^im is a juft on^, this is the fault alone of 
their $:lin>ate, but without attributing it to 
phyfical caqfes, we m^y find a reafon in the 
poral opes. The fine arts never make a great 
progrefs in any country, till it becomes im^ 
inenfely rich, and very luxurious : the arts 
are the children of luxury ; without a great 
flow of e^pence running through every clais 
of the people, wp may pronounce that a na«- 
tion is not riph enough for the fine arts to 
fettle among them ; the artifts that excel 
fiiuft always be fure of fomcthing more than 
a competency, they muft have affluence j they 
9re generally men of warm imaginations, and 
G 3 Jbvcfr 
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lovers of pleafurc. They muft indulge theii; 
inclinations, and not be crampt in poverty, 
while they are attempting to procluce works 
that (hall be the admiration of fuccecdinif 
ages. Hence all the famous ages in which 
the arts have rifen to a great degree of emi- 
nence froni many very famous men, bein^ 
cotemporaries, Have univerfally been the 
ficheft and moft luxurious ages in the world ': 
riot that wealth is alone fufficient without 
luxury. The Dutch are very wealthy, biit 
they are not a luxurious nation; artifts would 
Jlarvc there in the midft of riches. Both 
luxury and wealth abound in the kihgdoms'of 
Afia, 'but then a d'efp'otifm exceffively fevere, 
dcftroys every nobler effort of the mind. ' " 
The Swedes have ho poets: fome attempt 
that fortbf compolitioh, but it is always in La* 
fin, and confequeritly of no merit : their 
painters never rife higher than very bad por^ 
trait ones: the fannie faflirbn obtaining in Sweden 
as in England, where till very lately we had 
riothing; but portrait painters, becaufe no 
others met' with any encouragement. Yoii 
hear very good* niufic at Stockholm, but it is 
all by German muficians. ^ This is not there- 
fore a kingdom' to which any perfon wbiild 
refort tobe entertained by the fine arts. 
' '4 ''' " ^ " They 
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They have a theatre at Stockholm, oa 
which, during a part of the year is reprefent- 
•d French comedies, fometimes concerts, and 
oratorios, but the times of ading are -very ir« 
regular ; not meeting always with encourage*- 
ment enough to keep it open even in the wii;i* 
ter; fo that it has been known to be (hut 
Hp for two years together. Another thing 
w.hich takes much from the gaiety of this 
capital, is, the court not being at all brilliant i 
which is owing in fome meafure to the fmall-* 
nefs of the royal revenue, and to thcprefent 
jftate of parties, which occafions many of the 
principal nobility to abfenjt themfelves. 

The manners of all ranks of people in 
Sweden are very agreeable; the fuperioC' 
idalTes have an eafy natural politenefs, which 
prejudices you in their favour at firft acquain**- 
tance. Th^ have not' a fwift, or formal, nor 
pert or foppiih, but a plain eafy carriage a^d 
manner, which is the refult of good ienfe and 
humanity. Their converfation is agreeable, 
and they pay great attention to foreigners, 
without troubling them with national cuftoms 
and ceremonies, Duels are not common at 
Stockholm, yet the men have very juft ideas 
of their hqnour ; and as unwilling to put up 
with affi-opts as mere tenacious 9(id quarrel* 
fpfiif nations* 

Q\ Th« 
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Th/5 principal expcnces into which they 
run» are thofe of the tabki drefs^ and equin 
pa^e. , People of large fortune keep prpdi^ 
gious table3> which are ferved with all th^ 
raagnificeace that is found in France and 
iEngland, and the variety pf their wines have 
no endc In drefs^ alfo, they appear prodigal ; 
and their equipages fron» their number arc 
expenfive, but not executed in the (jncv/y 
tafte of Paris. However, thefe articles of 
luxury, in their greateft degree, are confinc4 
to a few families, whofe wealth is very con* 
fiderable ; for in general the nobility are not 
rich : there are many priv&te eftates in Gef-? 
zpany that much exceed any in Sweden, 

, The way of dividing the rdidence of win* 
ter and fummer, aspra&ifed in England^ takesi 
place here only in part ; many of the nobili- 
ty and richcll of the gentry live entirely at 
Stockholm, fcarcely ever feeing their eftatcs ^ 
others live entirely in the country, never fee- 
ing the capital, at lead but very feldom: 
fome, however, have houfes at Stockholm for 
the winter feafon, but live in fuminer on 
their cftates, having very good houfes, w^hich 
they ornament with gardens and plantations. 
As Jo the prefent ftate of the government 
of Sweden, I coiild enter into a pretty long 
detail of fome changes and other circumilan- 

ccs 



, ^ W I ^ E If- Sy 

ffi$ that h^ye attended it lately, b|it is great 
part of qay infprmation is drawn frointi people 
that arc dcjcply coijcerngd, I do not chufe tq 
fay much ijppn thip fubjed. But I (hall ob*r 
ferve that the government is a plain repub- 
lick, the |$:ing b$ing no more than the firfl 
inaglftrate with very little power^ not fo much 
^s a ftadtholder of Holland in feveral effential 
jjrticles. There arc convulfions in the admi- 
nififatipn of affairs which threaten a total 
change ; for here is an apparent contradid:ion^ 
which is, a king and the people on one fide 
and the nobility on the other j moft of the 
impqrtant authority in the hands of the latter, 
vyho are in fafl: the legiflature of the kingdom i? 
but difputcs, parties and diflentions are grown 
to an amazing height, and bid fair for com-^ 
ing tp open arm^i at all events fome great re<* 
volution may be looked for ; and the evei}t 
may cafily be conjeaured j while the people^ 
united under a leader of the firil rank in the 
kingdom with fome prprogative, arc on 
(pi^e hand, and the nobility on the other; 
g difpute in fuch a iitujaition cannot fail of be- 
ing fafal to the latter. Indeed I never knijv? 
affairs in any country in a Situation that pro- 
jnifed fp fairly for bringing in an abfolutc 
fway, it) the fame manner as it was introducc4 
\^ Denmairk 5 many moderate men in Sweden 

lament 
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lament the di£entions which do fo much mif* 
chief to the kingdom^ and afTert that if they 
had a dcfigning prin<ce pn the throne it woul4 
be very eafy for hi|n to feize as great a power 
^s ever Charles XII enjoyed^ 

At the fame time that they are of this opi- 
piqn, they make no £cruple to declare the 
change would be fpr the advantage of th? 
^ingdom^ and tl^atno government^ regular in 
its operations^ can be fo bad as the prefent ir- 
regular fcene, of anarchy and fadipn. But 
herein they certainly carry their ideas to a ye- 
ry dangerous length notwithftanding many 
and great errors of government^ and fome op«- 
prefiions among the peafants; vet I am clear, 
that the copntrynaen thrpughout the king- 
dom enjoy a great degree of liberty, and are 
left in quiet pofleflion of their property; theic 
taxes are iq foipe inftances very unequal, they 
are kept at much diftapce by the nobility^ and 
have hone of that licentioufnefs allpwed them^ 
which is fuch a difgrace to England : But, 
iiotwithilanding all thefecircumftances, I will 
venture to pronounce them beyond all comr 
p^trifon, a happier pcoplp in every refpeft 
than they would be, were their governnient 
srbfolute. Let thofe who have travelled 
through France and Sweden, form an idea of 
the ftate of th« peafants in both, and they will 

m 
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{lot for a momeiait heiitate at agreeing to thi^ 
truth. 

* By lodging with the peafents in fo many 
journeys through the remote provinces of thij 
'kingdom, I had the opportunity of examining 
very minutely into their condition, and I rc^ 
marked therii in general to be a very con- 
tented happy people ; there arc few cott^es in 
Sweden that have not lands annexed to theo), 
by which means they raife niany produds 
which are of infinite ufc to them in keeping 
themselves iapd families. England it wiQ 
certainly be allowed, is as free a country ak 
any man can wifli ; and yet our labourers have 
very fcldom more than a fmall fpot for a gar- 
den, which is too inconfiderable to be of 
much fervice to them ; nor are the Englifh 
pear£> well fatisfied with {heir lot asthe Swe« 
dith jpeafants • they are not fo tightly drefled^ 
their cottages are not near fo gobd, and their 
poverty in^ general, is much more apparent; 
all which V attribute to the circumftance of 
the Swedes having thofe fmall farms with 
herds pf cattle' on the wade, which are of in- 
finitely 'more value to them than all the a» 
mount of thofe taxes which they pay, and 
from which' their brethren in England are 
not only exempted, but have alfo the advan- 
tage of rates publickiy raifed lor their a(Iift« 
' "^' '* i - . . ancej 
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^nce J of which there is nothing of the kind 
in Sweden: I know not three peafants in 
j^hat kingdooi) (hat h»s not ^ farm of twenty 
Qt thirty acres q£ land at leaft, and Several 
h^xd of cattle. Here indeed I fhould give ap 
explanation^ for if this was the cafe in £ln/* 
^lai)d, we jfhxHild have no fuch thing as a la^ 
^ourer to l)e hi^ed ; ^1} would attend merely 
fp their lands ; but in Sweden there is no in* 
i3Qny^ienpe in thi^, for the peafants who 
jwork regularly in the woods for hire hay? tl^ie 
^ame ; but their wives an4 daughters managp 
their farn^Si fo that th^ men are not takesi 
/roni their ufual |abpur tbrf e d^ys oijt of forty^ 
This is ^ mod admirable cuftom for t^em- 
/elve$^ ^s well as the kingdom^ DPd ni^akes 
fthe population of a kingdom wherever it is 
-pra^ifed, df far more ai:Qount than at firft it 
.appears. It would be in vain to attempt in- 
Iroduclng this cuilora into England, for the 
'great degree of idleniefs in which the cottager 
women live with us would be an unfurmpuntir 
able qbflagle, 

. Notwitbftanding I have in different parts of 
my journal minuted the remarks J mgde on 
the prefent ftate of agriculture in the provin- 
ces l paffed throiigh i I muft he^e repeat that 
ihp Swedes are upiverfaJly gopd huibandr 
mgn ; \ l^w, no Ijinds laid out and cultivated 
; 5 »» 
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in fuch good order in any part of Germany, 
and the Danes are alio far behind them j tht 
peafonts and farmers in Sv^ecJerj who cultivate 
only for a fubfiftance, keep their lands iti 
good order, and raife fuch crops, that their 
fields would be no difgrace to a midling cut 
tmted part of En|;lahd ; while their farmers, 
as have good markets in view, would figurfc 
in the j&neft counties of this kingdom. Their 
crops of corn I obferved were in general good 
ind clean, that they keep large flocks of cat- 
tlci and provide plenty of food for them tp 
fubfift on in winter. If it is confidered what 
la vaft quantity of wafteland is found through- 
tout the kingdom, moft of which almoff any 
body that will take, may, under the payment 
of a very trifling rent ; this good hufbandry 
win appear the more ettraordinary, as 
their having fo much land in their power, 
it might be expedled would make them 
flovens, yet the contrary is the Cafe, for 
they take no more than they can manage 
well, and by that means I apprehend find 
their hulbandry more profitable than it would 

otherwifebe. 

The reader may have remarked, that I have 
alrhoft every where mentioned wheat being 
cultivated by them; this I think is a very 
extraordinary inftance of docility and good 

fenfc i 
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feniei A £^w years ago^ that grain was cbltl-^ 
Irated only in a fbw of the fouthern provinces^ 
iBuid on foils picked with much care fot it $ 
l>dt when tbb prohibition on the exportation 
from England put the Swedish government 
flrongly oil |>romoting the culture at home^ 
the farmers throughout the kingdoni readily 
came into the plan^ and fotved fo mtlch every 
year$ increafing the quantity regularly irom 
that time to this» that at prefent it is fpread 
iallover the kingdoni; fuch an inftance, I. 
dare to fay, is not in any article of culture to 
l>e met with in England, and from this in- 
^ance^ it is very evident^ that the commod 
ideas of difficulties in the introduction of no-i^ 
velties, are many of them very falfe ; for if 
any perfon had ventured to prppofe the cul^ 
ture of wheat in Sweden filty years ago^ at 
leaft, in many of the provinces where we 
BOW find it> he would have been thought 
mad ', but none of thefe things can be well 
known^ till a full and fufficient trial is made 
of them. The Swedes are now fo well in- 
formed by experience in the culture of wheats 
that fome judicious and fpirited llws would, 
I doubt not, enable them to raife quantities 
enough for a confiderable exportation, fo as 
to enable them to come in with the Poles for 
f ihare of a fupply for the DuCch^ and the 
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more Southern nations df i,titop^i tboM 
bounties properly applied would tffcCt this s 
not bounties as in England on the exportation^ 
but to all thofe farmers who cultivated, givea 
quantities of wheat in a certain round of years^ 
on lands taken from the wafte; for the great 
cbjed is, the increafing the quantity of cul*- 
tivated land, by improving the wild tracks^ 
/smd at the fame time applying them to rai- 
fing a valuable ibrt of corn, that is fure to 
pay well for exportation. By making the 
grand objed:, the raifing the corn inftead of 
the exportation of it, the hpme confump* 
tion would always have the refufal at the 
market, which is not always the cafe in Eng^' 
land. Laws (hould likewife be made to en« 
able any pedant, farther, or other, to take in 
as much of the wade which joins his farm» 
as he pleafesv without paying any rent for 
twenty years, and afterwards only a moderate 
one for the life of the improver ; this wouI(| 
be a wonderful encouragement to all the in- 
habitants of the country, and would certainly^ 
in a few years bring great quantities of ^wheat 
to market, till the home confumption not 
taking the whole, a regular and profitable ex- 
portation, would of courfe be eftabliflied* 
For bringing about fuch great works as thefe^ 
nothing is wanted^ but to bring affairs into 



foch a fnakin, that ptivate people^ by pudxifi^ 
^eir own interefts, mail at the fame time 
advance thofe of their country j for if evef 
there is a diftindion made> nothing can arife 
jfrom it but evil upon 6viL . Encouragement 
fluould alfa be given to the dtiaining bogs and 
fiiarlhes^ which in Sweden are smiverially the 
ficheft tracks to be met withf but tbif is. a 
work beyond the power of moft cultivators. 
Without the afliftance of the governfinenti 
nothing would tSc&, it but a premium of So 
mtrch per acre, large enough to go far.to^ 
Wairda the Whole expence^ and if iuch pre-^ 
ihiums 6f whatibver kind> amounted to^acon- 
iklerable expence^ it diould be raifed by fre(h 
taxes, or an increafe of the old ones over the 
whole kingdom, for the benefit purcbaied 
would be of importance to the whole j; and 
therefcire the whole Ought tp contributei 

Nothing wants a wife regulation moire than 
fthe wobds in this kingdom i for the* wafte 
that is made in cutting them, both 6f fiitobef 
and land, is extravagantly great, Tliie attenf- 
' tion whidi Mt de Verfpot has given ta this 
article (hews what fhould be done, and the 
Inanner alio. in whitH the undertaking ihould 
^be profectlted; No profitable woods ought 
to b^ defitoyed, unlbfs thb landisconveirbad 
immtdiately .to hu&andry ufesy That noW^ 

pianos 
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tnan*8 excellent method of thinning his 
woods is certainly the rational condu&) and 
ought to be inforced over the whole 
kingdom. 

There is no country in which inland !»«- 
vigations would be attended with better con- 
fpquences; for all their produ<£ls are very 
bulky t and muft have watcr-carriage» or 
they cannot be got to market. Many of the 
rivers of Sweden are navigable ; but there 
are many tracks* covered with the fined: 
woods^ which yield fcarcely any produd» for 
want of water-carriage^ at the fame time that 
confiderable rivers run through them, which 
might at a very fmall expence be made na* 
vigable only by removing local obftrudlonSy 
and not by a general deepening or widening. 

Few countries are better fupplied with 
harbours, many of which are extremely Ipa- 
cious and fafe ; and the number is fo confi- 
derable, that their trade will never ftand ilill 
for want of them in any part of the 
kingdom. 

Relative to the Swedifh manufadures, I 
fhall in general remark, that from what I 
viewed myfelf, and had intelligence of from 
others, they are not confiderable. Some of 
the nobility fay, that they have carried their 
pointy in making the Swedes cloatb them- 
VtL. III. H felvcs 
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fclvcs with cldth and linen of their ^^n fe- 
brick 5 but this is a very great exaggfcratio'h. 
The pcafants arc aniverfally cl6ith€i with i 
coarfe woollen cloth that is made at ^dme, 
anafonic orfier of '<hc lower i^inks cf <he 
pfeopte. There are alfo Tome getitlerise'n and 
nobles who, through patriotifm-, *\^ear Swedish 
cldth that is pretty fine, but tfhis is by ho 
theans general, and the cloth is much dearer 
than much finer forts from Englihd and 
France. Thefe manufa£l6rics, which ^hey 
have been uble to ereft, are not (b ^biifi- 
derable as this account may feem at "fi'rft t6 
indicate} for it fhould be 'remenibefed,'that 
the'peafantis were always, nine parts in 'ten, 
cloathed in the fame array !as now, Which is 
not with manufadlory cloth, bdt With that 
whicih is fpun, and wove in their ownTioufes 
by their women ; fo thlt the new eftablifh- 
nients are not very confiderable j it is true, they 
increafe, and, if good attention is given to 
cfiCoirrage and ptoteft 'theth, they will in 
fome years grow to be of very great confe- 
quence to Sweden, and not *only entirely 
fiipply their own confumption with all cx*- 
fcept the fine French cloths, but aifo furnifli 
coarfe ones enough for exportation, in ex- 
change for the finer forts ; and this will be 
puftiiftg tjbe advantage as far as ever they can 

^ - 'look 
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le^qklof:.; hutii^ ihc prefent ftate of things 
they ^c far diftant from this poipt^ and, uti- 
le^ ithe animofities which diftradl the go- 
vtmfncut are fo en.tirQ]y laid aGde as to make 
ail par^s join in one work, and attend to 
^bat a^opc, vi^Si the good of the kingdom, 
there 4f po :hope of their attaining to that 
<Jq6rabk ftate. . 

They have fon;ie linen fabricks in which 
are wrought very good fprts both of hemp 
an4 &9X i but they are not near confiderablc 
enough tp fupply ^their home confumption. 
Of glafp and paper they import very little. 
Hardrware is a confiderable article among 
them* not in the ftile of our Birminghanot 
manpfaanres, but principally in the Foondery 
way ; they cail: great numbers of cannon, 
which they export to all Europe; alfo, bells 
in Jgreat number, and many other articles. 
Indeed, they are unrivalled in their irpn and 
copper miftes, which are far more cronft- 
der,able, th^n thofc of any other country ia 
Europe ; fp that they apply copper to moft 
of the purppfes that wc do lead in England, 
.fuqh as coverings to their churches, publick 
buildings, and great private edifices, &c. 

Coqimcjce flpuriflies more in Sweden than 
it, (^i4 fonae years, ago : to what this is owing 
I cQuld jnpt difcover, for their prpduds are 
not greater in proportion to the increafe of 

Hz their 



o 



:5:10O1B 



ICO TRAVELSTH ROUGH 

their (hipping; and though fevcral very ja- 
dicioQS laws have been made for its encou^ 
fagement, yet I (hould not have fuppofed the 
effedt would have been anfwerable to what 
appears^ unlefs other reafons had confpired at 
the fame time. However, the faft is, that 
their (hipping is much mcreafed, their (hips 
they build of a greater burthen, and they 
engage in more trading voyages than for- 
merly. This is a point of very great impbr- 
tance; for, if they are able to export the 
principal part of their iron, timber, pitch, 
tar, hemp, and copper, in their own bottoms^ 
it will add more than any thing elfe td this 
wealth of the kingdom, at the fame time 
that their naval force will be increafed greatly, 
which is the beft and moft ufeful force they 
can cherifh. Increafing their (hipping is im* 
proving and accelerating the markets for all 
their produdts, and cannot but increafe them 
in a very high degree. The building and 
fitting out the (hips is the moft advantageous 
manufacture in the kingdom, and that which 
more than any other brings wealth into the 
country. The branches of commerce, whick 
they have more particularly increafed of late 
years, are the Eaft-India trade^ the trade t^ 
Portugal, Spain, and the Mediterran^ail'j 
that of England, Holland, and France, is-'ribt 
improvedt Some perfgns are in doubt ib&ttt 

the 
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the German branch of their commerce, but 
I believe that is rather greater than it was. 

The general cfFe<as, which flow from an 
improving agriculture and increafing manu- 
fad;ures and comn)erce» are a greater degree 
of national wealth, more of the precious 
metals, and an increafing population • From 
the beft intelligence I . could get, the king- 
dom I believe is more wealthy than it was 
twenty years ago. It contains more money, 
and is upon the increafe in that article; but 
as to population it has made no progrefs, and 
many peribns affirm that there is a decline in 
it. How far this is confiftent with the im- 
provement in the other particulars I fhall not 
determine ; but I may remark, that in general 
thofe circumflances arq attended by an in- 
creafing people. What caufes (hould have 
wrought contrary eflfedts in Sweden I am not 
able to afcertain ; but, as the people are 
often numbered, (though not accurajtely, nor 
all the elafies) the fadl is pretty well con- 
firmed. It ihould make one doubt the ex- 
tent of thofe improvements ; for I muft own 
I have little idea of agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and commerce improving, without 
population increafing exa31y in the fame pro- 
pprtion;.for an increafing people can only 
tteowing to the inhabitants finding aoeafe in 
maintaining themfelves, and their families no 
H 3 burthen. 
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burthen, which is cflffefted by a great plenty 
of employment ; and improving agriculture, 
tnanufadures, and commerce, is iricreafing 
employment, and confequently the people. 

Travelling in Sweden, unlefs upon the fy- 
ftem which I followed^ is a very uneafy affair, 
the moment you get out of the few great roadS 
there are, which do not lead through a fifth 
bf the kingdom ; but in thefe, if you have 
your own carriage, the poft-horfes, boys, and 
accommodations, have nothing objeftible in 
them, and you are fure of meeting with 
great civility in all the inns, and from every 
pcrfon with whom you have the leaft con- 
nexion on the road. But, when yoii leave 
thefe great roads, then the ftagc in diftancc 
from inn to inn is very great, and the ac- 
commodation, though with much civility, 
very indiflferent. If your bed is carried with 
you, and you can ride the whole journey, 
every peafant's houfe is open to you with the 
utmoft hofpitality; and they will for very 
trifling rewards do whatever is in their power 
to ferve you. Without precautions, the diet 
will be very indifferent; but they will get 
you fi(h, wild fowl, and vcnifon, excellent 
of the kind, with which s you may load a 
horfe from place to place while it keeps. And 
this will repiedy every inconvenience. Wine 

is ealily carried. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Defcriptim of Feterfiurg^-^General Accounts 
of the Empire of Ruffla—Tbe Emprefs — 
Government — McatufaSiures— Tirade — Army 
— Nanyy — Prefent State. 

T Arrived at Peteriburg the evening of the 
^ 24th. andy as I defigned making fome flay 
in the city» determined to hire private lodg- 
ings i for I had been informed that the publick 
inns were not only very extravagant^ but alfo 
very bad> which indeed is the cafe in all ca- 
pitals> for^ where the people of quality do 
not go, (having houfes of their own) one is 
always fure of meeting with very indif- 
ferent treatment. I hired a firfl floor, con- 
liilingy after the Ruffian fafhion, of two dining- 
rooms, a drawing-room, dreffing-room, and 
bed-chamber, befides fervants' apartments^ 
for three guineas a week; fuch a fuit of rooms 
as at London it would be very difficult to have 
at twelve. Peteriburg is built on feveral 
iflands, which were once nothing more than 
marfhyfpots of mud over-run with reeds: 
but the immortal Peter, whofe undertakings 
in every thing carried a magnificence of idea 
in them that can never be fufficiently admired, 
converted a miferabl^ bog into a fine city. 

4 And 
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And here I cannot avoid anfwering the re*^ 
flexions of fevoral wri^efg againft that im- 
mortal monarcbj for facxiliciag mpr« th^n 
half a million of men in CQUndipg this city. 
The Czar's objed was to bc»Qomc an E«ropean 
Power, which without a port on tbeBal^ck 
he might as well have pretended to be an 
American one. His vaft dominions, though 
contiguous to Poland, and theoifdves 9, part 
of Europe, were 1st fuch a diftaace from the 
European theatre, and in fo barbarous a ft^e, 
that nothing but opening himfelf away to the 
Baltick could poffibly bring his grand piajn to 
bear. By founding this eity, and making it 
&e capital of his empire, and a fea-^pon ^t to 
receive the naval force he deftined to a^): on 
that fea, he anfwered all his purpefes at one 
firoke; and confequently could fcarcely pay 
too dearly for the propofed advantage. As to 
the lofs of fuch numbers of lives, the fault 
certainly was not fo much owing to the 
ileadinefs of the Czar's adhering to his plan, 
as to not taking proper care of the men while 
they were at the work^ fince every one muft 
te very fenfible that works; to the full as 
^eat as any he executed^ pouid now be per- 
formed in Englajid under Ikniiar circum- 
^ances, comparafiyely fpeakinjg, without the 
Jofsef a man. But the confcquchces, which 

we 
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we all know have flowed ^m the founding 
thi$ city, have been of fuch infinite impor- 
tance to the Ruffian empire, that no expence 
that coi:^ ever have been incurred would have 
been too great for gaining fuch iignal be-- 
nefits. Pcterfburg is the foul of commerce 
in all thefe Northern parts ; it is the founda- 
tion on which all the Ruilian naval force has 
been eredcd; and the port^ on which moil: 
depends their riurfery of failors. At the fame 
time that thefe capital circumftances attend 
it» it muift be acknowledged that it is very de- 
ficient as a receptacle of the men of war of a 
great empire } for the depth of water, the frcfti- 
nefs of it, the docks, yards, every thing at Pe- 
terfburg, are againft the ufe of it for that pur- 
pbfe. The yards are at Petersburg, but the 
depth of water is fo inconfiderable that no- 
thing c4n be put aboard the firft-rate men of 
war before they are conveyed to Cronflot, 
which is not eafily done neither. Once this 
work was effeded by means of moft expen- 
five machines, but now they come without 
that difficulty by means of the new canal, 
which is not however fo complete but that 
infinite attention is neceflary far conducing 
them. It is not only men of war, however, 
'thaft are built in thefe yards : galleys * ane 

much 
* Count Algarotti, mentioning the naval power of the 

Kuilians, 
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much in ufe for the Balticki but, as this em** 
ptre has expcricDced of late gr^at chants, in 

the 

Ruffians, obierves, << Galleys ai^' here the proper things. 
Be diere never fo little water, tjhere ts always enough for 
them. They glide between the little iflands and the 
rocks ; they can land any where. The Czar was fen- 
fible of it at laft, and fent for galley-builders from Ve- 
nice. I met with one of them greatly advanced In years, 
and was not a little furprifed to hearljei^inatioins ia aa in 
iixty deg^s of latitude. The galleys that one fees here 
are of different fizes; there are fmall ones, which carry 
about one hundred and thirty men, and others much 
larger. They are all armed with two pieces of cannon 
on the prow, and furnilhed with cbace-guns and fwivels 
on the fides. The Czar gave to each of them the name 
of a Rui&an fifh. Now they are numbered as the legions 
were j there are upwards of one hundred and thirty of 
them, and they are to be much niore numerous. By i^h 
means an army of thirty thoufand men is traniported with 
great eafe« Rowing is to the Ruffian foldiers what the 
exercife of fwimming was to the Romans. Every foot-fol- 
dier learns to handle the oar at the fame time as the mufket, 
by whiqh means, without maritime commerce, and with- 
out embargoes, the Ruffians have always crews ready for 
their galleys. They caft anchor every night, and lancj 
where it is leaft expefted. When difembarked, t^ey 
draw them up upon the land, range them in a circle 
with their prows and artillery pointed outward, and thus 
they have in a trice a fortified camp» They leave five or 
fix battalions to guard it, and with the reft of their troops . 
over-run the country, and lay it under contribution. 
The expedition ended, they re-embark, and begin again 
in another quarter. Sometimes they tranfport their yeffels 
from one water to another over a flip of land, as was 
praftifcd by the antients on fevcral o^cafions, and' parti- 
cularly 
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the fyftem of politicks, the ufe of galleys vary. 
In a war. on the coaft of the BaWck they arc 
increafed in number; but, when a peace 
cqmes, they are negle6ted» and not kept up 
indeed in the manner they ought to be. Du- 
ring the late War, they might have annoyed 
the Pruf&an dominions infinitely more than 
they did; but the great army was the only 
thing attended to. 

Peterfburg is amazingly increafed in fize 
within thefe forty years: At the death of 
Peter the Great, it did not contain eighty 

thoufand 

cularly after the example of Mahomet II. at the fiege of 
Conftantinople. 

** The Swedes can teftify whether thefe Ruffian galleys 
are formidable. They have feen them ravage their rich 
mines of Norkopping, the whole coafts of Gothland and 
Sudermania, and fhew themfelves even before Stock- 
holm.'* He alfo adds another circumftance, which is 

worthy of note, concerning the timber ufed for fhip- 

building here. *< Of what wood do you think the 

fhips are built at Peterfburg ? It is a fpecies of oak which 
i^& at leaft two fummers upon the road before it arrives. It 
comes ready cut by the carpenter from the kingdom of 
Cafan. It goes a little way up the Wblga, then the 
Tuertza, pafles through a canal into the fea, from thence 
into the Mefta, and by means of the Volcova falls into a 
canal which, conveys* it into the lake Ladoga, from 
thence' It defcends at laft by the Neva to Peterfburg. I 
faw in this port a floop built at Cafan, from whence it 
came by the rivers I* have jufl mentioned, which join the 
Cafpian fea tp the Baltick, and are a quite different thing 
from the famous canal of Languedock.'* 



/ 
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thoofand inhabitaiktSs aod 00 w tjbe RuSaa^ 
ailert that there arc five hu9dre4 thQ^f^i 
but* this is an exaggeratba. Jt coye^s a v^y 
great extent of land and wsal^r; the ftreet^ 
are fome of them very broads iQBgs m^ with 
canals in the nxiddle of them ; ao4 others ar^ 
planted in the Dutch faihion^ \vhich I befqr^ 
obferved is a wretched plaQ ; the hqq^s s^re 
immenfely large : the palacqs p£ the nobi^ity^ 
I think exceed in fize tbofe of any cily I have 
feen; and that of the Efnprefs is an. amazing 
ftru£ture ; but let nae ren\ark that they are 
rather great than beautiful : the fize is all 
that ftrikes you : and thefe prodigious piles 
are ftuck fo thick with ornaments, that there 
is hardly any fuch thing as judging of their 
proportions : the Italian architecture is mixed 
with the Dutch, and the wholfe forms very 
inelegant buildings, in which true tafte is to- 
tally facrificcd to a profufion of ornament* 
:But if the eye does not fcrutinize into the fe- 
parate parts of the buildings, but takes only 
the ftreets at large, the city may be fairly 
pronounced a very fine one. 

The Czar himfelf fpared no pains in ren- 
dering it as ftfong as poflible; for being at the 
very extremity of his dominions, clofe to his 
enemies the Swedes, and open to the attacks 
\vhich were poflible to arifefrom his Eurppeap* 

connections, 
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cofmei^lions, be m^de a poiht of havmg it 
itopregnablei hat herfern be certainly failed* 
There sfcre rfiany forts and whole ftiorcs con- 
Verted irito platforms, and lined from end to 
end with gre^Lt guns. TheTc works begin at 
Cronfflot, • which is made very ftrong, and 
tliiey laft to the city. There is a citadel regu- 
larly built, and capable not only of protedting 
the city oh one iide, but alfo itfelf of ftanding 
a fiege. Yet 'there are many feamen who af- 
fert f hat a fleet of (hips well manned and con- 
duced, and provided with a proper number 
offireftiips, and bomb-ketches, would with- 
out atiy gricat difficuhy lay all Petef fburg in 
aflies. I muft own myfelf of a very different 
opinion, for here is always a very confiderable 
fleet of *men bfwar, from 60 to 100 guns, 
with numerous failors, that could man them 
on a very fhor t notice ; thefc fliips properly 
difpbfed by way of batteries, would render 
fuch an attempt impradicable, even if the 
fortifications are granted to be deficient, 
which is more than will be allowed by many 
ofiiccrs well skilled in this part of their art. 
'. Among 'the publick buildings, there are 
many extremely worthy the attention of a tra- 
veller, particularly the dock yards and naval 
piagazines, thearfcnal, foundery, admiralty, 
^c. wUhout infifting on the imperial palace, 

the 
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the cathedral, or nuny churches. !n the 
docks they have a great number of carpenters 
continually at work, among whom are many 
Englifh, difcharged by the government on 
the conclufion of the peace in 1763, they 
meet with great encouragement here, and are 
much better employed than if in the fervice 
of France or Spain. They build here all forts 
of veiTels, from (hips of one hundred and 
twenty guns, (and fome much larger have 
been known) down to boats, and the number 
always on the flocks at a time is confiderable. 
After. the death of Peter the Great the marine 
was negledtedjK, infomuch, that the Emprefs's 
naval ftrength was not computed to be a fifth 
V part of what that great monarch pofTefied, and 
this was owing to a want of trade^ which 
can alone make feamen i unlefs when in the 
hands of fuch a man as Peter, who created 
every thing : But the prcfent Emprefs, who 
has thrown the fplrit of that great monarch 
into all the departments of the ilate, has re- 
vived it wonderfully, lb that at preient the 
Ruffians have a formidaUe navy, and in a 
few , years will have a yet more confiderable 
one. 

There is fcarccly any thing at Peterfburg 
more deferving notice than the foundecy: 
The iron is brought from Kexholm bywa^cr, 

... and 
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'ilhcf thfe ntimbcr of cstnnoii and mortifs that 

ai^ caft here IS vety great i alfd cannon balls, 

• lli€lb, a^ All ferks of ntilitdry implements in 

\vhfich iron is ufed ; which are made here at as 

\ TmaU.ain expence as in Sweden, or any other 

part of the world. The arfenal is always well 

- jftor^ with thtoi ; and there are vaft q uantities 

^ inadeon a {Private account for exportation, form^- 

lug a very confiderable branch of cbmmetrc* 

^ The trade of Peterfburg is much more con- 

-^Altabte thaft that of any other town in the 

R^ii^n empire I and would figure oii cdmpa-- 

^rifon with miariy vei-y great marts in other 

^rts tff Europe, but unfortunately that vaft 

ednnrierde is nine-tenths of it parried on in 

foreign bottoms. Th(t Dutch aloiie load an** 

huaHy here with tiihbeh, iron^ arid all forts 

of naval ftorei ia great many ifliips, and the 

^^hglifli mariy mbrb. 

-* The commodities thefe nations carry from 

iPetdrtburg arc tar, bees wax, pitch, hcmp^ 

-flax/leither, flcins, furs, pot-a(hes, timber, 

f^ank, irouj yarn, linen, lintfeed &c, and 

thcfeiifach quantities that the very ballaricc 

^ of trade between Great-JBcitain and Ruflia has 

been reckoned at four hundred thoufand 

pouods I a . year againft, the- former; the 

i|mouatof the total comnacrce may therefore 

,i>feisa6J^ conceived. The royal navy of Eng- 

T ¥01,^111. I land 



114 TRAVEI,S THROUGH 

iand is almofl totally fupplied with hemp 
from Petersburg, great quantities of iron, and 
ether naval ft ores, and all the (hipping in Eng- 
land likewife; and this importation has increaf- 
«d very mi^ch fince the Swedes laid a prohibi- 
tion on our manufadures, fp that the importa- 
tion from that country was reduced to fhe few 
articles which neceffity obliged U6 to have from 
thence ; and all the reft very politically trans- 
ferred to Ruffia. 

The great anwunt of the, commerce be- 
tween us and this empire has been the occa- 
fion of very many political difiertations and 
freatifes. proving the neceffity of encouraging 
^he prpdudion of all the comnKxiities wc imr 
port from Ruffia, in our colonies; and I 
ihink our politicians have not ii> any inftance, 
had better grounds for their opinions^ or fup^ 
ported their propofitions with more unanfwerar 
ble arguments. A trading nation (bould Ai^ver 
l?cgrct parting with its money when fhe 
thereby sulds to her induftry ; but in th»s cafe 
vre pay three or four hundred thonfand 
|K)unds a year to Ruffia for thofe commodi* 
ties which our own colonies would produce f 
and the difference is that now w;e pay in 
ca{h,< but to our colonies we ihould pzy isf 
mahufadlurcs : confequently, for .want dF 
this meafure being effeded^ we Ipfe; tl^e emf 

pioyracni 
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J)ioyment of fo ottany of our poor as could 
earn the whok amount of that fum; and 
we alfo lofc the gencrai profit refulting to the 
jiaticMi at large by their earning, fuch a fuiu 
<yf money ; for an/ incrcafe of our nadonai 
income raifed by an incrcafe of ihduftry, is 
foehe€cial to us in a much greater degree . tliaik 
the mere amount of it. To illuftrate this, 
let us confider the advantage to Ruffia 6f our 
paying her a ballance of three or foiir huh^ 
det'ed tlioufand pounds. Thathattance is paid to 
a certain number of merchants and dealers at 
Pcterfburg and other ports r they pay it to a 
fef of landlbnis, miners^ h\isbaifdmen^ and 
manufadurers. - Thcfe again pay it to all 
the manufa^urers^ tradefmen, 2cc. with 
whom they deal; and thefe to a frefh fet; 
Now every art, trade, bofinefs, andpro- 
feffion in the whole empire come in for 
an additional income from this fum circula- 
ting through the n«fs of iqduftry ; and every 
one of them are effeiitially the richer. If this 
ciircdbation could be traced, it would proba- 
bly be found, that three hundred thoufand 
pounds a y»r gained in the precious metal^ 
wew equal in genctal improvement to the va^ 
lue of nine oi? twelve hundred thoufand 
pounds a year. Becaufe no one can be fup* 
pdfed tobave.^n incrcafe of income in Ruffia^ 

I 2 any 



iii T R A V E L S T H R O U G H 

aoy more than any where elfe> without ii^ 
crcaiing his expences proportionably $- that is, 
he buys more food, more cloth» more ihoes^ 
employs more builders, and, in a word, 
^ more artifts of all forts. None of which can 
increafe without reciprocal benefits flowing 
back again; and the government from the 
whole circulation in every ftep it takes feizes 
a part by means of taxes. This is but a 
flight fketch of the eflfeds of an increafing 
wealth ; to explain it fully would take a much 
greater compafs. 

The greateft trade at Petersburg is carried 
on by the Englifh; next in rank come the 
Dutch ; as to the French, they deal here as 
little as poffible ; for the two crowns are very 
far from being on a good footing, the French 
and the Swedes being in clofe alliance, they 
therefore trade to Sweden for all thofc com-^ 
modities which England gets from Ruflia, 
fome few excepted, which are not to be had 
at that market. Notwithflanding this, they 
confume large quantities of French coouhodi* 
ties in Ruffia, but tbefe come to them 
principally through the hands of the Dutch. 

The building this capital has had aVery 
great cffeft in improving large tracks of 
land in the fiirrounding provinces : The corn 
and other provifibns which arc brought hi- 
ther^ 
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iher, and fhe variety of merchandize that is 
exported from hence, employ fome of the 
moft confiderable inland navigations ii^ the 
v^rorld. The Neva, the great lakes of La^oda 
and Onega I the Tuerka, the Mei(^a, the 
Volcova and the Wolga, all thefe rivers, with 
many others, tho* fome of them are at a great 
diftance, keep open a communication between 
Petersburg and thofe noble tracks of country 
upon the Cafpian and Euxine feas-: bqtit may 
be fuppofed that the greateft advantages are 
made by the people who have not fuch a 
diflance to go ; fo that the products of all 
the neighbouring provinces are infinitely grea- 
ter that thofe of others more diftant, 

I have heard fome Ruffians affirm^ that 
all this feemiing ipcreafe of culture, of manu**- 
fkdures, and of commerce, is imaginary, 
that it is all owing to the fovcreign's fixing the' 
feat of government here, which has not raifed 
qi new population, but drawn an old one front 
other provinces. Mofco\y was once the me-^ 
tropolis, and the feat of government, &c, 
and Novogorod the great ftaplepf trade, but 
Petersburg no\y is boti) ; and has half depo- 
pulated Jthofc cities^ as well as Archangel, 
which was once a place of very great trade. 
In anfwer to this I allqw^ that part of the af- 
%ition is (rue ^ that much of the population 

^ ' I 3 of 
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cf this city, and its neighbourhoodj is owing 
to 5i'dcfcrtion ©f other places ; but at the fame 
iimeltnufl inCiR, that a new population mufl 
have been created by means of this city, be- 
caufc a t^eyv induftry ha? fpryng up, /nevjir 
trades Qpened> new manufactures eftabUlhed^ 
and innumerable artifts enaploycd, which were 
not in being before ; and * many of which 
could npt have been in being had not this city 
been founded. There is no doubt, but (he 
RuHlan commodities found, in. fmall quanti- 
ties, their way into Europe before Peter the 
Great's time; but every one muft be fenfiblc 
of the comparative, fmailnefs of the quantity 
when they had not an European port, and 
when all their products, in order to get to the 
Baltick, were forced to fubmit to a long land 
carriage through an enemy's Coventry, ^nd 
fubjedl to whatever duties that enemy chofp 
to lay on them. The prefent method of carry- 
ing on their trade, manufadures and pro- 
ducts has I think every advantage over th? 
former ; and if this is allowed, it follows 
of courfe, that population is proportionably 
increafed, and wealth moft certainly ; both 
which have a dired: effedl in raifing the va- 
lue of land for a great diftance around the 
capital. 

But the building of the city was a work of 
" ^ ' - ' * ' the 
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^ Great PeUr'Si which is giving it all the 
iliuftratioa that is neceffary; for if ever 
mortal was endowed with the true art of 
goverpHigt with that kind of oniverial ge* 
xiius e^^Iy gr^t in practice and fpecula- 
tioAt it wa$ him. All His idea^» all his 
phns bad ^mething fo great and compre-* 
henfivc in them ; fuch a power of forefeeing 
future events, and &ch abilities in providing 
for tbenif that he never once failed in -theory,^ 
^ho' inpradice obftacles fometioies arofe which 
jvcrc* beyond his power to cpunterad. The 
£xindinjg of Peterfburg is one capital inflance^. 
foe ever iiace he made it the feat of his raa- 
nne^ and the prinppal t|:ading tow^ of his 
dominionSi it has been of Qiore real fervice to 
the ettipire than any other meafure be could 
poffiblv have adopted* What an extent of 
poUtical imagination is difplayed in hia inland 
navigations ! They have a greatnef$ unrival- 
led in- any other p^rt pf tbe world, But the 
moft capital projed of the Char's was that 
wherein he planned a navigation to the Medi-* 
terrapean.--7Next to Petersbin|;the faypuriteof 
hiseoipirewasAzoph, thereafon of which wa$ 
bis de^gn of ^ (bbUihipg a trade frpm thence 
thro' tbl? Thracian Bofphorus to the Archipe- 
lagOb This would not only have given hin> 
greater mercantile advantages than ^etersburg^ 

1+ • *.»< 
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but would have endangered the very being 
of the Turkifli empirdj by letting *a naval 
power of the RuiSians into the very hear^ of 
Conftiantinople; and that Peter defigned fome'^ 
thing more than commerce, yve may eafilj; 
gather from his forming docks/ yards, and 
^aval magazines, at Azoph ; and adually 
had (hips of fevcnty guns upon the ftocks, 
which fufficiehtly fhewed that he intended 
a naval war upon the Euxine fea againft the 
Turks. . 

The^ Ruffian epipire, though of fuch aii 
amazing extent, is very well knbwn to be 
badly peopled. The beft writers inform us^ 
that it'cbntains feventeen millions of inhabi- 
tants, and one million in the conquered prp- 
vinces^but from the beft account^ I could get 
at Petersburg, 1 believe the number at prefcnt 
to be more- confidcrable. Almoft from the 
moment that' the prefent emprefs began td 
feign, the has incrcafed' the number of her 
fubjeds by many ways, principally by a gencr 
ral and very adive eniouragetoent of all arts, 
of agriculture, nbining, mariufa<fturcs and com- 
pierce, arid this with fuch effed, that all of 
them arc more Aourilhihg at this tihieby many 
degrees '■ thin they were twenty' years ago. 
And another means whith Ihe'hais taken to in-^ 
crcafe her people has been inviting foreigners^ 

' \ this 

i.<5 
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this {be has done in a flill greater degree than 
any of her predeceflfors ; almoft from her ac^ 
ceflion to the empire (he has brought conti- 
nual bodiejs of Germans, Poles, and Greeks 
from Turkey, to fettle in her dominions, and 
thefe not few in numbers ; from the coafis of 
Germany (hip loads, but from Poland and 
Turkey whole towns, villages and diftricl^ 
have left their habitations and fettled in RuiCa; 
nor has it been pnly at certain times, but re- 
gular emigration in confequence of her conti- 
hued encouragement. 

This encouragement which the Emprefs 
has conftantly granted confifts in fevcral very 
important articles. All the expences of the 
journey, or voyage from their native country, 
arc borne by her; (he feeds and fupports them 
by the way. Upon their arrival at the terri- 
tory appointed them to cultivate (which has 
always been part of the crown lands) every 
family has a cottage erected at herexpence, to 
which they contribute labour ; they then are 
furniflied with implements neceffzry for culti- 
vation, and one year's provifions for the whole , 
JEiamily. A further advantage is an exemption 
from all taxes during five years. All which' 
is a fyftem of fqch admlx:able policy, ai\d car« 
ried into execution with fuch unufual fpirit^ 
even \ybile the finances of ,thc empire have 

been 
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been much diftreflcd by expenfivc wars, that 
I know not an inflance in hiftory fuperior to 
it. There can be no doubt but the advanta^ 
ges muft be immenfe, not only in population, 
but alfo revenue; for thefe ktiltrs, though 
they have an j^gnment t>f lands for ever, yet 
it is, after a certain number of years^ under 
payment of an annual quit-rent, fuffictent to 
produce a coniidetable revenue. The cootinu^ 
cddiforder^ in Poland, and the opprciffiods in 
Turkey, have caufed many thoufands of fami-» 
lies annually to leav? their country, and 
toake ufc of this bounty of the emprefs* By 
this time the incre4feof people liwft be vety 
great ; Ibme perfons, whofe information I be* 
lieve is very good, affured me, that ther num-« 
bef of fouls thus gained, fince the accefl|oh of 
the prefent Czarina, \% not kfs than fix hun-. 
drcd thoufand 9 I muft own the number 
Appears almoft incredible. Wc may, with* 
out fuppofing the total fo very great, ea- 
£}y fee fron^ hence that (he muft have raiied 
Ae revenue of the crown lands very much^ 
, znd put them in a way of being yet more bn- 
proved ; for certainly peopling them was the 
iirft rational ftcp that coqld be taken, an^onq 
which never could deceive her, | made e^^ 
quiries concerning the fituation of tb« cmi-? 
grants, and whether all the proroifcs that 
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l^ad been made to them bad been executed^ 
^nd ( was afiurqd that they wer$ iqcH: punc* 
tually J but that in very many cafes much 
mofe W4? done fpr tbeip [ than promifedr l^nd 
f very efFort tal^en to makg them perfectly fa-^ 
tisficfi with th?ir choice j ? proof of which i» 
the increafed jQUfnbers that b9v$ been qoming 
from the beginning: the accounts ient back by 
thefirftfc^tl^r;^ being fu^h as induced others^ 
to take the fame meafures, and this efie^ has 
been regiilapeyer fince, fp thav the number 
of new vomers is a( prefent greater than everjr 
^nd promife) to be fp qo^fiderable^ that in it 
ijsw years, if the troubles in Poland continqCt 
the increafe of pepple here w^iU be imtnpn&g 
and with them certainly that of the power,^ 
^nd wealthof theempire. Nor has any event of 
her retgn difcovered a greater underftanding 
than this regular favour (hewn to population* 
< The revenues of the Ruffian empire are 
very great, ceniidering the value of money; 
which in thefe fort of difquifitions ought ever 
to be confidered, though it rarely is fo. The 
Emprefs is in many articles the fole mer-, 
chant in her dominions. The whole trade 
by land to Chiqa is on her account : this isi 
;iot indeed confiderable, for a carravan rarely 
goes now* Rhubarb, pot-afhes, and fpices, 
are branches in which (he, and no body elfe, 
4 trades. 
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jtrades. Salt is an article that brings her in 
an immenfc revenue. Very large quantities 
of the bcfthenap of the Ukrain are bought and 
ibid on her account ; much iron, the fame; 
and even beer and brandy are her's. Befides 
thefe articles, (he has cuftoms, tolls, and a 
poll-tax of three (hillings and iix-pence a 
head. The crown-lands, which arc prodi- 
gioufly exteniive^ bring in a coniiderable 
revenue. 

The following general account vvas (hewn 
me at Petersburg of the Emprefs's revenue, 
reckoned in £ngli(h money. It is handed 
about there, and thought to be not very far 
from the truth in any article. 
Poll-tax — — -.,*^ 1,750,000 
Grown-lands ■ -^ 672,000 

Salt — — — 542,000 

Hemp and iron -- — 370,000 

China trade Rhubarb and Spices - 48,000 
Pot-afhes — — — do, 000 

Cuftans -^ — 179,000 

Baths and licenfed houfes — 68,009 

Other duties &c. comprehending ^ 



all other taxes 



1 400, 



Total -^— £ 4,089,000 

But the value of fuch % revenue will np? 

appea^ 



RUSSIA. 12^^ 

dppefar clearly to. any reader^ that does not 
confider the great difference of the value of 
money in this country^ and others that are 
full of commerce and wealth ; upon the near«* 
eft computation I can make» thefe four mil^ 
lions are about as good as ten in England. 
And if we fuppofe them ten, we fhall then 
fee the great importance of liberty , trade and 
manufadures in raifing apublick revenue; 
for eighteen or nineteen millions of peo- 
ple in Ruflia, yield no greater revenue thaa 
a third of that number yield in England* 
Wealth therefore depends no further on po- 
pulation than the induftry of that population 
extends. It is a flourifhing agriculture^ im- 
proviqg .manufadures, and an extenfive com- 
merce which yield a great publick revenue. 
Introducing induftry among all ch&s of 
people that were not induflrious :befpre, is 
therefore as efTential an increafe of inhabitants 
as bringing in foreign emigrants : both thefe 
means have been employed by the prefept fo- 
vereign of Ruflia, for the aggregate of the in- 
duftry of this empire is vaftly more con* 
iiderable than when (he came to the throne. , 
She has iffued out feveral edids.for tl)e;en- 
couragement of agriculture ; and hereip .flic^ 
has proceeded with her uC^ial politicks^ forfhe, 
rightly con fidered that the wav to make thisu 

inoft 
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moft ufefid of all the >m to flourifh is: te &t 
ks profciTors at eafe ; ffafi has accordingly given 
a mtR:fa greater degree of liberty to the pea«» 
iaats than ever they enjoyed before; fer they 
were greater (laves than even in Poland ; bat 
now every nobleman (called yet Boyard^ 
in Rufiia) whofeeftate coniiAs of a given num->* 
icr of familieB, is obliged to enfranchifeond 
family every year, and they are directed by 
the Emprefs to fded fdr this purpofethe^mod 
induftrious family they kave : the peaiant has 
a farm afiigHed him, and the Emprefs make^ 
him a prefeat of (bme implement of the great* 
eft u(b ; but^ is by the fame ediA to pay 
after i^ree y^ar$ a reM to tkfc nobleman that 
is- vtty confiderafble ; the de(ign of which is to 
ednHrincithe nobility of the advantiige of letting 
fheireftates to the peafants to be paid a relit 
in money : and I was informed that many of 
them had made a great progrefs in it, partly 
from conviiSion of its expediency^ and partly 
from paying their eoiirt to Ae fovcreign* 

Befides this meafure, thei'e are great en*^ 
couragemeiit^ givbn both in freedom,' and in 
exemption from taxes and fervices, to all thof<i 
whb improve wafte lands^ by bringing them 
ihto culture. Such a iyftcm is highly ne^ 
ceflary ih an empire tfaiat contains more land 
Aan Europe, but not more- inhabitants A>rt 

Germany; 
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Gterfx^ny ; and where immenib tracks of as 
fine foil as any. in the world a,re utterly waiU« 
If tlic fife of the prefent Emprefs is a long 
oncy great thuigs will be done in this walk of 
icnproyement, and many very ejrtenfive terfi- 
tpr.i93 cultivated which have hitherto kid 
waile. The ipreigneT$ which flic has fettlodt 
and continues to fettle^ and the enooui'agement 
which huflwindry meets with, wlli have a 
great tfk£k in giving a new countenance la 
the agriculture of many provinces^ 

I made enquiries concerning the prefent 
ftate of Ruiiian manufadisred, and was in^ 
formed that they have never been able to make 
them any thing confiderabler They have 
at Peterfl)urg fbme very large fbimdefies, 
where all ic^rts of ammtinition and military 
itores are made ; and they make fome very 
good cloth of hemp, but the quantity of this 
laft is not confiderable. There are many o- 
ther fabiicks^ but not of confequence^ nor any 
w^ proportioned to the number of the people. 
They have many woollen manufa6:ories, but 
they do not cloath even their own army« 
Engiacui has the greateft ibare ki the com«- 
merce of (implying them I the import at Ft^ 
teribufg of coarie and fine viroollen clolhs la 
yer^ cpniiderable : what wc do not fend theo^ 
they have from the Dutch > but the French 
, , . > fend 
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fend none; Nor is there hardly a* fnanufacf- 
tory in England that does not fend grelt 
quantities of its fabricks hither; and noi- 
withilanding fo great an exportation, yet 
the importation of hemp; irdn, &c. is fo great, 
that a large ballance is paid (as i before men* 
tioned) to Raffia. There are federal inftanctfs 
of much encouragement being given to tbe 
National manufaftures, but the effed; has ncft 
been great, and I muft own myfelf of opinion 
that it never will be great, for the Ruffians 
do not feem to take to any fort but thpfe in 
-which they are from their infancy converfant 
They make excellent carpenters^ (hip-build-' 
ers, fmiths, and founders, but they will ncH 
, ver make a figure as weavers^ 

It alfo deferves enquiry, whether it would 
be highly political to make any great effi>rts 
in complicated manufactures which require 
very many hands, while there is fo immenfe 
•a territory to cultivate, and not of barren 
mountains like Sweden, but of great extended 
iplains of as rich land, as the beft parts of 
England, or even Holland : confequently with 
fuch materials to work upon, it is much to be 
queitioned if a given number of hands would 
not in raifing hemp and flax, or making pot-* 
aihes, bringin a greater fum of money to the 
country, than if they were employed in ma- 
5 nufadluies- 
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iiu^a^iff 99* It 9ppe»rs to mc Hty clearly that 
they would. From the defcriptions which I 
have had of feveral immenfe provinces of 
this empire, I have no doubt but a thoufand 
pounds and ten people would, employed in at- 
jtending xrattle, yield a greater return in hides 
anfi tallow alone 1 than froni any manufac^ 
tures they could be employed in; for there 
lire meadows (not bogs or marflies) covered 
with fine grafs of an hundred fquare miles in 
a place, with no othicr inhabitants than what 
are wild, and very few of them* In a coun- 
try where there is fuch plenty of excellent 
land/ and through which run fo many navi- 
gable rivers that would convey all its produftg 
io a ready market ^ and notwithftanding thefo 
advantages, there ar^ large wades dill on th^ 
very banks of thofe rivers— under fuch cir-* 
cumflances I apprehend^ that no attention to 
manufadtures can yield a proHt equal to a 
proper cilltivation : the wealth arifing from it 
would be far greater^ the publick revenue 
Would be much more improved, and popula- 
tion incrcafed in a much greater proportion* 
If I was fufficxently verfed in the theory of 
i^ocking ground with inftruments of tillage, 
And with cattle, 6cc. I (hould be able to make 
this appear by minute calculations; but I do 
Vol. III. K not 
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not apprehend that there is any reafon in ge^^ 

neral to doubt it. 

While this is the cafc^ whocVef fills the 
throne of Ruffia wiA moft advance the inter- 
efts of that empire by promoting, by every pof- 
fiblc means th€ cultivation of fo immenfc a 
territory ; if there happens a fuccflieon for a 
long period of time of fuch fovereigns as at 
prefent fill that throne ; this vaft empire will 
be raifed by thefe means to a pitch of grandeur, 
much exceeding what it at prefent poflcfles r 
and from the conduft which has been hitherto 
purfued by the prefent Emprefs, there is great 
reafon to think that (he is fenfible of the im- 
iportatice of diredling her views principally 
to this end; they have hitherto been afc^ 
tended with fuch fuccefs, as to be a very ftrong 
proof that the plan upon which (lie has proceed- 
ed; is a juftonc; a different one might have been 
followed more in favour of manufadures,' by 
planting the foreign emigrants thickly in the 
near neighbourhood ofthofe places only which 
have fabricks in them; with a view to the 
employment of many of them in thefe ma- 
nufa6tures. 

Relative to the commerce of Raffia, it 
(hould be remembered previoufty to any en- 
quiry into its prefent ftate, that this immcnfe 
empire is by no means fituated advantagecufly 

for 
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{or trade. The only ports that itpoflefles, from 
which any trade of confequencecan be carried 
on, are in the Baltick, a fea that is frozen 
almoAhalf the year; and, at the fame tinae, 
it is at the extremity of the empire ; fo that 
the commodities, which are exported through 
this fea, are .obliged to be brought fomc 
thoufands of miles before they are put on 
board the fliip^. This is fuch a difadvantage, 
that it much afFefts the commerce of the em*- 
pire, and is of a nature that will not admit of 
any remedy. This circumftance confidered, 
the commerce of Ruflia is very confiderablc, 
as to the export of its produds and commo- 
dities, but the fhipping of the empire is very 
trifling ^ompared with that to which (he gives* 
employment. Albthe trade which the Eng- 
lish carry on with Ruflia is in their own bot- 
toms ', it is the fame with the Dutch, and aU 
mod all other Eui^opean nationis ; fo that tho 
Ruffian flag is fcarcely known in the worlds 
although Ruffian commodities . are met with 
in foaiany places. 

To remedy this evil by a general extenflon 
of commerce, and by procuring a navigation 
on a more favourable fea, the Czar Peter the 
Great formed the noble plan of raifing a naval 
power on the Black fea, and eftabliffiing a. 
commerce on it, with a communication thro' 

Kz the 
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the &a of Conftantinople with the Mediterra-i: 
nean } one of the greateft defigns which 
could have entered the head of any fovereiga 
of Ruffia, and which would give a very confix- 
derablcfhare of the commerce of the world to 
that empire. It fhould be remembered, that 
the ricbeft prbduifts which Ruffia exports are 
thofe of the mofl fouthernly provinces, parti- 
cularly the Ukraine; which is univerfelly 
allowed to be one of the fineft countries in the 
world ; the rivers which flow through this ter- 
ritory all take their courfe to the Black fea ; 
fo that it is only by an artificial navigation, 
and along land carriage that they are brought 
to Peter(burg. It is well known diat they 
could be delivered at ConfUntinople for z 
much lefs price than at Petersburg ; which, 
with the increafe of trade refulting from a na- 
vigation open all the year, and immediately 
into the center of Europe, would give the 
empire at one ftroke, ten times the commerce 
it can ever poffefs otherwife ; and would, at 
the fame time, give the Czarina fuch anadvan^. 
tage over the Turks, as to endanger the very 
exigence of Conflantiiy>ple, and with it that 
of their empire. And if the plan upon which 
that great monarch conducted his wars againi^ 
the Turks be confidercd, it will appear that 
he never loil; fight of this great objed*. AzopH 

waa 
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was the town which be acquired at a very 
great eypence of men aod fnoncj : he fortified 
jt at ji yet greater expence, and built a fleet oC 
Aoutfbips for that navigation, with docks, 
yards, and magazinea of aU forts ; but th« 
linfortuqate campaign of the Pruth put aa 
«nd to hishopej, and g^ve back tfoat co.qquefli 
to thei Turks, Had be b«en fuc<:?fsful, he 
defign^d the conqueft of the C/it^^a, which 
would at onfre ha?e given kita po0ei&on of a 
poUe proyin(:e, $nd the command pf the 
Euxine* The fame idea was fteadUy purfued 
in the war of 1735? which ended with thcf 
peifion of Azophtp the Ruffians, a fortrefs of 
all others the moft important for the profecu^ 
lion of thijs de%n, 

A very little refleftiott will give i>s an ides^ 
pffomeof thcconfcquences which would, iqi 
aJl probability, attend the execution of this 
plan. Without fupppfing an entjre conqueft.of 
Moldavia, Bulgaria, and Walachia, with the 
Tartar diftrifts to the North of the . fea, 9s 
fome wjrilers have donp, let us only ftate th? 
navigation from the Euxine to the Mediterra^ 
nean being made free to both nations, and 
A:&oph aqd the Crimea in the hands pf the 
^tt^ans. They >yould then have a free navi-- 
gatioa froiQ all parts of tlicir empire, by 

K 3 jpcanf 
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means of the Tanais and theDonetz, down (q 
Azoph; that port would then be the grand ma- 
gazine of all the commodities of their empire, 
where their (hips would load for diftributing 
them through all the fouthern countries of 
Europe, and on the coaft of Africa, at the 
fame time that Petersburg fent them to all the 
Northern ones. But this trade would give 
them a new export, which would prove per- 
haps of more confequence than all the others 
put together j that of corn : the fineft terri- 
tories of Europe for husbandry are faid to be 
the tracks on the North of the, Black fea, in- 
cluding their province of the Ukraine ; at pre- 
fent thefe countries have no vent for fuch a 
produft, and therefore raife no more than fo^ 
their own confumption j but, in cafe of fuch 
a Rufliah navigation as I am now fpeaking of, 
this teritorry would lie much better for fup- 
plying the beft corn markets in feurope, thaq 
thofe which 2^t prefent fupply them. Barbary 
and Sicily it is true yield an uncertain fupply; 
but it is well known tliat Holland fupplies 
moft of the demands of Portugal, Spain and 
Italy, when embargoes are Ikid in England; 
and the Dutch bring the corn they thus trade 
in from Dantzick; let the reader therefore 
compare the navigation from Azoph, to alj 
the coafts of the Mediterranean, with that 
• 5 '' fron\ 
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from Dantzick, round three foarths of Eu- 
rope. It is very evident, that the Ruffians 
would at once command the entire fupply of 
all thofe countries J not only with fo impor- 
tant aD article as that of corn, but would/ for 
the fame reafon, gain the excluiive trade of 
oavalftores to them like wife ; irpn^ hemp, can^- 
vafs, timber, &c^ 

Rdative to ftrengtii in war, the fuqcefs of 
fiich a plaa w.Q^14 only be too great; for one 
can hardly fuppofe the Turks would fubmit 
to a Rufiian navigation through the heart of 
Conftantinople, without they were firft rcduf 
ced to the lad extremity; and in fuch a ftate 
of weaknefs their fubmitting to it would, ia 
icafeof a fucceeding war, be but another word 
for the ov^throw of their empire. It would 
depend on the na^al forc^ of the two empires 
on the Black fea, for which-ever fleet in caCe 
of a quarrel, was fupcrior, they would nearly 
command the event of thje war; if the Turk$ 
had the better, the Rufliaiis WQuld be cut off 
from all the advantages propofed; and if 
vii5ory dcplared fpr the Jatter, Conftantinople 
and all the proyinc.e^ of the Ottgojan empire 
would be expofejd tq them in the pioft dange* 
rpu§ manner ; and if theadvantages of the Ruf- 
fians, in building ^nd equipping fleets, with 
their tef ritpry behind them fo abpuflding with 
• K 4 ' ali 
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all forfs of materials^ be confidefed, it cai^ 
hardly be doubted but they would gain the 
moft deciiive fupcriority. Nor (hould I omi^ 
obferyingt that the mere pofleflion of Axoph 
might be made a means of putting this plan 
in execution and carrying any future war» 
if well direded> to the gates of Conftaati-^ 
nople. 

Let any one confider the prefent afpe£t of 
affairs in that quarter, and the motions of the 
Ruffian troops, and it will be evident iha^ 
this idea is now in being, and that, in all pro- 
bability, before the prefent war fees a periody 
the Turks will find the arms of RuiHa iniini« 
tely heavier than in the lail, and themfelve$ 
attacked with a maritime force on the Black 
iea, much too great for them to contend with. 
I have been told, that it is a fixed determtna-- 
lion of the Czarina's not to conclude this wai; 
without gaining a powerful eilabliOiment oq^ 
the Black fea, fo that Azoph may be but on^ 
ftep to connedl with further and equally im* 
portantacqurfitions. * 

If We judge from the prefent fta^c of thd 
Ruffian army, we may look for great fuccefs j^ 
for the firft foundation of it, experience, is 
flrongin moft of the officers, and the men may 
all be called veterans. It is the fame army that 
faw ail the campaigns againft the king o( 
'•4 ^ Praf: 
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Pfqffia^ that were beat tvithout flying it 
Zorndoff, and conquered at Cqnncrfdorf < 
and that have fince been in continual adlion ir^ 
Poland, and always viftorious. It cdnfifts of 
two hundred apd fifty thoufand old foldiers^ 
lixty thoufand pf whiph arc horfe, better 
|iiounted> ai)d finer troops, than any that 
were ever in the Ruffian army before ; with '4 
t^^ain of artillery as fine as any in the world, 
^nd, what is of yet greater confecjuence, welj 
ifupplied with officers and engineers fron^ 
9II parts of Europe, attra^f^ed by every muni- 
ficent encoviragement. The I^uffians are very 
ienfible, that the lofles they fuftaincd, and 
their want of foccefs is general, againli 
the king of Pruffia, was owing to their ar^ 
titlcry being very badly fervcd, and it has 
given them a great eagernefs tq remedy this' 
fatal evil ; and at prefent I believe they have 
^one itcflfcdlually 5 (hey will not siny where be 
wanting in fuccefs on that Recount. 

This empire has not any neighbours to 
whom it is not much fuperior in force, and in 
the conftitution of its army. Poland is at its 
mercy, and will continae fo till (he is reduced 
|o a province, an event I fhould never be 
inuch furprized at. Pruffia is not comparable 
In power to Ruffia, and could never make 
|he (land againfl her arms again that we faw 
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in the h& war ; becaufe the RufiiaQ army is 
better, more Qumerous, and with an artillery 
that yields to none in Europe ; and^ at the 
iame tioie with an advantage (he never en- 
joyed before, Poland behind her, three 
fourths of it abfolutcly in her power, to winter 
IP, inftead of falling I?ack to Ruflia, which 
was the cafe before* I dwell the more upr 
on thefe particulars, becaufe it appears very 
clearly to me, that the ne^t genersi war will 
fee thefe jtwo powers again in oppofifiop, and 
I conjedure with very different fuccefs. 

The prcferit ftate of the Ruffian navy pror 
mifes alfo well to the empire i for it never 
faw fo many hands employed io it fince the 
time of Peter the Great jo the prefent. New. 
fliips ard eyery day Ujjnchiijg at Petersburg, 
and 41 thf ^^^ 9^9^ repairinjg with great ex*- 
pedition ; a flout fquadron is iittipg put, of 
fuch a force, that one would think the Empref^ 
meant to awe the Baltick, while her army is 
employed againft the Turks. She has many 
ibiprcarpentcrs on the Tanais, and will be 
extremely formidable on the Black iea. So 
that if ever Ruffia began a war with a good 
profpedt of fuccefs, it is this againft . the 
Turks. 

There are many JEnglifli at Petersburg ; be^ 
fides feyeral gentlemen in the Britiih faftory, 

witl^ 
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jwith whom I became acquainted on my firft 
coming hither : there are fo many, that I- am 
convinced we have more people in the Ruf- 
iian fervice by fea and land, as well as in many 
other departrhents, than is conjedured in Eng- 
land. They certainly meet with good encou- 
ragement, orthey would not be tempted to leave 
their own country } and very politick it is of 
the Emprefs to avail hcrfelf fo ftrongly of the 
alliance (he has with usj for nothing can be 
of more importance to her than getting a? 
many of bur officers by fea and land into her 
fervice, as poffible j men flie has in abun-: 
dance, and men that will ftand for ever to be 
ihot at } but the defarts of Ruffia will not give 
her experienced officers, tho' her own wm 
have formed many under the tuition pf fo- 
reigners. Our engineers are of infinite con- 
ieqiience to her j and (he has great numbeirs 
of ihip-carpcnters from Britain, as well as of- 
ficers and common feamen. There never was 
a period more favourable to fuch defigns, than 
the conclufion of the late war, in which we 
had employed a greater number of forces 
both by land and fea, than we could poflibly 
teeji ijp in peace j fo that very many of thern 
might he fuppofed willing enough to enter in- 
^o the fervi<fei of a power in alliance with us j 
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an opportunity invaluable to the Empref;^ 

and of whljch I am clear ihe made good ufe. 

Thi$ caufe, with the conftant trade we carr 
jy on with Peterfburg, fills that city with 
EngUfli, Scotch, and Irifli j ' but they make 
|jo great figure j which is very eafily accounts 
cd for. From what I have feen of the Ruf- 
jpans, the charafter I had heard of them apr 
plar5 very juft j they are a ftrange people, 
that carry in all the lower cla^s the marks of 
civility juft emerging from barbarity. They 
are obedient, and yery patient j but have ^ 
mofofenefs that fcemsas if it woujd ne?er bp 
tamed. The loweft among them live in con- 
pliant feverity, yet that does not fcenj to bovy 
^wn their fpirits or adivity, as flavpry does 
in all other countries : th^y majcc nothing of 
hardfhipe, and wi|l bear in continuanpe what 
^ould {ieftroy in a.fhdrt time other people of 
lefs robuft conftitutiojis. The higjier clafle§ 
however (how nothing of this. They appear 
in fome tneafure like other people, which is 
the effeft of luxury ainong them, that every 
where foftens s^nd humanizes the pf^ple among 
fvhom it comes. It niay be thought odd by 
thoffs who have never been in Ruffia, that | 
^ouW talk of luxiiry among die Mufcoyites | 
\fut there is no court in £ur(^, in which (the 
fituatioq and other circugiftances of tl^e coun? 
^ ■■■'•' ■■" ■•.■,■ try 
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try confidcrc4) is more luxury; arid parti- 
cularly in the articles of drefs, equipagej fer- 
vantSj and the table; which is including the 
moft devouring branches of it. I have been, 
three times at court, which is what we cx>ni- 
xnonly odl very iplendid ; the dreflSis of every 
body are more expcoiive than I have any where 
feen : all in gold and filver and jewels, b\ir 
fcarcely any taftc ; they have in their dreffea 
bat one ambition, which is to be as rich as 
poiUble, and to have a great change ; but as 
to having an idea of taftc, and real elegance, 
even the nobility feem not to know what it 
is. They are ridiculoufly fhewy, the climate 
conEdered, in their coaches and iledges, 
thinking, in every inftance of this fort, that 
their rank can only be mahifefted by an enor- 
moas expence. In their tables alfo, they are 
in the fame ftile ; profufe in every thing ; diis 
hasa vcrybadeffeA; for their revenues, apart 
of which ought to be expended upon their 
eftatcs in improvements, and finding employ- 
ment for their neighbouring poor, are all 
Squandered in the luxury of the capital, giv- 
ing employment to Engiiihmen, Frenchmca 
and Dutchmen, inftead of theirown country- 
men. I know not what motive the govern- 
ment can have had for a long while in en- 
couraging this profuiion, unlcis it be to 

keep 
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keep all the nobles poor, and thereby the. 
more dependent* 

The government of Ruflia is the moft ab- 
folute in Europe ; there is not even the ap- 
pearance of the lead barrier between the will- 
of the fovereign and the people: all ranks are 
equally flavcs to the Emprefs, not fubjcdts ; 
and their punifhments fhew the fpirit of the 
legiflature ; the greateft nobility are liable ta 
fuffer the knout, that is, to be whipped to 
death; and other violent punifhments are 
ufedy fuch as cutting out tongues, hanging up 
by the ribs, and many other efforts of barbari-* 
ty, which {hew the cruelty of defpotifm, 
without having any good efFcft. In the fame 
fpirit alfo we have feen the revolutions of the 
government ; fcarccly a fovereign dies a na- 
tural death, but is cut off; and, by a revo* 
lution in the government, a wife, a brother, 
or a fifler, fixed in the throne ; and all thi^ 
performed by the regiments of guards, who, 
in fad, are prctorian cohorts, giving away 
the empire at their pleafure. This is ever 
a mark of a dcfpotic government, which 
is always infecurc in proportion to its feVerity. 

It is amazing that politick princes, who 
are advanced to a throne by the favour . of . two 
or three regiments of guards, do not fee in a 
clearer manner, that the fame power which 

gives 
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gives can take away 5 and^ the moment they 
arc firmly fixed in their power, do not extir- 
pate the corps to whom they owe their ad- 
vancement. Peter the Great faw the tenden- 
cy of the Strelites and difbanded them, inftita- 
ting three regimeqts of guards in their place ; 
but thefe guards, from not being fent to diftant 
campaighs, and being conftantly iround the 
perfon of the fovereign,. are in fa<St the fame 
in power and opportunity as the Strdites. In 
a free government, or even in an abfolute 
monarchy, .provided there is a fhew of fome 
liberty, fuch as is in the kingdoms of France, 
Spain, &c. we do not fee the guards daring to 
aft in this manner : but in countries of pure 
defpotifm, like Ruffia, Turkey, Perfia, &c. 
a prince, in order to be fafe, (hould have 
no guards in particular, but all the regiments 
of his army guards by turns; and when 
he is away from the capital, the garri- 
fon of every place he is in, his guard for 
the time he is there. This method, tho* 
it might not infure them from all the evils 
which attend defpotifm, yet it would give 
them a much greater degree of fecurity than 
they could poffibly be in otherwife; which one 
would apprehend an objedt of the firft impor- 
tance. 

The Roman hiftory is full of inftances of 

emperor^ 
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emperors being ^ofed» and others iet up bf 
the Pretorian cohorts. Many are the Ottov^ 
man emperors who hav6 been ftrangled bf 
^e Janiiiariesi and the hiilories of other 
countries* under fimilaf ctrcutxlftances^ abound 
with the like examples ; which ihoiild makci 
thofe monarchsy that owe their advancecbent 
to a few regiments felcfled from thfc reft of 
the armyt throw all their forces upoit the 
fame footing. 

Petersburg is tolerably gay, bcfidcs the bril- 
liancy it derives from the court. There arc a 
great laany concerts, in which we fim# numc*- 
fous performers of great merit, but all Ger« 
mans ; here are plays alfo exhibited but irre-^ 
guUrly, and not with ,agreeable circum- 
dances ; an opera was eftabli(hed, but it did 
©ot laft long ; but by the accounts I have had^ 
the gala time is when parties can be m^de on 
the ice: In winter all the country is covered 
with fnow, frozen fo hard, that that is the 
common feafon for travelling 5 and then'innu- 
merable parties are made in fledges, which are 
{drawn on the frozen jfnow over lakes, plains^ 
rivers^ bogs, &c. and muft form a fpedacle 
really aftonifhing to thofe who never beheld 
it : I am alfo told, that this way of travelling 
is fo very commodious, expeditious and agreed- 
able^ that a thouiand miles are pafled with 

mucli 
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much greater eafe than an hundred at any o- 
thcr feafon. As I purpofc feeing the fouthera 
provinces of the empire, I (hall therefore be 
gone before this entertainment is to be reaped ; 
but, if I can make it tolerably convenient, 
will take a (hare in it on my return for Po- 
land 5 tho' I have no great idea of travelling 
on fnow with any degree of information, or 
even much entertainment ; for the foil, and 
the cultivation of it, and the ftate of the pea- 
fants, which afford me' not only inftrufition 
but entertainment, arc then rendered invifiblc; 
£0 that a journey full of the greateft variety 
muft Iiavc then an entire famenefs. This 
frozen fnow is; however, of prodigious con- 
fequence to the trade of this country ; for car- 
riage upon it is wonderfully cheap, and more 
expeditious than can well be conceived, whiclv 
is a matter of great advantage to a country 
that has fuch roads as Ruffia. 

The journey from Pcterfburg to Pekin is 
Ae longcft that is gone by land throughout 
the world ; it is near a year and half going, 
and as much returning, but then it is a tra- 
ding carravan, much encumbered with bag- 
gage and merchandize, and in a part of the 
route with water j for all the mcii and cattlo 
for many days are paffing fandy dcfarts, which 
are utterly void of water* Part of this im- 

Vol. III. t " ^ mcafv 
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menfe route is performed on the fnow^ 
through a northerly part of Siberia, where 
there are no roads which are paflkble except on 
the fnow. Of this vaft journey, Mr. Bell in 
his travels has given a very good account. It 
13 much owing to that gentlem'an, that the. 
world knows any thing of Siberia, whicli: 
is^ certainly one of the moft extenfive, 
countries in the world ; and, to the furprize 
of the weftern part of Europe, confifts of 
feveral provinces, all of them three or four 
times as big as Great Britain, with a moft 
fertile foil, and a mild climate in the fouthern 
parts, capable of feeding a moft numerous 
, population ; but inftead of being peopled^ ia 
any proportion to its fize, it is comparatively 
fpeaking a mere defart* But I can never be 
perfuaded, that it is impoilible for a fove- 
reign of Ruffia, who fets heartily about i^ 
with judgment, aftivity, and penetration, to. 
people all his dominions ; or at leaft to put 
them in a way of doubling their numbers^ 
in a^ ihort a period as ever our American co- 
lonies did, for this great work, a time of pro- 
found peace would be neceilary, and aa em« 
p^eror that was of a truly philofophic difpoii-^ 
tion. Liberty muft be diffufed, 2AI flaveryr 
of the lower ranks broken through, and everyr 
mau allowed to become a facmer that pleafes^ 

I 
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r purpofed leaving Peterfturg the firft week 
in September, being the furtheft time 1 was 
informed that I could venture to fet out up- 
on a long journey, unlefs I ftaid till the froft 
and fnow were fet ii) : my defign was to go 
to Mofcow, and from thence to Kiovia, the ' 
capital of the U kraine, a country' I was de^* 
firou^? of feeing. Upon making enquiries into 
tlvi" proper prepariations for fuch a journey, I 
found thtre were but two plans ; one to travel 
with a carravan to Mofcow, and the other tp 
go only with my own attendants ; of which 
I (hould not have lefs than five, and all well 
armed: That it would not be advifeable to 
travel with my own horfes, as I might pro- 
cure a military order to be fupplied by the 
peafants, from poft to poft, at a fmall price ; , 
and at the fame time the owner of the horfes 
would attend as a guide. In purfuance of this 
advice! fold ray little Swedifh horfes, though 
fomething againft my will, and made up my 
guard with my own fcrvant, my German 
poftillion, and my Swede who underftood the 
Ruffian language, and to thefe I added by 
the favour of General WorofofF (to whom 
I am otherwife much indebted) two foot fol- 
diers from his own regiment. Thefe five fel- 
lows were each of them armed with a broad 
fword, a pair of piAols and a carbine ; and I 
L 2 carried 
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carried a pair of ptftols and a fliort rifled bar--' 
rel gun, which were my arms^from Denmark 
through all Sweden, though I never had any 
neceflity of ufing them. Thus equipped, I was 
afTured I might travel in perfect fafety through 
allRuffia. . 

CHAPTER V. 

journey from Peterjburg to MofconxH^Defcrip-- 
tion of the Country — Great Settlement (f Poles 
— Mofcow — Journey into The Vkrmne — Ac^ 
count of that fine Province — Defcription of the 
Agriculture of it — Culture ofHemp^ Tobacco^ 

, &c. 

T LEFT Peterfburg the 6th of September, 
X ^^d yriih much diifEcttlty got to Juam-- 
gorod, which is fifty miles, through a country 
which is alternately a marih and woods<» 
From thence to Novogorod took me three 
days, being the diflance of one hundred 
piiles. I laid both nights at Ruffian intis- I 
travelled in the chara<lter of a general officer 
in the King of England's fervice, which was 
of no flight ufe to me; for it is not eafy to con- 
ceive the refpedt which all the lower ranks of 
people pay to the military, of whatever nation, 
j>rovidcd they make any figure j and the num- 
ber 
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bcr of my attendants, with their being fo well 
armed, and the various languages we fpoke^ 
feemed to imprefs the people with a notion 
that I was a perfon of very great confequence. 
The Ruiiians have nothing in them that one^ 
can properly call civility, but I met with the 
moft perfe<^ obfequioufnefs and obedience; 
and having provided myfelf .with good bread, 
I lived upon excellent fi(h throughout the 
journey. About Novogorod the country is 
part of it cultivated, but the inclofures are 
thin, and there do not feem to be any great 
exertions of induftry in it, but the foil appears 
to be a fine, deep, rich loam. 

September the i ith, I got toMidna, which 
is above forty miles. This line of country is 
beautiful, being in fine but gentle inequali- 
ties, and only fprinkled with fmall woods, 
and well watered with rivers: there is much 
cultivated land ; but the harveft was all got 
in. I faw fome crops of turneps, fuch as arc 
common in Sweden, and as fine, but the 
people feem to be very miferable. Many of 
the peafants* have farms, but then they can 
only work them when their landlords allow : 
three or four days in the week they labour on 
the lands of their mailers, finding fometimes 
cattle and implements, in confideration of 
-|)eing allowed the reft of their time on their 

L 3 . » own 
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own farms ; yet for thefe they pay a coh0*« 
derable rent in produds, and are befides open 
to the fupplying all military travellers with 
horfes^ for which they get a very fpare allow- 
ance^ and fomc times nothing at all. In a 
word, theit date is fo little better than the 
common labourers, who work conftantly for 
their lords, that I did nQt 6nd it a matter of 
envy to the latter. 

The 1 2th I reached Thedray, a little town» 
prettily iituated near a river, the fame country 
continuing for forty-four miles, and much of 
it tolerably well cultivated. I pafied through 
feveral very extenlive plains of meadow, that 
appeared very fine, but were not well ftocked 
with cattle. The vilUgcs feem very wcH 
peopled, 

,The 14th I got to Twcra, which is a con- 
fidcrable town on the river Wolga, the dif- 
tance above eighty miles. The peafants have 
hitherto furniflled me very well with horfes^ 
yet their pay is not three farthings a mile, 
with fomething for the peafant. I have given 
to the value of four-pence 'Englifh for a day's 
journey, with which they feem to be very 
well fatisfied ; from whence I conjcdure that 
they ufually have nothing. This line of 
country is pretty well peopled* I pafled 
through feveral towns, and many villages, 

with 
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With fome cultivated country that was cut 
into inclofures, and appeared to be kept in 
good order. Upon making enquiry, they in-^ 
formed me, that they cultivated barley, oats, 
and buck-wheat ; and, from the beft conjec- 
ture I can make from the intelligence they 
gave me, in Ruffian weight and meafure, to 
the amount of between two and three quar- 
ters Engliffi per acre. All the lands that are 
Jn culture here belong to the nobility, whofe 
agents manage them with the peafants. But 
fome they pointed out at a diftance, that be- 
longed to others, who I found were poiTefTors 
of the land, but not nobles ; in other words, 
gentlemen. It was with fome difficulty that 
I could get my two foldiers to behave with 
any decency to the peafants ; they were al- 
ways ready for giving them a blow, when 
gentle words would do to the full as well ; 
but I curbed this licentioufnefs, which gave 
- me a clear idea of the government of Ruffia, 
snd at the fame tin^e convinced me, that all 
the Emprefs\ fine fchemes for encouraging' 
agriculture muft inevitably come to nothing. 
*rhe peafant who condudted me to Twera told 
me, dn the road, that fuch a track of land 
Hvas his father's farm 5 that it belonged to 
^im, not being hired of any landlord ; and 
^prould, after his father's death, come to him- 

hi I 
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I faid, then he would have an opportunity of 
living muc^ better, anld being more comfort- 
able than at prefent. He replied, no; that 
if he got any thing, the Count Woronofkoy 
would take It, for there was a payment 
(which I took to be in the nature of a qult7 
rent) to him out of it. I obferved feveral 
good tracks that were arable; he faid that his 
father's land was chiefly meadow, but h^ 
hired fome ploughed ground of the Count ; 
and I found that the rent of good arable land 
was two fhillings ah acre, that was in regula^r 
culture. But this is not a mark of great 
cheapnefs, the prices of all produ<5ts being^ 
proportionate; for good bread is, through 
this pountry, at about a farthing a pound, and 
iBUttpn and beef fomethipg better than three 
farthings, but under a penny ; fo that every 
thing elfc muft of coiirfe be proportionate. 
And a farmer muft cultivate a large track of 
ground to raife a fmall fuqi of money ; but 
thexafc is/ that money is fo valuabJe# that 
they raife no more produds than ncccflary for 
their common purchafes and rent, and the 
imall fum they bring anfwers whei-p all things 
are proportioned. I found from this man's 
account, that a farmer, who lived upon his 
ewn eftatc, was at ^he mercy of the nearefl; 
nobleman, and, if he grew rich, would furely 

" ■ ■•■ ■ ■ • b^ 
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be fleeced l^y him. It is imppflible to intro- 
duce improvements intp fuch 4 pountry with- 
out an entire new lyftem. 

As I advanced in my journey, I every wherf 
made enquiries aftex new fetdernent§ on tl^c 
lands belonging to the Emprefs 5 but bear^ ^ 
nothing pf them tHl I got to Twera : therp 
they told me, that in the forcft of Volkpufkile, 
about an hundred miles to the louthrweft^ 
was a very large new colony of Poles, fettled 
at thp expencc of the Czarina.' I immedir 
ately deterpiincd to go out of my way to vievr 
it, that I mighf have an opportunity to fee in 
what manner they were fixed, and what a 
reception they met with. I got there the 
i6th, paffing through a country, the chief of 
vvhich is wafte, being either foreft or mea- 
dovv, but with few villages. I found the 
fettlefpent of Poles confifted of alpout fix hun- 
dred families ^ and pleafed me better than 
any thing I had feen in Rufila. Each family 
has ^ fmall, but not a bad houfe, built of 
wood, and covered with Ihingles ; a houfe as 
good or better than the generality of fmall 
farm-houfes in England, where the mud 
walls would give foreigners an idea that we 
were the pooreft nation in Europe. Behind 
every houfe was an inclpfure of about fifty 
^ngliih acres in one field. The fence was a 
-^ ' ^ ditch 
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ditch and parapet, with a row of young plant* 
for a hedge, that fecmed to be a kind of elm. 
Each inclofure came down to a rivulet, where 
cattle might water. Each family had two 
iheep, and a ram, to a certain number, a cow^ 
and a couple of oxen to till the arable, with 
a cart and a plough; all which were at thp 
Emprefs's expence, and do not coft what they 
would in England. This may be conceived; 
when I give the rates. Two oxen for 
ploughing and carting come to but five 
pounds 1 a cow to thirty (hillings ; a iheep 
cightcen-pence ; a plough four (hillings.; a 
cart nine (hillings ; each houfe coft the Ea^* 
prcfs about four and twenty (hillings; and 
every family had an allowance of provifion 
the firft year from the neighbouring country, 
which coft her nothing; fo that the total 
expence, per family, vras only eight pounds 
ten (hillings ; and many of the families confift 
of eight or nine perfons. The farms were all 
under Qulture, and fubdivided by the people 
themfclves ; and I obferved that thefe inner 
fences were done exadlly in the fame manner 
as the furrounding ones. Some had four 
fields, others five, and fome fix. The land, 
when they fettled it, was wafte foreft, but not 
many trees on it, that yielded a wild and luxu- 
riant grafs: it is a red loam on clay. The 
4 peafants 
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peafants cultivate wheat .without exception, 
which they had been ufcd to in Poland ; each 
had one field of it j alfo a crop of barley, 
oats, or rice ; with a piece of beans, and 
another of turneps. Their farms were im 
general in good order, and they feemed to 
be extremely diligent and ^nduftrious in their 
management. Soche of them had vaftly in- 
creafed their cattle, keeping as many as they 
pleafed on the adjoining foreft : fome had 
more than twenty (heep, ten cows, and fir 
oxen J but they had greatly increafed their 
farms, which the Emprefs allows, provided 
the former portion is all in culture. They 
all feeme4 to be perfeflly happy, being en- 
tirely free from all oppreffion by being on the 
lands of the crown ; and there is no doubt 
but they will in time yield a fine revenue, 
without any feverity being employed. 

Some of them had pieces of hemp, which' 
thrives with them fo well, that its culture 
increafes among them daily. I enquired 
particularly into the value of an acre, and 
found that it was worth upon the fpot from 
fifty (hillings to four pounds, which I think 
is very confiderable, and ihews that thefe 
new colonies may prove a fource^of very great 
wealth and population. 

It 
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It is extremely evident from this iqftance^ 
that the way of bringing improvement^ to 
bear in Rufli^^ Js not by encouragements 
given to the peafants, unkfs^ they could at 
pnce hfi fct as free as in other countries, whicli 
I ani convinced already is an impoilibility^ 
from what I have feen on this journey; bc- 
paufe the nobility and other land-owners, to 
whom they are vafTals, fie^e and opprefs them 
tQ fuph a degree, that they can never be fecure 
pf any property, unlefs their encouragtment 
.fromes from their own lords. Even they who 
are not vafTals, but have poflefiions of their 
own, are tr^tnp|ed pn by the foldiery. Nq 
improvement, by giving them a greater degree 
of liberty, can therefore have any eflFca, un- 
lefs it comes from their lords ; as in this cafe 
of the Polifh emigrants. The Emprefs fixing 
them upon the crown-lands, they are vafTals 
.jpf the crown, and all the liberty fhc chufes 
to give thcntJ they will fecurely enjoy, with- 
out any one's daripg to injure them in any 
refpeiS ; and as the fovereign can never pro- 
fitably cultivate an cxtenfivc domain fpr her 
own account, this is the only means df work- 
ing improvements ; and they canpot fail qf 
proving mofl highly profitable. 

And the nobility have it alfo in their ppw^ 
to make the fame improvements upon their 

9m 
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own cftates, becaufe under their pfotedioh 
the peafants would be fecure. But as to all 
general improvements in hufbandry, it is 
merely impoflible that they (hould be attended 
with the leaft efFeft, Every landlord has 
every thing in his power upon his own lands> 
provided^ I mean^ he be of rank and conf^^- 
^uencc ; and they have the ability^ by means 
of the ilavcry of their peafants, to work very 
great cffedls, if they pleafed to undertake 
them. Laws or edifts therefore mufl: be di- 
^eded to them : the rewards for a proper 
condu£t fhould all be granted to them ; the 
Emprefs fhould addrefs herfelf to thera, and 
let them find favour att:ourt in proportion to 
• the cultivation of their eftates : thcfe are the 
only means of doing great things. 
- The crown lands zre fo aniazingly exten-^ 
five^ that very great things might in this 
manner be done, and far more efiedlually 
than by general laws, in a country where 
the people are fo habituated to flavery, that 
it would be a vain attempt to free them under 
all mailers. Thefe fix hundred families had 
at once thirty thoufand acres in culture, be^ 
fides the increafe, which by many of them 
was very confiderable; all which will, in 
proccfs of time, yield a great revenue to the 
crown^ bcfidcs the acquifition of ftrength 

which 
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which the empire receives by the addition o^ 
population/ and the amount of fo much in-* 
duftry as all thefe people create. After five 
years this^ colony is to pay an annual rent, 
which in ten more will be increafed^ and after 
that remain a freehold to the Poles, fubjedt 
only to that rent* An idea of the field which 
the Emprefs has for improvement may be 
conjeAured by one contiguous track of waftc 
and fored, partly, in the Ziranni province, 
which contains above thirty-ieven millions of 
Englifh acres, and belongs to the crown, 
befides tracks in Siberia and Tartary ten times 
aa .large. It is therefore extremely evident, 
that the great objeS: of Ruffian politicks 
ihould be the peopling and cultivating the 
crown lands; which, if managed with un*^ 
remitted diligence, aod without fparing ex« 
pence, might be continually on the improve* 
ment, and in fuch fwift manner, that the 
quantity of land rendered profitable might 
^on be immenfely great. 

This colony of Pedes have a market in the 
middle of their fettlement on the great road, 
where merchants refort to buy their fparc pro- 
ducts, hemp, 6cc. bringing all thofe forts of 
commodities which they want; and this 
trade occafions a circulation among themi 
which is highly advantageous. The .report 

of 
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of the indulgence and benefits they have met 
with has had great efFed in Poland ; fo that 
they pointed out to me a track of land con*- 
tiguous, where they foon'cxpe(3:ed two hundred 
families more. Having viewed feveral farms 
of the fettlers and made fuch enquiries as I 
thought neceffary, I fet out for Mofcbw with- 
out returning to Twcra : the diftancc is one 
hundred and feventeen miles ; and. I arrived 
there the 2oth9 paffing through a very finely 
variegated country^ well watered and wood- 
ed, and fpread in fine plains, with many vil- 
lages fcattered throagh them ; and much ap- 
pearance of cultivation : all this country is in 
the hands of three or four nobles, whofe fte w- 
ards dired the management of it. 

This city is the greateft in the empire ; it 
was once ftrongly fortified for this part of the 
world, but the fecurity of the prefent timea 
has made every thing unnecefiary except a 
wall ; It is about fixteen miles in circumfe- 
rence, and contains about half a million of 
inhabitants, till lately the Czars fpent a 
part of the year here; but the palace, which is 
a very indifferent one, having been damaged 
by fire, they have not of late years been there; 
but notwithdanding this, Mofcow is the re- 
fidence of a vaft number of the nobility, in- 
(|eed of three fourths of thofe whofe ofiice^ 

or 
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or expibdations dp not oblige them to ziitnd \ 
the court ; in which inftance there is a greater 
tipptarance of liberty than in nioft other coun- 
tries ; for in general, all the nobility of a 
kingdom flock to the feat of government. 

Mofcow is very irregularly built ; but it is \ 
a beautiful city, from the windings of the river, 
and fronci many eminence^ which are covtred I 
with groves ot fine tall trees, and from nu- I 
merous gardens, and lawns, which opening ] 
to the water give it a moft pleafing airy ap- \ 
pearance. I expe&ed to fee nothing but wood- \ 
en houfes, but was agreeably furprized at the ^ 
£ght of many very fine fabricks of brick and { 
fk>ne. It is beyond comparifpn a finer city 
than Peterlburg* The number of churches^ 
and chapels, amounting it is faid to eighteen 
hundred, make a great figure in the printed 
defcriptions of this city ; but from the appear- 
ance of them I ihould fuppofc the fad falfe, 
and that out of great numbers very few arc 
worthy of note. I faw the great bell, which 
i^ the largefi: in the world, and indeed a mod: 
flupendous thing it is. They have many o- 
ther bells in the city, which much exceed 
any thing that is elfewhere to be met with ; 
the Ruffians being remarkably fond of this 
ornament of their churches. 

There 



RUSSIA; tdl 

There is a very confiderablc manufacture at 
Mofcow of various hemp fabricks ; particu- 
larly, fail qloth and (heetingj which, employs, 
feme thoufands of looms, and many thou- 
fands of people; the hemp is mofl of it 
brought from the Ukraine: there are alfo great 
numbers of confiderable merchants here, who 
carry on a yery extenfiye commerce with all 
parts of the empire ; ifor there is water car- 
riage fix)m hence to the Black and Cafpiaa 
feas, and with but few interruptions to the 
Baitick alfo, which are circumftances that 
make it the center of a viery great commerce. 
This city is much better fituated for the 
metropolis of the empire than Peterfburg : It 
is almoft in the center of the mofl cultivated, 
parts of it; communicating in the manner 
above-mentioned with the three inla'nd feas^ 
not at a great diftance from the moft import- 
ant province of the empire, the Ukraine ; open 
to the fouthern territories on the Black fea, 
and by means of the rivers Wolga and the 
Don commanding an inland navigation of 
prodigious extent. Its vicinity alfo to th« 
qountriesv which muft always be the feat o£ 
any wars with the Turks, the enemies mod 
to be attended to of all thofe with whom the 
Ruffians wage war ; upon the whole made it 
infinitely a better fituation for the feat-of go- 
VoL, III. M vernment. 
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vernmentt than that of Pctcrlbarg, which is 
tt the very extremity of the empire, and 
poffefling few of thefc advantages. Found- 
ing that city, and making it the feat of fbreign' 
commerce and naval power, was an admira« 
ble exertion of genius ; but the feat of govern* 
picnt fhould always have been at Mofcow. 

The 23d I left that city, taking the road to- 
wards Ukraine— I was fortunatei n having very , 
fine dear weather, and found the roads every \ 

where exceedingly good, no autumnal rains ] 

having yet falkn. I got that night to Mo- j 

lafky, the diftance about fixty miles, nor dfti ^ . 
I find fuch a day's journey too much for the | 

horfes ; the country all this way is a level 1 

plain, very fertile, and much of it well culti- I 

vated, with many villages, and in general, a ' 

well peopled territory : the peafants feemcd j 

tolerably eafy, but fcarcely any of them have j 

any property. From Molafky, fifty fix miles ' 

carried me the next day to Arcroify, a fmall i 

town ; fituatcd in a territory not fo well-peopled ! 

as the preceding ; the villages thinner, and but j 

little of the foil cultivated, being covered with j 

much timber of greatfize and beauty. The 2!t5th 
I reached Demetriovitz, at the diftance of more \ 

than fifty miles, every ftep of which was acrofs a, \ 

foreft in which I faw not the leaft veftige of any 1 

habitation : the road was not difficult to find, even j 

3 if 
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if I bad not had agmde, b«st it is not much 
frequeated ; the mercantile peopk oi/aking 
this ^Ft of the journey to the Ukriuae by wa^. 
tct : This immenfe track of wild couotry> ia 
part open meadow aod part covered with tim** 
bcr> which would in England be ^ thotight ar 
glorioijsfight : the (oil is all a fine iand» and^ if 
I qpiay judge from the fpontaneous vegetation, 
9 Qioft fertile, loam ^ fo that nothing is want-p 
ing I^t an induflrious population : but with** 
out that, the whole territory is of little worth-, 
I baited the horfes in the middle of the foreil, 
and irefreihed myfelf and company^ much 
admiring the uncommon extent of coun-« 
try that was without the lead appearance of 
being inhabited : I apprehended that the coun* 
try nuift hare a great refemblance of the 
boundlefs plains and woods of Louiiiana. 

The 26 th I rode forty miles through an 
uninhabited plain to Serenfky; no timber in 
it| i^ut all one level fertile nieadow. | faw 
fome herds of cattle feeding as if wild, but 
the land was not a tenth part flocked; for thq 
grafs, if we turned out of the road, was up al- 
moil to the bellies of the horfes ; fuch mea-» 
^Iqw would, J apprehend, * in any part of En* 
gland let readily for five and twenty (hillings 
an acre, yet here of no value ; fuch are the 
efFeills of population, liberty, and induAry! 

M 2 Ihd 
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The fame diflance the 27th. carried rtie td 
Brenfky, a pretty little town on the banks of 
a river in the middle of a foreft ; a place? 
truly romantick, I felt myfelf rather fatigued . 
with hard riding fince I left Peterfburg, and 
therefore refted myfelf here the 28th, left 
a continuance of this great exercife ifhould give 
me a fit of illnefs^ for which Ruilia is the 
moft unfit place in the world ; for every mart 
out of Peterfburg and Mofcow mufl be his 
own phyfician. 

The 29th I got to StaradofF at the diftancd 
cf fifty miles: full twenty of which are. 
through a rich and pleafant country, much of 
it very well cultivated ; they were getting in 
part of their harveft : they cultivate all the 
grain and pulfe common in England; and 
from what I faw I have little doubt but their 
hufbandry is extremely good. They generally 
manage their lands in the fyftem of fowing 
firft hemp, then oats, then turneps, then 
wheat or rye, but much of the former is fqwn : 
after this hufbandry of five years which is fome- 
times varied to fix or feven two crops of hemp 
being taken they leave the land fallow far three 
four or five years ; by fallow is not however 
meant ploughing it all that time, but letting it 
run to grafs and weeds : it is prefently covex- 
cd thickly ; the fecond year all the weeds 
2 ^ difappear, 



\ 



' RUSSIA. i6s 

difappear,^ and they have a very fine meadow, 
without the trouble of fo wing any hay feeds, 
which they keep as the feeding ground of their 
fsLtms for feveral years, as their cattle require 5 , 
and whenever they plough it up again^hey are 
fore to find a field entirely fertilized and ready 
to yield abundant crops. I fliould have 
apprehended that this managerrient would have 
filled the land with the feeds of weeds, which, 
upon breaking it up, would have deftroyed 
their crop j but an agent that feemed to belong 
to fohie man of a large eftate anfwered me by 
faying that the firft crop they fowed, being 
hemp, entirely cleaned the ground for all the 
fiicceffive ones *, that in cafe the' efFeA was not 
perfefted, a fecond would infallibly do it ; for 
I found they had an idea here, that hemp is 
a great cleaner of the land, and that no weeds 
can live among it ; which is what I do not re- 
collect any writer of hufbandry mentions, 
As being the pradtice of Englifli. farmers. , 
It is one ihftance, among many others I 
have met with, in which I regret not 
making myfclf better acquainted with the 
hufbandry of England, before I made en- 
quiries into that of other countries. The 
quantity of hemp fown in all this country is 
very confiderable ; indeed I was told, that this 
province, which joins a part qf the Ukraine in 
M 3 fopi§ 
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fomc places, is much like that country, only the 
foil not quite fo fine. / The land here is a rich 
loam, wet, and much inclinable to a clay. They 
rcckoji an acre of hernp^ one year with an- 
other, to be worth three pounds ; an acre of 
wheat yields three quarters* and as much of 
ryej fqur quarters of barley^ and as much or 
more of oats. They have fine crops of beans 
about five quarters upon an acre. They do 
not cultivate'fo many turncps as they fliould, 
but trufl many of their cattle all winter long 
on the wade, Y^here they find herbage enought 
notwithftwding thefnowj to keep them alive : 
, but it would certainly be much better husban- 
dry to keep them better^ and colled their dung. 
They. have large herds, which in fummer arc 
ke|)t in fine order by means of the exceeding 
good padurage, which all the meadows yieldin 
vaftplerjty- All this country belongs to different 
npblemen, and is cultivated by their ftew- 
ards and jigents, who feem to know their 
bufin^s very well ; but the peafants ieem to 
be very popj, having fcarcely any figns 
. of cuUivatiop around their cottages, and yet 
they are fed by what they raife for themfelves 
on certain days, I remark, that the peafahts 
in this empire are in general happy in propor- 
tion to the ncgled under which the coun- 
try liesi in the midfi of vaft waftes and fo-p 
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rc(lsthqr feerpto be tolerably eafy j but any 
tracks yell cultivated, are done at their ex- 
pence, and they appear very near on the 
fame r^k, as ti?e blacks in our fugar colo- 
nies. 

From StaradofF to Czernichevl is feventy 
five miles, which I rode in tvvo days, arriving 
^herethe i ft oif November. i*art of this track 
is as .vyell cultivated as that on the other fide of 
Star adoff, but much of it is covered with fo- 
jrcft. Ipbfervedhempiniiianyof the fields, 
8n4fomeofit was nbt yet pulled, though 
the harveft was generally in. Czernlcheu is a 
yery well built town, finely fituated on the 
banks of the river Defna, which is navigable 
for barges of fifty tons, is very well fortified, 
and inhabited by about fifteen thoufand peo- 
ple i many of whom carry on a confiderabic 
trade with Kiovia, and. by the Nicper, with 
Poland. All the track of country, which 
lies upon the river Defna, is verv rich, and 
well cultivated. Many of the inhabitants of 
Caernicheu arc Coflack Tartars; but a traveller 
has no more reafon to fear them, than the 
inhabitants of any other part of Ruffiaj for 
the government, although milder in the Uk- 
raine, and the neighbouring provinces, 
jfrpilft having been conquered from Po- 
land, is yet the fiime, and the police as ftria 

M 4 as 
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ai in any Other part of thecmpirc, I mado | 

enquiries here concerning the danger of tra- j 

yelling through the Ukraine in this time of 1 

war ; and they aflured me, that whether it ' 

was yvar or peace, I fliould not fee the Icaft J 

appearance of any danger ; that I (hould find j 

the Ulcraine, tho' inhabited by Tartars, as i 

well aregulated province as any county in Eng- j 
land. They faid, there had been no intur- 

fions made into any of thefe provinces, as the I 

theatre of the war Was pufhed on to the caun- j 

tries around the Black fea, and where they \ 

doubted not but it would continue. j 

Novenfiber the 3d I reached Kiovia, the . 

capital of the Ukraine, and fourfcorc miles | 

^from Czernicheu. The road leads on the | 

banks of the Defna, through a beautiful coun^ j 

try ; great part of it being well-peopled and | 
cultivated. It is inhabited by Tartarian de- 
fendants ; but I found the prefent Coffacks, 

who have very little idea of hulbandry, come ] 

far from the eaftward, from countries that | 

reach to the river Don, at the diftancc of j 
above a thoufand miles from hence. The 

prefent race of the Ukraine are a civilized peb- ' 

pie, and the bed husbandmen in the Ruilian ^ 

empire. I 

Kiovia^ one of the 'moft confiderable cities I I 
^ayp feen in Ruflia^ is a place well known ia 
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0ie hiftory of that empire j for tho' it has beeii 
fubjedl to many revolutions^ which reduced it 
to a low (late compared with it$ former granr 
deur, yet it has . now recovered q11 thofe anr 
tienv blows ; it is well built of brickandftone ; 
the ilr^ets are wide and ftrait, and well paved | 
it has a vcrynoble cathedral, much of it latelj 
rebuilt, and eleven other .churches. It has 
forty thoufand inhatiitants i and is ftrongly 
fortified. The Ni-eper is here a noble river j 
and feveral larger rivers falling iqito it, after 
walhing fome of the richcft provinces of Po- 
land, enable this town to carry on^ very con-* 
fider able commerce, it is the grand maga- 
zine of all the commodities of the Ukraine^ 
|)articularly hemip and flax, which in this fine 
province are raifed in greater quantities, and 
pf a better quality, than in any other part 
of Europe. The Ukraine is the richeft pro- 
prince in the Rufii'an empire. Part of it for- 
merly was a province of Poland, and the r^ft 
an independent foycreignty, under a Tartar 
prince ; but the whole is now a mere province 
qf Ruflia, and much the richefl: acquifitioQ 
that crown has made. It is upon an average 
two hundred and fi,fty miles long ead to weftj 
^and one hundred and forty broad north to 
fputh* 

November 
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November 5tbJ ltd the ctpitiil ef this|>ro- 
vincei suid as Ipurpofed making » circular de« 
toor of th<t w«ftef o part, I went to Boda that 
d«7» which is about fifty miles { moft of tfas 
country rich and very well cultivated) the foil 
ia a black loam» and they raife in it the various 
Ibrts of grun and pulfe that are commonly met 
with in England. I psified throttgh great 
tracks of ilubble groundi from off which thfb 
wheat, barley, and oats were carried. Aad 
lobferved numerous hemp grounds, though 
not ib much of the country is under that crap 
as com } in ibme villages where I vaaAo m* 
quiries, they fpoke nothing but the PoIUh 
language, and of a diale£k which my inteE<* 
preter for the Ruffian knew nothing of, thoiii^ 
he' had afiured me he underftood Po1i(h very 
well; but I met with other peafants who 
fpoke Ruffian, and they infcrmed me that tlmr 
prodiiftsof hemp arde in value fometiiaes to 
li^t pounds an acre, but durtc of foot pmrnds . 
were aconnnon crop { of wheat four ^uaiteftt 
barley five, and oats and beans &i, and foMe* 
^mcs more an acre j which appeared SO qm 
t6bedl very eonfiderable qointitiefr. Tkek 
^otmds sre mod- of them incloTed with difesh^ 
es, to feme of which are hedges, bttC n(^ (oiaU; 
They have fine meadow grounds, which iJisy 
cbnttflt to hemp, in the manner I reldied ar 

bove. 
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bcve, bat leave them under gmft for ten or 
twrfre years befofe they brreak them up; 
ami keep them in a tinage^aiataageiiient a$ 
long : upon feme grounds they have three 
crop$ofheihp running* Flax they a](acal<» 
tivate, butthiey do not reckon it foprofitaMd 
as hemp. In the manag^Reilt of their tattle 
th^ are very good farmers : they have large 
flocks/ and they houfe them all whenever 
the fnow is above four inches deep upon the 
-po\itiAi they litter them down well with 
tlraw, and feed them with hay or turneps: 
cdws are their prmcipal ftock; and th^ &11 
immenfig -quantities of butter and cheeife^ 
though it is extremely remarkable, tha't not 
' m^ny years ago they knew not what butter 
Was. The property of all this country is very 
much divided ; here are vcsj few great eftates 
bek)nging to nobility : the old inhabitants of 
the country were very free^ aftd had a great 
equality amoog tkraa i and this in pofleilions 
as well aa other circumAances i and fbrtu^ 
nately this continues^ though in fubje(3;ion 
to Ruifia, moft of the peafanta are little idx^ 
mers, wbofe farms are their own, with ten 
dmea the liberty among them that I ;My 
where elfe faw in RuiBa; the government 
are extremely cautious of opprefling of ofiend* 
ing them^ for they never will be in want of 

folicitations 
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folicitations from the Turks to join the Tar-i' 
t^re in alliance with the Porte. They pay a 
cpnfiderable tribute, but raife it among them^ 
ijblves according to their own cuftoms ; and 
they alfo furni(h the Ruffian armies with a 
great many ver*y faithful troops* Thefe points, 
with the immenfe value of the trade the Riif-. 
£ians carry on by means of their produdls, 
hemp and flax in particular, render the pro- 
vince of the firft importance. I pafled in this 
line of fifty miles, great numbers of villages 
and fcattered farms, 

Buda is a little town, or rather a large vil- 
lage, prettily fituated between two rivers in a 
country perfe<aiy pleafaht, I turned off to 
the north-weft and got the 6th' to Kordyne, 
a little town fifty two miles from Buda : All 
this country is equal to the preceding day's 
journey ; I never faw a track of land that 
had more refemblance to the beft parts ofEng* 
land. Nothing could be more fortunate than 
the weather for my expedition ; the rains u- 
fually come very heavy the middle of Septem- 
ber, and foon after them frofts and fnow, bat 
I have yet had a conftant azure fky, with 
warm Winds. If it holds five days more, I 
fhall have paffed this province, and I do not 
hear that thefe is any thing worthy of notice 
tjptvveen the Ukraine and Peterfburg, there-* 

fore 
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fbre the weather wil} not be fo cfTcntial to the 
journey. I remarked in the country I paffed 
to day, feveral tobacco plantations ; they re- 
femble -hop grounds when the hillocks are not 
poled ; they reckon it as profitable as hemp, 
which is owing I believe to the ready/ vent 
they find for all they cultivate ; the Tartars 
upon the Black Tea, and the Kalmucks buy 
large quantities ; and they are not fo nice in 
the feparation of the forts, as our planters 
in Virginia are obliged to be, though they fell 
their produ6l for as good a price j but I do not 
think there grows the lefs henipon account of 
their tobacco; it fcems to be cultivated, in- 
ftead of fowing quite fo much corn as in other 
parts 5 an acre of tobacco is worth five pounds 
in a good year» They have large houfes 
highly run up for drying it. They think the 
land cannot be too rich for either hemp or to« 
bacco, and accordingly plant them on frefli 
land. 

The 7th I reached Lefzozyn, at the di- 
fiance of fix , an'd thirty miles, the country 
continuing the fame j much hemp and to- 
bacco being planted through the whole : At 
a village by the way where I flopped to make 
enquiries, I found they preferred a red clay 
for their hemp, and planted all the black 
mold with tobacco. I obfervcd manyploughs 

at 
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at work, ibmc with fix bor&s, ofaUltlo wesih 
breeds but in general each was draivn by four 
ftqut oxen,/ They were turoiog op wheats, 
flubblest and faid they ploughed them befocf 
winter, that thefroiis and fnow might impmve 
the grounds which iecms to be good maaago; 
ment« I think I never fa^ fuch deep ploii^-^ 
ing as tbcfe peafants gii^ their groiind: I mca^ 
fured nine inches perpendicular aftet a phnigK 
drawn by four oxen i i^at the def^h is im 
England I never noticed particularly, but h^^ 
Jievt it is Aot fo oiuch as this. Their ploughs 
aro ver7 well conilru^Qd i if I may judge .by 
their entirely turningover theland. they are njtl 
of iron* haying no wood about them ; a fort I 
iiad4»w«f feentill Ici^me into the Ukraine^ nor 
IwmMiic^iiliy wheels which our plough^ wrigbts 
in Ei]sknd think fo efientiaK I remarked 
hera feveral very noble cropa of cabbages^ and 
in fuch vaft quantities, that I concluded they 
mud feed their cattle with them, and was 
right in the conje&ure : they ufed formerly 
to cultivate only the Swediih turnep for this 
purpofc, but cabbages. (they are a red fort, and 
come to a monftrous fize, 25 or 30 lb. for 
inilance) by degrees have come into fafhion 
among them» fo .as to be the crop on which 
tiiey entirely dependi with help of hay for 
the winter fuft«nan«e of their cattle. They 

fow 
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fimthe (ctd early in the ipriiig; and plant them 
when of a proper fi2e» into the field in rows, 
and afterward* keep them as dean as they da 
tlittir tobac^Ot by conflant hoeing : an acre 
of cbcm will winter four or five large oxen 1 
they Mckoii the culture extren^dy profitable^ 
Thcf have aifo whote fields of potatoes, fooie 
for dieir own ufe^ and fbme for &ih, there 
being a great demand for them at Ockstacow* 
on the Black £bat whither they are fent by 
water; but I cannot help thinking they muft 
iMvea £)ft tinknown in England: I rodelntq 
a fidd where a crop was taking up, and greal 
numbers were as large as the body of a quart 
bottle; I never faw fuch before. They freely 
gave me a few of thefe large ones to take 
away for feed ; they are planted by dices in 
the fame manner as ours : the peafants here 
think that landis of moderate fertility do foe 
them. Such a potatoe, I fhould apprehend^ 
might, for feeding cattle, be made of very 
great advantage to the hufbandry of England; 
they yield from twelve to fifteen hundred 
bui^els per acre. 

The 8th I rode to Kwafowa, a large 
village^ the dii^ance about forty mtles« 
This country is, in fome places, a cpnti-^ 
l|ued level plain ; in others it is variegated 
with gentle hills, which never rife into 

moun- 
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mountains, but are cultivated to ttie iopsi 
Hemp and tobacco are common crops through 
the whole, and alfo fome Azxi but not in; 
equal quantities. >A11 the country is divided 
into fmall eftates, or rather farms^ cultivated' 
by the owners ; though I am told that in fome 
parts of the province to the fouth> where I 
have not been, there are large eftates belong- 
ing to the nobles, and that thofe parts are not 
hear fo well peopled or cultivated as thefe 
parts ; which is a ftrong proof that much of 
the good huftandry met with in the Ukraine, 
is owing to the peafants being owners of their » 
lands,, and vaffalagc almoft unknown in the 
province. It cannot be doubted but the Em-^ "^ ) 
prefs may bring the crown lands of Ruffia^ / 
on all the frontier of Poland^ into as flouri£hi*^ 
ing a ftate as parts, of this province, if fhe 
encourages foreign fettlers with all^the ipiric 
fhe has hitherto fhewn* fince it is in her 
power to give them all the advantages which 
the inhabitants of the Ukraine enjoy. They 
have, it is true, . a noble country, equal, I 
think, in fori, &c. to Flanders, and almoft as 
well cultivated i but I have fcen in other pro- . 
vinces of this empire immenfe wafte tracks of 
land, not at all inferior in every thing derived 
from nature j but enQaved peafants are utterly 
inconfifttct with a flourifhing hulbandry. 

The 
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The 9th I got to Norodizj^i the diiftancc 
forty mil<8« the foil i» this ti^ack is inferior to 
wh»t I ha>^c,paffcdi b^t the people appear to be 
excellent bi)fl>andmen : they have fooiQ hemp, 
but little (obtcco, only a plaotation here and 
ihet^k . I paflcd through feveral villages, 
jwhicb have been lately built by fugitive Polcs^ 
who have fixed themfelves here on fome fmall 
/wiafl^, byleave.of the government, but with*- 
tPttt any ^xpence* The lo.th I had a very 
hard d^y's journey to Bdechoka, th^ difliance 
miare ikm fixiy raiJes, and the road in fome 
fijaces u^^tthy. Only .pflrts. of this track aoe 
well cijlitivjited, but no h?qip,^fl^Xi. or tq- 
bajjeo ate rjiifed ; there are alfo foine.waftes, 
but they will not be fuch long, for the Poles 
MC planting themfelves on them very faft* 
Here I pafled out of the province of Ukraine. 

It is this territory which raifes nineteenths 
of the hemp and flax which we import at fuch 
9 vaft expence from Ruilia ; it is therefore 
deferving of a little atientiott; fpc jHe beft 
politicians, who have given moil attention to 
the afiairs of our American colonics, have all 
of them infifted very ftrenuoufly upon the 
pofiibilky and even eafe of fupplying our- 
felv€S tatelly from thence. What truth there 
k in this I know not ; bat it will be of ufe 
fa>€3onfider this provinoc o£ the Ukraine with 

Vol. IIL N . more 
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inore attention than any writer has hitherto 
done, becaufe from knowing it pcrfeftty wc 
may judge how far wc can reafon by analogy 
when America is fpoken of; and this is the 
more neceflary, as the accounts which have 
hitherto been publi(hed of it are ftrangely 
contradictory ; for on One hand they tell us 
truly, that the Ruffian hemp comes from 
thence ; but on the other, they give fuch a 
pidure of the ftate of the country, that one 
would fuppofe it pofTefled by herds of wan- 
dering CoiTacks, which is utterly inconfiftent 
with the idea of fuch a ftate of agriculture as 
« neceflary for making fo great a proficiency 
in the culture of hemp and flax,/ All thefe 
accounts muft have been copied one from 
another, and the flril of them at leail a cea* 
fury and half old. To be convinced of 
which, let any perfon look into the account 
of the Ukraine, in that very judicious collec- 
tion of voyages and travels, entitled HarriH i 
there he will: meet with mentioti indeed of 
the great fertility of the country, but three* 
fourths of the particulars given are relative to 
its wandering Tartar inhabitants ; and the 
words hemp or flar never once ufcd ; and a 
dcfcription of the people given that would be 
utterly inconfiftent with fuch agriculture ; and 
thi3 is the cafe with .all the books that I have 

turned 
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tiirricd to } but the rcafon muft be, the . 
country's being fo extremely out of the way of 
all travellers, that not a pcrfon in a century 
goes to It, who takes notes of his obfervations 
with intention to lay them before the world : 
very few fuch go even to Petierfburg ; now 
and then one crofles Ruflla towards Perfia ; 
but all keep a thoufand or two of miles from 
the Ukraine ; and hence it is that the greatcft 
changes happen in fuch remote parts of the 
world, without any thing of the matter being 
known. And our writers of geography, who 
arc every day publifhing, copy each other 
in fo flavifli a manner, that a facft in 1578 is 
handed down to ufs as the only information 
we can have in 1769 ; 2l circumftancc which 
reigns in all the books of general geography 
that I have feen. Let me here add, that I 
have, in travelling to gain information, vifited 
thofc countries about which it would be in 
vain to confult books; for, Holland and 
Flanders alone excepted^ all the. reft of the pre- 
fent journey is through countries, the former 
accounts of which arc entirely falfe, not fro^ri 
errors in the authors, but from great changes 
that have happened in a long Courfe of years. 
But to return. 

.-<[t has been fuppofcd that hemp and flay, 
coming to us from fo northern a place as Pe«. 
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teriburg, would grow in the midft of perpetual 
frofts and fnows i but though we ioiport it 
from latitude 60, yet it all grows in the 
Ukraine, which lies between latitude 47 and 
52^ and is befides as fine, mild a climate as 
any in Europe : this is the latitude of the fouth 
of France i andw^th thefe advantages, the foil 
is fuperior to mofl J have feen, being in geae<? 
ral a very rich, deep mould, between a \o2tt\ 
and a dry clay, but without aoy •of-ihat tena^ 
cious dickinefs which is fo difagreeable: in 
moving through a clay country in England. 
I am clear in the importance of conveyipg a 
precife idea, when we fpeak of ibiU; but 
Bot having been ufed to practical hufl>andry 
fo much as I wi(h I had> I cannot properly 
make ufe df the ncceifary technical terms* 
To thefe advantages, which this province en- 
joys, 1 fhould certainly add, whether from 
accident or natural ingenuity, their good huf* 
bandry, which is much fuperior to gny thing 
that 1 have feen fince I left Flanders. 

After giving thefe particulars, we ipay ex- 
OTdijie, upon a good foundation, the capability 
of our colonies affording hemp and flax ia 
equal quantities, Thofe genUemen who havGi 
travelled through them, beft know how ^wcli 
they ahfwet to the above dcfcriptioa::bat:if I 
may be permitted to fpeak oa the authorities. 

which 
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tvhtcli many .. modern relations, give us, 
the fettlcmetnts op; the. tea-coafts of Nprth- 
America will hever*yiejd(hftmp an' any quan- 
tities ; the climate is much too cEangeabb 
and ievere f (harp cutting froils are met with 
in Carolina, in 30 degrees, of latitude^ and a 
'burning fun> equal in heat to any pant of the 
world: in New-England, Nova- Scotia, A:c. 
1 where hemp has been attempted, it has al- 
ways felled, from the feverity of the climat*, 
.and the badncfs of the lands. But all accounts 
give a very contrary dcfcription of the coun- 
tries on the Miiiiffippi : from the defcrtptions 
which I have read of the track on that river, 
from lat. 33 to lat» 40, I (hould apprehend it 
to be, of all other places in America, the moil 
adapted to this culturet: for the foil is rich, 
. black, andvei^y deep ; the climate much more 
regular and«pleafant than on tl^ fea*coaft, 
which i& ajlmarflies and fwamps, and the 
JUnds in immeniie plenty, and all frefh. 
Jiemp* certainly might be raifed in thofe parts 
to great advantage, provided the defcriptions 
of them, which we have had, are jufl ; which 
I do not fee any reafon to doubt. But then 
the misfortune is, that thefe beautiful tracks 
of country are without inhabitants ; and great 
npipb^rs of people are neceflary for an advan- 
.ja|[paus culture of hemp. Another circum- 
^ N 3 ftance 
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fiance to be confidered is, the profit of fuch 
an application of the land : hemp would never 
. be cultivated to any purpofe in Carolina^ , or 
our fouthern colonies, if the climate was pros- 
per, becaufe rice and indico, a^d I believe 
jpven cotton, pay the planter much fuperior 
profits^ and if indico and cotton were introp- 
duced on the MiiBffippi, as in all probability 
they would be, hemp would be neglected till 
thofe markets failed which took off the more 
. beneficial articles. But, on the other hand, 
we ought not to regret this, for the national 
profit is proportionably greater: the more 
the planter's .advantage, the more the national 
income is increafed. Hemp in faj6fc is not 
an article of culture that is comparable to 
.many others in profit, and will confequently 
never be cultivated except in thofe countries 
where corn and pulfe, and other lefs profita^ 
ble articles, would occupy the land if that 
did not ; but when the foil and climate will 
do for richer commodities, it is idle to fup- 
pofe that poorer ones will be attended to. 

If, therefore, it is an efTential point to raife ' 
all tht hepip in our colonies which we bring 
from Rufiia, new plantations muft be formed 
on the MiffifTippi, in a latitude that will not 
do for the rich American ftaples; fuch for 
inftance w th^t of 37 to 40, or thereabouts. 

The 
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^hc country fo included is one of the fineft 
in the world for all common hulbandry ; fo 
that the inhabitants, like thofe of the Ukraine* 
would very cafily raife all the neceflaries of 
life, at the fame time that their principal at- 
tention was given to hemp as their ft^ple. 

CHAPTER VI. 

yourney to Peterjburg through the Frontiers of 
Pohxnd-^Obfervations on the State of fever al 
Provinces — Ruffian Acquiftions — Remarks 
on the War between the Ruffians and the 
Turis — Journey to Archangel, ifnd through 
Lapland — Return to Peterjburg — Livoriia. 

NOVEMBER the nth I left Belachoka, 
And rode to R^eezyka, at the diftance 
of forty-four miles, through a country very 
difl^rcnt from the Ukraine ; for it coiiiifts of 
little befides marfhes, with' but few inhabi*- 
tants. It is to be noted, that mod of this 
track is in P(^and, and Rzeezyka is the 
capital of a province once Polifh, and 
which all the maps I have lay down as a part 
of Poland ; but I am convinced there have 
been ftrange changes wrought by force of 
Ruffian arms on the frontiers of that king- 
dom. The town is large, populous, and 

N 4 ftrongly 
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ftrongly* fortified > but as much Ruffian a« 
Mofcow. Here are great numbers of Poles^ 
it is true ; but all the houfes which the war 
had emptied are filled up carefully with Ruf- 
fian families ; ^nd there is a Ruffian garrifon^ 
Ruilaan government, and, in awordt fcarcely 
any: thing Polifli in it. By this extreme polir 
tical condu45t| that empire makes v^ry great 
acquifitions on the fide of Poland, without 
the world knowing any thing of the i^a^ter ; 
which is the efFeft of ^he- miferable goyern- 
ment, or rather anarchy^ under whiph they 
live; and which is the pretence for the Rpfr 
fian troops fwarming over the whole kingr 
dom ; fo that three parts in four of it are 
a province of Ruflia, and probably the 
whole tvill * in a * little ' time, whicl^ may 
be more advaptageous to the kiDgdoms 
for no defpotifm of the Esift is fo great a curio 
to a people, as the furious military anarchy, 
that reigns at preCpnt in Poland, ^ I hafe re^ 
ceived accounts from various people fiocc I 
have been in Ruffia, from which I fliould 
apprehend, that full half the inhabitants p£ 
that great country have been cut qff an4^ 
ftarved within thefe ten years. Near half the 
Jcingdom is abfolutely in the hands pf the 
Rufliians, who receive pretty |ieavy taxes frpin, 
It, and alfo recruits for their, army agaiaft 
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the Turks ; yaft numbers of people are, by 
jthis means, alfo tranfported into RuOia ; for 
l^oliifh JiobletneH, who declare againft the 
Ruffian party, are driven entirely from their 
leftates, and great numbers oif their peafants 
removed irfimediately into Ruffia, ^lih their 
icattje and all their cffedls; fo that the Em^ 
prefs may eafily have increafed her fobje<fts lA 
the degree which I was. told, at P^terfburg* 
And it certainly muH: be allowed, that the 
ipards fhe plays in this manner enfure her a 
game uncommonly advantageous. The«poor 
]Poles^ driven about, and reduced to the utmoft 
mifery :by their own peopik, muft be very 
l«ady to fix upon lands in Ruffia^ and fcu» 
.vafTals only to the Emprefs. If this icene of 
iconfuiion therefore lafis much longer in Po*» 
land, that kingdom will be entirely depopu^ 
latedt and the Ruffian provinces filled wid) 
people ; an event iilently taking place, and 
which will increafe this formidable powec 
more than half a dozen vidloriQS over thje^ 
Tiirks. ■ . . ) 

From Rzeezyka I followed the courfe of 
the Nieper to Rohakzow, where I arrived 
the 1 2th ; the diftancd more than fifty miles. 
The country is an open level plain, of fine 
meadow, I faw numerous villages deferted $ 
^n4 the iidds, formerly arable, becon)e pa£« 
i ture, 
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ture, but without cattle to graze them : all 
the iohabitaats were moved into Ruflia. 
That town is the capital of a large province, 
the whole of which is in the hands of the 
Ruffians, who have three ftrong fortreffes in 
it, well garrifoned, Rohakzow is a £ne 
town, beautifully fituated on theNieper, on 
which its prefent mailers carry on a confidera- 
ble commerce. I much fufpe<^, from the 
fortifications raifed here by the Ruffians, whe- 
ther the town or province will ever more be in 
the hands of the Poles. I Was iniformed here, 
that much the greateft part of the province of 
Minfki^ one of the moft confiderable in Li- 
thuania, .is entirely quiet, and in theabfolute 
power of the Ruffians ; and where it will end, 
time can only know ; but the prefent ftate of 
affairs in all this part of the world looks on 
every fide only in favour of the Ruffians ; and 
It is certainly a moil: ftrange infatuation, that 
the other powers of Europe fhould be mere 
ftandert-^by, and look on to this great fuccefs 
of the Ruffians without thinking it their in* 
tCTeft . to interfere. Auftria and Pruffia are 
arnied, it is true; but the progrefs of this 
empire is of a kind which admits not open 
declarations from any but the Poles. I have 
heard it mentioned as a mark of very faga- 
cious politicks in the Turks, that the real 

i^eafoa 
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rcafon of the prefent war with RuiBa is from 
ja jealoufy of the Mufcovite power being too 
much increafed by the advantages taken of 
the troubles in Poland. The Porte thought 
there was. danger of the Exnprefs taking pof^ 
feflion of the whole kingdom of Poland in her 
own name ; and judged that the bed way of 
preventing fuch a great accefBon to her|>owa: 
was by the fword cutting her out work elfe*- 
where. ^ , ; . ; 

V From RohJ^kzow, I reached Rychqw (^ 
13th; the diilance more than forty miks* 
AH this country i« very rich, and part of it 
very* well cultivated, feu t it is in the hands of 
the Ruffians entirely; many of the peafabts 
are of that nation, and ev^ery thing feerr is a 
proof that this empire has much enlarged its 
bounds^ without either a formal war, or even 
the authority of a treaty. This place iis hi 
the province of Miflau, a very fine and fertile 
country, an hundred miles long, and as many 
broad, and all in the hands of the Ruiiians. 
The foil here is chiefly a reddi(h loam ; much 
of it is in culture, as was evident from the 
large tracks of ftubble I went through f but I 
faw no hemp, flax, or tobacco, thofe prod^ids 
being pretty much confined to the Ukraine. 
Rychow, with fome neighbouring towns, be- 
Jongto aPoliih nobleman, driven away by 

the 
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.theRufliaas, who have feized his whole eftate, 
and taken pofiefiion of it ia a manner that 
precludes the idea of liik ever returning. 
jFrom this place I rode about forty miles to 
Kudzin^ through the fame province. All this 
line of country^ I could fci, had been in ge- 
neral unddr culture, but if was now entirely 
waiie* I connted the remains of no lefs than 
•&y en. villages, which were entirely dcferted, 
' all the inhabitants being fled to ,Ruflia, 
-JFrom, Kudzin, the fame diftarice brought me, 
.on the 15th, to Krula^ anothct Uttle;towB, 
with a Ruffiaa garrifon." The country is 
partly cuhivaled, ^d partly dcferted ; but 
the remaioing inhabitants will not be left 
Jiere long; for I faw a Kyilian co|iima^adan(, 
mrhofe bufinefs w:as, the taking ao^accQu^t of 
Ahe^pcople of feveral adjacent vijlag/^s jhat had 
fietitioned for lands in Ruffia* Thefe emi- 
grations are not at all furpri?ing : in time of 
peace the Ppliih nobles treat all the pe^^ants 
as ilaves in the utmoft exteist of the, word*: 
when, .therefore, a fcene of trouble and confu- 
fion comes, they ve fure to take) the firft 0|v- 
pDrtniiity to dcfert^ Jhat they may efcape in 
future the xicnpwal of their farmer mff«ry$ 
and the condition of the new fettlers in Ru^ 
h fo ipfinitely Xupetior to that of the |)etfants, 
\n Pol»ftd,. that n9thing can excec4 the eager* 
,4 ^ Ocfs 
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nefs with w^ich they allv fly from the fccne of 
their fhviery thb inoqfient their mafters are 
driven away;- Xh^fq'Sir^, the tyflSjdsf of that 
tyranny which aU jhe. Pc^ifli npJ)Ujty exert 
^poji ^beirys^l5;':ib ,^hat in ca<^;tbeliuffians 
fhOuWl reftQFd thpfeiiiamerous provinces, the 
PdJesViU return ta cfeferts, in&fi^ of well- 
peopled ^ftates. 

: The i6i;hf:I;g3t to Oblok?i|i the/.4i^ancc 
forty-jSx pfl^s • /ftili in the proviijcp of Mifi 
law. AH this Jrack Js a fine rich .country^ 
but Y?ry pqorlj pepplgd;; raajiy vfllages being 
deferted . I pafled a very l%rge feat^ belonging 
to aPolifh r|oblcmanjf in j^lfis. Whoever df^ 
clares agaii>ft thf Ruflian party, are fur,e to 
have their cftates laid wafte, and^many of 
their p^afants carrlejd off; ?nd. in the pro* 
Tirtces whjch )ie near to the frontiers of that 
eniipire, they i?re driven, away, and every 
thing feized by; the enemy. Th^re are not 
many' finer countries than gr^t^part of thi» 
province, V hut it is iq a defolate ftate. I have 
met with no parties of Poles, rjor any appear-. 
ance of waar :. the Emprcfab^s a quiet and 
«£fedual poffeffion of mvch the, gF?ateft part 
^f Lithuania; and fuch parts are the ojoily. 
ones in the kingdom that enjoy agy repofq, 
. The 17th I reached Wbitepik ji the capital 
^>wn of a large proyince> ^Ifo ifltfte.hands of 

the 
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the Ruffians. The country is very woody; 
In fifty miles, which were this day's journey, 
hear thirty were through a continual foreft ; 
the reft is tolerably well cultivated, and peo« 
pled ; it is in poflefiion of fome Poles^ who 
fecured themfelves from the beginning by de- 
claring for the Ruffian cauie. They cuhi* 
vate their own eftates by means of their vaf^. 
fals, who have fmall cottages, with little plots 
c^ ground round them, in which they raife 
what is neceflary for the fubfiftence of thcm- 
felves and their families in three days of the 
week, which are allowed them, and the reft 
of the time they work for their lord, under 
the' direftion of overfeers. One of thefe iio- 
blenden cultivates in this manner above fix 
thoufand acres of land: his eftate contains 
above twenty thoufand acres, but much of it 
is marfh and foreft. This is a reprefcntation 
of all the eftates in Poland in time of peace. 
The oVvncrs of them, however fmall, arc all 
Polifti' gentlemen, and entirely equal j but 
the numerous diftradions they have had from 
the beginning of their monarchyi have confo-' 
lidated moft of the fmall properties, fo that 
at pf efent the kingdom is generally divided 
into large eftates. Every owner cultivates? 
his land by means of the peafantson it, who 
belong to him as much 9f the. trees which 

grow 



RUSSIA.' tft 

grow on thefoii; thu^ the Poles are the greateft 
farmers in the world, forfome of their princes 
poflefs whole provinces, containing feveral 
hundred thoufand acres of land, and all their 
revenue, which is very confiderable, is raifed 
by this cultivation.- The principal value of 
eftates is the vicinity to a navigable river; for 
without this advantage they have not a vent 
for the immenfe quantity of corn which they 
raife. The ftubbles I faw upon the eftate 
juft now mentioned, were of all the common 
forts, and very extenfive, wheat, barley^ 
oats, peafe, beans, buck- wheat. I faw a few 
turneps, but the quantity did not fecm to be 
any thing proportioned to the extent of corn. * 
In the night of the 17th the weather chan* 
ged, which had hitherto favoured* me fo re- 
markably; very heavy rains fell with fleet 
and fnowt and continued fo bad the next day, 
that I (laid at Whitepfki that day and the two 
following ones, in cxpcdation of a froft fet- 
tingin^ for they told me I flioilld find *ho. 
roads much worfe and more liable to be dama- 
ged than thofe I had pafTed. I /laid till the 
aoth, a very fliarp froft having fet in for four 
and twenty hours. The 2 ift I reached Goref- 
kwy through fifty miles of foreft ; the 2 2d I 
got to Sitefky, the diftance forty three miles ; 
tfaefgroand hard frozen, and very good .tra- 
- , " veiling. 
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velliDgy but the froft continues and the wea^ 
ther is (harp ; this line of country^ like the 
laft, is foicft. The 23d I reached Willifluki, 
Mrhich is in the boundary of Ruf&a ; but going 
from one country to the other makes no per* 
ccptible difference in the people^ manners, or 
language; which is a circumflance that 
threatens the Poles not a little. I paiTed 
thiDugh another colony of emigrants from 
that kingdom, who are feated on an eftate of 
theemprefs's, which came to her not long 
finice by forfeiture; it contains about four 
and twenty thoufand acres of land, and did 
not yield the hte owner more than feven 
hundred pounds a year; but the Czarina will 
prefently make it twice as many thoufands, 
for there is the fineft timber for mails on it 
that is to be found in all this country ; and 
|he is awaking a fniall ftream, that leads to 
the I wanna, navigable ; the expence will be 
bat little ; and fhe will carry her timber then 
to Petersburg by water, which will prove ^ 
moft inaportant acquifition. The PQli(h Set- 
tlement contains three hundred an,d Ibrty 
farms, each i family; they had eia<ftly the 
iame terink as thofe I gave an accbunt erf" be- 
fore. They are feated in a plain thinly feat- 
tered with trees^ which they have cleared 
away: the foil I Was informed, for I could 

not 
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uotfeelt, is very deep and rich: thejr have 
each fifty acrc§ divided by the Emprefs ; and 
fhey have made many Interior divifions. J was 
told that in Poland there are fcarcely any in- 
clofares, but the Emprefs takes care that all 
the^ewly cultivated tracks in her dominions 
ihaH be inclofed^ being informed that they 
were the principal canies which have fo much 
advanced the husbandry of England ; and it 
is remarkable that the Poles fall very readily 
into it> and divide their fifty acres into ieve- 
ral fields, as if they perfedtly well underflood 
the importance of the condodt. They culti- 
vate wheat, rye, oats, peafe, beans, and 
buckwheat ; and have many crops of Swe-^ 
difh turnepj? for the winter fupport of their 
cattle ; they get two quarters of wheat and 
rye from an acre, but fometimes lefs ; three 
of oats; and ibiir of beans : and they reckon 
that vtn acre of turncps will winter two cows. 
It will be a prodigious advantage tft this ' co- 
lony, the cutting a canal for the conveyance 
of the timber to Petersburg, for their products 
will find the fame way to a moft advantageous 
market. All thefe people afe perffc<aiy happy 
and contented j they afe not deceived; oil the 
contrary, they find their fituation to the full as 
good as they were niade to expc^'5 and they 
VOL.'IH. all 
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all fpeak of the Emprefs in the higheft terms 
of admiration and gratitude. 

This fyftem of peopling her dominions 19 
certainly the greateft exertion of politicks that 
ihe could poflibly have (hewn : oth^r princes 
have been willing to increafe the number of 
their fubjeds, by affording a refuge to emi-^ 
grants in their dominions^ but nothing elfci 
whereas the Emprefs is at a confiderable ex- 
pence in planting them in hers ; ihe fpares 
no coft to make the number as great as pof« 
fible ; although from the cheapnefs of the 
country, it is done at, comparatively fpeaking» 
a fmall expence, yet when fuch numbers as 
fhe has thus received and fettled are taken into 
the account, the fum of money annually ex« 
pended in this truly noble way, will be found 
by no means fmalL 

The 24th I reached Opolzko, the di/lance 
above forty miles ; part of the country is 
foreft, and* part of it a level plain, or ex* 
tended meadow, which did not feeqi to ^e 
marfhy. I pafled feveral villages, which 
feemed well peopled ; and much of the coun-^ 
try is tderably cultivated. Opolzko is a for* 
tified town, and flands in the middle of a fmall 
forcft on a very pretty river ; it is not large^ 
but well built confidering it is in Ruflia, where 
fcarccly any thing is ever ufed but timber* 

of 
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of which thcrc^is great plenty all over the em- 
pire. The 25th it fnowed inceflantly, and fo 
hardy that I was forced to flop till the 27th, 
before I could proceed on my journey; that 
is, till the fnow which laid thick on the 
ground was frozen ; and then I was provided 
with fledges, which are a very eafy, expedi- 
tious, and agreeable way of travelling ; and 
pleafed me fo exceedingly, that I wiflhcd for 
a longer journey on the fnow than I now had 
to travel ; the cold was notfo penetrating as I 
cxpedted to find it. 

From Opolzko to Peterlburg, is two hunr 
dred and feventy miles, which I travelled 
in four days with gfeat eaie. And here 
ends this route through the weftcrn pro- 
vinces of this great empire; which are the fined 
and moft populous in it; for tho^ I have been 
informed that Siberia, and other immenfe 
regions to the eaft, confift of as fertile a foil 
as any in the world, and fome parts of them 
feated in as mild a climate, yet the near neigh- 
bourhood of the roving Tartars, in the fouth- 
crn and fincfl: tracks, renders them almoft con- 
tinued defarts : Ruflia, it is true, has con- 
quered many of them fo completely, that they 
are not only tributary, but alfo entirely un- 
able to exert themfelves againft the empire, 
nationally fpeaking ; but with individuals the 
^^ O 2 cafo 
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cafe is different, and thofc provinces could not 
be fettled, without tbefc Tartar neighbours 
being driven entirely away, or extirpated: 
fb that the weflern provinces which are near 
to-tradcyandtothefeat of government, are fhofe 
of much the greateft importance : through 
thefe I have travelled above t\»'o thoufand 
miles, fo that X am able to form a pretty ac-» 
curate general idea 6f the country. 

It appears open the whole^ to be muchf 
better peopled than I expedled to find \U It 
is true there [are many forcfls in which yon 
Aay travel a whole day without feeing any 
habitations ; and ia other parts of the empire^ 
to a much greater extent ; but we are not to 
look in Ruflu for the population of the moft 
weflern countries of Europe ; if fuch was ta 
be found, this empire, which is of a much 
greater extent than that of theRomfans^ would 
be a$ powerful alfo ; but the common ideaa 
of this country being all a defart, are carried 
too far t It is very badly peopled, taking the 
whole together 5 but many of the provinces 
through which I paflcd are very populous : ther 
towns are confiderablc, and the villages very 
thick i much of the territory in a good flate 
of cukure; and the appearance of it in many 
^arts flpqrifhing ; to this may be added ther 
great incrcafe of people conftantly gaining, by, 

the 
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the recq^^GH aod encouragement given to fo-- 
rcignew to fettle, who flock hither in whole 
^oops : J Aizll not ajfert that Ru^a is a po-* 
|>ulous well cultivate^ country ; all I fay is, 
that there are more par|s pf jit fi> than I bad 
reafon to expe<a from ,tbe accounts I had re- 
ceived, and the books I had read; tfaejatter 
indeed muft neceflarily be far from the pjef^ojt 
truth in moft particulars, ^om the changes 
that ^re conflantly making, and from the 
junprovements of all kinds whicb tk^ prf f^nl; 
Emprefs fo nobly patronizes : aqd I ma/.v^Qi^ 
ture to predict, that if &e enjoys along life, O^e 
."will change tbe &pe of the whole dominion 1 
all the weftern provinces will b? fully peopled^ 
3^hereyer the foil is fit for cultivation-r»th^ 
4:rown lands will be brought to yield a very 
great revenue, jmdgcj^eral iniprpvenjcntfpread 
jiround. 

Upon my arrival at Petersburg I biredmyold 
lodgings which had been empty fince I left 
them : I was not determined what courfe to take; 
buiinefs wantedme much in England, for I had 
received letters from three jtcnants In Norr 
thamptonibire, complaining of my agent; and 
^ounter oqes from my agent, complaining of 
my tenants ; in which cafe, nothing is ed^Cr 
Itual bujt a landlord 'sprefence ; on the contrary, 
the feafon was fo advanced, that it wajs itar 
poffibie to go by fea 1 and journeys in the 
O 3 depth 
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depth of winter are to me extremely difagree- 
able, and the more fot fince habit had made 
me attentive to the ftate of all the countries I 
pafTed through, and inquifitive in examining 
the agriculture of them ; which is very badly 
performed in the midft of fnows : this made 
me think of fpending the winter at Peterfburg^ 
and taking my way home in the fpring, either 
through Poland and Germany, or by the way 
of Turkey to the Adriatic, and fo to Italy ; but 
not relifhing the idea of a winter, in latitude; 
60, I did not determine* 

In this fufpence I fpent a fortnight, which 
time I paiTed very agreeably, by means of « 
more extended acquaintance than I had made 
before ; and I w^s particularly happy in Mr. 
Mafon's arrival at Petcrfljurg, who |ia4 tra- 
velled quite acrofs Poland from Vienija j he 
defigned to take advantage of the fnow, to 
f ravel throiigh Siberia, a defign I much dif- 
fuaded him froni : however, he determined 
on reining himielf a month at Peteriburg ; and 
my being fo fortunate as to have much of thijS 
gentleman's company af my quarters, made 
the time and the feafon paft away very agree* 
ably : we ponverfed together upon the mutual 
fubjea of our travels, which proved to jne a 
fund of inexhauftible pleafure ; for Mr. Ma- 
. jfori, befidcs croffing Poland, had been all over 

Germany-^ 
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Germany— through part of Hungary; over 
Italy^ France and Spain. He had been long 
upon this tour, and has contradted fuch a 
habit of moving about, that I believe he will 
not fettle again, till he has travelled all the 
ivorld over : Lad winter he fpent on the coaft 
of Africa, and he has determined, for the fake 
of feeing the furprizing change, to pafs this 
in the ice and fnows of the north. This, it 
muft be confefTed, is feeing and becoming 
acquainted with human nature in every form, 
and with all the cuftoms of the world ; and 
to a perfon who has an inclination for fuch a 
way of life, which is ftrong in my friend Mr. 
Mafon, it is purfuing the inclination effec* 
tually. 

A perfon who lives genteely at Peters- 
burg, efpecially if he be a foreigner, is fure 
to get eaiily into the befl: company in the 
court ; I had not been fix weeks fettled in my 
winter habitation, before I had more com?- 
pany than I cared for ; but it was not difiiculc 
to feled: from among them, fome whofe con- 
versation was equally agreeable and inftruc- 
live. And I never fpent my time in a. manner 
that was more to my inclination, than in the 
company of Mr. Mafbn, M. de Reverfholt a 
general officer in the Ruffian fervice,. a native 
pf Saxony ; the baron Minchewfe a Ruffian 

Q ^ poblcijiani 
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nobleman^ and the count de SelUprn, a no« 
bleman fettled in Kuffia^ but of Polifh extrac-^ 
tion* Thefe men are perfedly well acquainted 
with the languages, courts, and armies of the 
principal nations in Europe. They have all 
travelled; are learned, polite, and of moft 
liberal ideas. For two months we t^k it by 
turns to have a dinner and fupper provided at 
our quarters, where all the reft aflembled, 
and fpent the beft part of the day, and evening : 
the circle .was fometimes enlarged by fome 
of Jis bringing a friend, which was chiefly 
three noblemen fettled at Peterfburg, who in** 
troduccd feveral Ruffian and other foreign 
officers^ who had feen much fervice, and 
were polite and underftanding perfons. In 
this company I had the fatisfadioq of having 
much converfation upon feveral fubjedts of 
confequence, in which I was defirous of galn-r 
ing further intelligence ; particularly concerur 
ing the ftat? of the diftant provinces of the 
empire, the views of the court upon the 
Black fea^ and the prefent condition of the 
Turkifh forces. 

M. de Reverfholt, who had been in the 
laft campaign againft the Ottomans, gave 
me the following particulars of the Turks, 
which I think may be agreeable to the 
reader ; -r-Hc obfcrvcd, " that ^cycr the Ruffian 
^ empire 
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empire engaged in a war with a certainty of - 
f^ccefs^ it is in the prefent ; for the Turkifh 
artpy is perfedlly enervated with peace j ten 
quiet years doing more mifchief to it* in this 
refped^ than forty to any other army in £a« 
rppe : the Janiflaries^have the abfoiute com^ 
inand of the empire j ,and their luxury and 
riot, in a time of peace, is fucfa, being almoft 
without difcipUne, that they reduce themfelvea 
to a level with the worft forces in the Turkifk 
army* That, befides this evil, another of a 
yet worfe tendency is, the equality of the 
Grand Seignor's revenues : money in Turkey 
is of the fame cheapnefs as in all other coun«< 
tries of Europe, but the tastes of the empire 
continue always the fame ; £o that the TurkiOi 
monarch, although he h^s now the fame re^ 
venue as his predeceflbrs^ ftill isl>eyond com- 
parifon a much poorer prince. Many aqthors 
have given ftrange accounts that the Turkiih 
policy is fqueezing the baihas, and by that 
means raifing a regular revenue ; but he ob-> 
ferved, that it is a great miflake to think this 
any pquiyalcnt for the decline in the value of 
money ; that now and then the Grand Seignor 
ileeces a bafha, and gets a confiderable fum, 
but in no rcfpcfl: to be named with any regu- 
lar revenue ; that the forfeiture of eftates in 
Chriilian countries might almoft as well be 

fet 
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{et down for a revenue, as this of the Turks. 
He remarked, that the effeds which were 
Mrithin the power of curious perfons to become 
informed of, (hewed that the revenue of the 
Turkifh empire was fmalier than in former 
times : one ftrong inftance was the humber of 
iheir troops being lefs, and this by fo confi- 
jderable a number as iixty thoufand men. It 
is averted as a fa<ft, that the Grand 3eignor 
cannot bring into the field fo many men as 
jthe Ottoman armies confiiled of forty years 
^go> ^y fixty thouiand. Their artillery, 
while great improvements haye been made 
through all the reft of Europe, has declined 
confiderably ; it does not confift of fo many 
pieces as formerly, nor are the magazines of 
ammunition (6 well fupplied. That in addi- 
tion to this evil, the richeft province of his 
empire, which ijs Egypt, is in a ftate of little 
}efs than rebellion ; and the war with Ruffia 
bears fo heavy on them, that they dare not 
rail for a categorical declaration, almoft 
knowing that it would denounce i^othing but 
wan. 

In oppofition to this picture, he enlarged 
ppon the (late of RufBa, which, inftead of 
being a declining, is really a rising power; 
jhat the Emprefs's arqiy never was in fo good 
Pfder^ npr fp pumerou; as at prefent; that 
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the troops were veterans, and not fuch 
as had, in a hot i^nd luxurious cliniate, 
flcpt away their time in peace, but frefti frop^ 
a vigorous fcrvice-r-mcn who fparpely knew 
what peace w^s- The fuccefs, continued he, 
which we have already had, (hews that th^re 
is a great difference in the principle of this 
war from any former one between the two 
empires. It was the buflnefs of two or three 
campaigns to prepare for the war, and gain a 
Situation from Which the enemy might be at« 
tacked. Our armies fought to infinite dif^dr 
yantage ; they had an immei^fe march acrofs 
^effjirts to make, in order to get at the enemy ; 
and, aftejr a campaign, as long 4 march bacl^ 
to get at jtvoiter quarters : but now the fcene 
has been changed ; the northern (hore of 
jthe £v?cine ifi gained ; conquefts made jn 
Moldavia apd ptlier Turkish provinces; fp 
that the w^ is pujQied at once into the ener 
my's country, and winter quarters gained 
there, which ijs preeiCbly the thing that was 
always wanting before; and therefore the 
podeffion of it at prefent can hardly fail of 
being attended with the moft fortunate con- 
fequences. I think it woqld be no extrava- 
gance to predid the fall of th^ Tp^^^^ ^^* 
pirc being nQt very f^ pfF/- 
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The Count de Mlnchewfc was of a differ 
rent opinion from M, dc Rcvcrfliolt in feveral 
converfations on this fubjed ; and the argu« 
mcnts he ufcd were to the following purport : 
— — " I cannot contradict, faid that noble* 
man, the fadl of our arms having a better 
profpeCl of fujccefs io this war than in any 
former one ; but ther€ are two circumftances 
which appear to me fufficiently /trong to pre- 
vent* any fuch brilliapt fuccefs as my friend 
mentions. Firft, by beating the Turks, and 
carrying on two or three campaigns, their 
army will be daily improved, while no fuc- 
cefs can make ours better than when they 
began the war. In every war which the 
Ottoman empire or theHoufe of Auftria have 
carried on againft us, they have improved i/i 
the fuccefs of ^h^ir arms from the continu- 
anciB of the war; their raw, undiljbiplined 
troops become veterans, aod order and cou- 
rage introduced among them from experience. 
This cifcumftance makes a long and protraftv 
cd war dangerous in itfelf, or at lead more 
favourable to the enemy t^an it can be to us. 
The revenues alfoof the two empires, though 
there is much truth in what has been afierted, 
ftill will not bear a comparifon relative to the 
conduft of a war. The Grand Sgignor can 
certainly fupport great expences longer than 

the 
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the Emprefs 5 and, what is of much greater 
tonfequcnce, his fituation will ever make one 
ruble go a$ far as our five ; for the Black fca 
keeps open a conftant navigation for fupport* 
ing their armies dircAly from their grand 
magazine^ Conftantinople ; and which will 
always be of great fefvice, though a Ruiiian 
fleet was upon that fca ; but if they were de-^ 
prived of that advantage, yet there is no com- 
parifon between the eafe of recruiting' the 
Turkifli armies with the beft troops frora 
their provinces immediately at their backs, 
and the imnienfe diftance which every thing 
from RufBa has to go before it can arrive at 
our army ; and this, I think, is almoft fufficient 
to prevent any very important fuccefs. All 
thefe points caii hardly fail of making a pro- 
traded war more fatal to us, by the greatnefs 
of the expence, than it can be to the Turks. 
As to making a very bold pufti to fini(h the 
war in tW9 or three campaigns, by aiming 
fpecdily at Conftantinople, there are too many 
dangers in the plan to think that any com- 
mander would ha2ard it. From the two 
great frontier fortrefles, Ockzakow and Ben- 
der, there a^'e near four hundred miles to 
Conftantinople. The Danube, with its fix 
tnouths, and vaft marflies, befides a great line 
of fottrcfles, all lie in the way ; and after tbat^ 

near 
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near three hundred miles of a very defen(ibl« 
country. Such a march mufti in the nature 
of the propoiition, leave all the provinces to 
the weft of Moldavia and Wallaehia behind ; 
fo that nothing would be eafier than a Turkifti 
army to be collected in thofe provinces, and 
to cut off the communication and retreat of 
the grand army : in fuch a fituation it would 
be almoft impoftible for it to efcape ruin. 
The Turks would have nothing to do but to 
deftroy the country, harrafs its march, and 
difpute every inch of land, and every poft, ftill 
avoiding a general engagement : the leaft er- 
ror iii the RuiSan general would be deftruc- 
tion, and nothing but continued and iignal 
vidlories could be crowned with fuccefs. In 
fuch a fituation, I am not clear that ihe taking 
Conftantinople would be decifive. But the 
war could never be carried on upon this plan ; 
none is feafible but making abfolutely fure of 
all the country as you advance ; to leave no- 
thing behind you unconquered, or unpof- 
fefled ; but to advance flowly, campaign after 
campaign. If ever we are able to make any 
impreflion of confequence upon the empire of 
the Ottomans, it muft certainly be in this 
method." - 

This difcourfe I thought carried with it 
great m^rks of knowledge^ and a very atten- 
tive 
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ti?c eye to the chances of the prefent war 
with the Turks ; and I muft again repeat, 
what I obferved upon another occafion, that 
whenever a pcrfon, who minutes the obferva- 
tions he has made in his travels, has the fa- 
tisfadtion of meeting with perfons thus capable 
of yielding inflrudion, it may be as ufeful to 
take notes of their opinions as of his own ; 
and accordingly I have feldom failed doing it. 
Upon revifion, I am inclined to own, that 
fuch parts of my memorandums have greater 
value thanlihould have been able to hcve given 
them.— — ^I afked the baron, if he did not 
think that events of great importance might 
attend a viftorious Ruffian fleet in the Euxine? 
He replied, I do not fee that events, fuch as 
we have been fpeaking of, can ever ariie 
from it, except in one cafe ; and the poflibi- 
lity or probability of that muft depend on cir-* 
cumftances, of which we are all ignorant till 
they are tried. In making a conqueft of the 
Crim* or of the provinces to the north of the 
Danube, and to awe and curb the Tartars ia 
the Turkifh alliance ; in all thefe cafes, a vic- 
torious fleet would be of infinite importance» 
and give advantages to our arms which no 
other circumftanccs could. But I do not ap- 
prehend it poflible for any fleet to force its ; 
way through the Streights, and attack Con- 
6 ilantinople 
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fiantinople by water, fiut if the fleet on this 
Black fea was numerous enough to take on 
board the whole Ruffian army^ with all its 
camp^ baggage^ artillery, provifions, &c. I 
know not whether it wduld not be poflible to 
land them within two dr three days march 
of Conftantinople i nay, in cafe thie coaft is fa- 
vourable to difembarking, in one day's march. 
In this cafe, the expedition would not be ia 
the abfolute danger of mifcarrying from a 
march of four hundred miles, with a certainty 
of the retreat being cut ofl^, but the event 
thrown at once on that of a battle, in a fltua-^ 
tion where a vidtory, fupported and maintained 
by fuch a ileet, would probably overthrow 
the empire ; for there is a- wide difiPerence be- 
tween gaining fuch a vii^ory freih from the 
Alps, and fo fupported, and the fame fucceis 
without any lupport, and after the repeated 
and certain lofTes o( a long arid defperate 
march. But to fuch a fcheme there would 
be many objedions, though not fo ftrong as 
to the other : the greateft would be the dif- 
ficulty of procuring, manning, and fup-* 
porting fuch a fleet as would be neceflTary to 
make the condadl at all fecure; and this is fo 
great, that it would never be poffible toeflfea, 
in confequence of events that fell out after a 
tvar began ; for many years would be necef- 

fary 
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fary for the n^erc building fuch a fleet, and 
great treafurcs muft be expended in it. 1$, 
could never therefore be executed without 
the idea being conceived in a time of peace, 
and the fleet built in confequence^ and ready 
for ufe, with ikilful mariners and pilots ready 
at the breaking out of the war ; which ^Aate 
of the cafe fuppofes the Eroprefs to he in^oC- 
feflion of all the north coaft of that fea^ an^ 
to have the free navigation of it ; for with- 
out bothy it would be impofliible to think of 
the execution of fuch a plan. Thus you^ fee 
what long preparation muft in any c^e be 
neceflfary to form a confiftent plan for ^ttackr 
ing Conflantinople ; ^nd yet I am perfuadcd 
that this is the only plan that can ever prpvp 
fuccefsful. Firft, there muft be ^ war, anji 
a fuccefsful one ; for fuch muft be that which 
gives poflTcflion of Little Tartary, ind tl^e 
Crim to the Emprefs. After this wan, 
no time ftiould be loft in railing a naval 
force upon the Black fea^ fupcrior to any 
thing the Turks can fit out. Thirdly, that 
fea nxuft be moft minutely navigated, thgl 
every (hip may have a pilot who knows the 
rocks, banks, currents, &c* And Jaftly, ^a 
fuccceding war muft happen fo fuccefsful, ^s 
to.put us in poflfeflion of theprovint;e« north 
of the. Danube^ forcvea by fca it:might be 
Vol, III. ' P fatal 



2IO TRAVELSTHROUGH 

fdtal to make the attempt with a Arong 
enemy left behind fo near as Ockzakow, Ben<-> 
der, or any places in that country.— When 
all thefe prevbiis fteps were taken, and had 
proved focccfsfulf then I (hoatd fuppofe the 
attempt might be made, and with a proba* 
bility of fbccefs. I do not fpeak of the prac* 
ticability of landing on the ibuth-weft coad 
of the Euxine, becaufe I have been often told 
that it i$ all a very fafe coaft, and proper for 
landing on/' 

The whole month of December, and the 
beginning of January 1770, we fpent in our 
mutual vifits at Peterfburg ; and I may fay 
with great truth, and without paying the o- 
ther members a compliment, that I never 
pafled any time more agreeably : now and 
then Mr. Mafon and my felf appeared lat court, 
which i$ neceffary here ; and the En^preis 
learning that we were great travellers, entered 
more than once into converfation with us i 
and enquired into our opinions of feveral ob« 
jeds we bad viewed. She is referved in die 
manner of her fpeecfa, but has a noble open 
countenance, with a becoming greatnels in 
her air and carriage. There is nothings lively 
or pleafing at court, the whole being btrt a 
dull tho* a fine fccne. It is certain that thfe 
grffP* wifdom which has hitherto appeared 

in 
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in aU the anions and councils of thid princcfs, 
flows from her owa pcrfonal genius and a- 
bilities : I have not learned that ihe has any 
minifters* whofe diflinguiihed parts would 
give oap any reafon to fuppofc the fucccfs 
owing to them ; bcfides, it is well known 
her?, ,that the Emprefs is very determinate in 
her opinion. She aiks and hears the advice 
of her council upon important laifairs ; but 
£ho gwtrally follows her own opinion, which 
is evident from her ading diredly contrary 
to the (pinion of the whole in two or three 
affairs of confcquence; and in which the fuc- 
cefs that followed, proved clearly that her 
own judgment wa^ better than that of all her 
miniftcrs. She is remarkable for being ex- 
ceeding quick in her decifions; fhc never 
aSs from long and repeated confidcration, 
but determines almoft inftantaneoufly, ajod 
eiceciites with cqual^celcrity. Such a dilpo- 
fition is certainly fitter /or the condudl of 
great af&irs, than one in which more caution/ 
and a greater degree of prudence appeared ; 
for iiothing is fo fatal in the government of ao 
empire^ as inconftancy and irrefolution. He 
wIk) . confide? s long before he determines, 
muft infallibly teifs many opportunities, 
which to more adive minds are feized tlb^ in- 
ftaat they appear. \ 

P 2 The 
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The laft week in January, Mr. Mafon in- 
formed me that he had determined on an cxcur- 
fion into Siberia on the fnow, and attempted 
to perfuade me to accompany him ^ I did not 
like the fcheme, as it muft prove a long and 
fcdious journey; and iamytum, Ipropofed an 
excurfion wherever' he pleaied for a month, 
which would give us both an opportunity of 
feeing the nature of this travelling ; we con- 
rerfed often upon thi^ fubjeft before we could' 
decide ; as we prefently determined to break 
the length of the winter,, by fome excurfion 
of this fort. I expatiated to him upon the 
drearinefs of fo long a journey upon the fnow, 
and offered to accompany him to Ifpaham, in 
Perfia; which was moving into a warm cli- 
mate, inftead of freezing on the fnows of the 
norths befides, fuch a plan would fliew us 
a country highly worthy of our attention, and 
introduce us into quite a new fceDe. He ob- 
jetted to taking fuch a journey in tht depth 
of winter, affcrting, and truly,^ that to have 
it agreeable, it (hould be made in the fpring. 
At laft he came into the fcheme of a fliort 
excurfion ; and that we might Have the fnow 
in perfcdlion, he determined to point fuH 
liorth, and vifit Archangel, aiid the coaft of 
the White fca. 

As 
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As this journey was more a fchemc of a- 
mufement than obfervation ^ and as it was per- 
formed while the ground was covered feveral 
feet deep with frozen fnow, it afforded very 
little aiatter that is worthy of rcgiftering in 
.this journal. We crofled the lake of Ladoga, 
upon the ice and (now to ploucky, thence 
crofs the lake Onega to Cargapol, and from 
thence through a great foreft to ArchangeL 
The diftance is about three hundre^d miles^ 
which took us only five days ; we ftopped for 
lodgings at the towns we paffed ; and the 
fcenery of the country, which exhibited a 
world of fnow in every phantaftic form that 
pan be imagined, was a fource of perpetual 
amufement. The weather was very fevere ; 
but it is incredible how warm a compleat fuit 
pf fur, well furrounded with cloaks of the 
fame, keeps one ; I believe I could have flept 
all night upon the fnow, and full in the 
Jceeneft wind, without any other covering 
than my furs ; bat travelling in cold coun- 
tries has made me hardy -, Mr. Mafon often 
complained, when I felt not theleaft incon- 
venience. The fmooth and immenfc plain 
forn^ed on the two lakes, is an obje<fl ama,-* 
zingly ftriking ; and the vaft forefts rifing out 
of the fnow in fome places, and in others co- 
vered with it, exhibited fceneg infinitely mag- 

P 3 nificent 
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nificcnt. I had 'many opportunities of feeing 
the winter life of the peafants, the inhabi- 
tants of lonely cottages in the midft of thefe 
unbounded fnowy regions. They lay in a 
ftore for winter of falted meat indifcriminate- 
ly of whatever fort they have 5 alfo a quantity 
of rye, barley, pcafe or meal ; and they lay 
up likewife, a confiderable portion of dried 
iifli, which they cure in the fmoak of their 
cabbins : this winter (lock, with the fowls 
and accidental beads they kill in ranging the 
forefts, fupply them tolerably well. They 
cloath thcmfclves very warm in the fkins of 
ordinary forts of hearts, that hardly defcrves 
the name of furs : and the plenty of wood 
every where to be found, makes firing fo 
cheap an article to them, that their winter 
lives 1 take to be much more comfortable than 
their funimer ones ; for their lords have not 
fo much work for them to perform, fo that 
more of their time is their own ; the greateft 
regale that can be given them is that of a 
dram j and we have often found, that they 
would in any little contraft perform much 
more than they agree to, if a dram is added. 
This in fo cold a country, and where the ar- 
ticles of luxury among the poor arc fo ex- 
tremely limitedj is not to be wonder'd at. 

^Archangcl 
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Archangel is a fmall town, almoft on the 
mouth of the Divioi, which river is very broad^ 
anddefp, apd forms an excellent harbour. 
It contains about five thoufand, inhabitants^ 
but ^,^e.AQinber once was near thirty thou- 
fand^ whea it wa$ the great ftaple of all the 
trade which the Bngljifa and Dutch carried on 
With E.u0ia» before Peter the great founded 
Petei^flbaf g. It is worthy of obfervation^ that 
from that port there was a ^onfiderable ex^ 
port of Ruffian commodities, particularly na- 
val . ftores and furs, before that great com- 
merce was ia beiug, which has fince arofe 
at Peteriburg. In thofe days it was not an 
uncommon thing to fee three or four hundred 
fail 0/ (hips at a time in this harbour, but 
00 w very few refort there ; It is a poor place; 
the buildings containing nothing that is at all 
worjthy of notice : They have a cathedral, 
and an archbi(hop of the Greek church; but 
^very thing looks much on the declinp. 

To avoid returning to Pcterfbyrg by the 
fame road we had come» Mr. Mafoa proposed 
onx croffing the White fea on the ice, and ta- 
king a fmall compafs through Lapland, and 
turning ibuthwards round that fea dovvn to the 
lake Ladoga, and fo home to Peterfburg; 
this plan I readily agreed to, and accordingly 
%vp executed it. From the promontory of 
P 4 Catfnoze, 
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Catfnozc, acrofs to Parliga in Lapland, is 
about fcvcn and thirty miles, which wc 
pafled in Icfs than a day, though not without 
ibnie danger. From- thence we went to Po- 
hina, then to Kola, almoft on the north fca, 
and turning fouth to Keretta, paflcd out of 
Lapland from Kovoda, into Carclia, ha- 
ving travelled near five hundred miles through 
Mufcovite Lapland. I expedted to find nino 
tenths of the country a dcfart ; but it is not 
fo ; on the contrary there are fcveral little 
towns, and among thofe on the coaft there 
is a fniall trade divided j a fhip on a coafling 
voyage now and then comes in fummer, to 
purchafe furs with fuch commodities as are 
moft in rcqueft among the Laplanders. There 
is very little cultivation among them ; but 
they have large orchards, which furnifli them 
with an ordinary fort of apple : what corn 
they fow, is chiefly rye, and a little barley; and ' 
this is a' new thing, for formerly they lived 
entirely upon hunting andfiflbing, which are at 
prefent their principal dependance ; they dry 
both fle(b and fi(h for winter provifion, an4 
fee^ not much to regard the feverities of the 
climate, I do not enter into any particular 
defcription of them, or their manners, be- 
caufc I find that the accounts which I have 
read are vcryjuft. The face of the country^ 
* frqri? 
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from what could be feen of it in this feafon, 
cannot be difagrccabic ; it confifts of many 
open plains, geiitlc hills, and woods 5 fome 
of which are open groves, having no under- 
wood in them. This 'province pays the Em- 
prefs but one tax, which is a certain tribute 
of furs ; the amount of which is confiderablc. 
The rental of the eftates, which are fituated 
in it, is paid entirely in furs and ikins, for 
which the peafants have liberty to cultivate 
whatever land they want, andalfo to hunt and 
fifh on all the eftates. In fuch a country it may 
be fuppofed, that large tracks of land 3rielcl 
but very fmall returns ; I was aflured after- 
wards by a gentleman at Peterlburg, that he 
has a track of fixty miles long, by four an4 
twenty broad in fome places, and the income 
of it was not four hundred pounds a year neat 
at Peterfburg. 

Upon our return to thatcity, we renewed our 
former fociety in order to pafs the reft of the 
winter in as agreeable a manner as poffible j 
a purpofe, which I found was fortunately auT 
fwcred, and made me often rcfled with plea- 
fure on my determining to winter here. But 
I believe, much in fuch cafes is to be attri? 
buted to one's determining beforehand to make 
the beft of all thofe incohveniencics which 
piay be occafioned by difference of climate op 

feafon. 
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ieafbn. In the depth of winter the inhabit- 
ants of Ruflia keep chiefly within doors i 
the fociety of the fire-fide is then the only re- 
fuge from the inclemency of the weather ; 
this naturally begets a more fbciable temper ; 
andagreaterwillingnefstobepleafed^thanifall 
common objects divided the attention a|}d oc- 
cupied one's hopes and fears. Whether ^this is 
cr is not a rationalaccount of the matter, 1 have 

however often experienced the cafe ; and tho' 
my acquaintance this winter at Petefiburg 
.wanted no circum fiances to iet them ofi^^ ytt 
i think I enjoyed theirconverfation more, 
^than if it had heen in the midft of the mild- 
Defs of a winter in Andalufia. 

The count de Sellirne informed ujs the vaid^ 
.die of Marcb^ that he fbould very early . ju 
the fpring repair by the Emprefs^s order to 
Azoph, to make the campaign which viras 
meditated againft the Turks in Georgia; and 
4fi which he cxpeSed a commiflion of import- 
iuice. This turned our converfation for fd- 
y<5ral days on the views of the court of Ruflia^ 
VI the war in that part of the world ; and the 
Baf on Minchewfe afierted, that attacking the 
.Turks in ihcir provinces, between the Black 
fea and the Euxine, was one of the wifeft 
ineafures that could be adopted^ and the beil 
|:d!culated of any to give a great divcrfiqn tp 

their 
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their arms, to the cafe of the war in the 
provinces on the north of the Danube. It is 
a territory of very great importance, from its 
fituatlon between the two fcas, as well as froni 
the finenefs of the climate and the fertility of 
much of the foil. It is by means of thefc 
provinces that they hold fo great a command 
of the Black fea, entirely furrounding it by 
their dominions and ports. By thefc pro- 
vinces alfo, the communication is kept up 
between their other dominions, and the Tar- 
tars in fubjedlion or alliance vnth them, after 
the Ruffian army cuts it off on the weftern 
coaft. Such a diverfion, if made by an army 
tolerably powerful, would have great cfFcfts; 
ihofe eaftern provinces arc weak, drained of 
their troops, and the fortrcflcs never in good 
order ; if all the maritime ones were attacked 
oiie after another by an army in concert 
with a fleet, the war might in two campaigns 
be carried to the fouthcrn coaft of that fea, 
which would alarm the Turks exceedingly^ 
^nd occafion great drafts from their grand 

army. 

Upon another occafion, when we were 
converfing upon the profpcds of the prefent 
war, I related the journey I had made from 
the Ukraine along the frontiers of Poland to 
Peterlbarg; apd obferved, that an immcnfc 

track 
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track of country was not only in the hands of 
ihe Ruffian troops, but the towns and villages 
partly peopled with Ruffians, while the old 
inhabitants were all flying into RuiTia : this, 
I remarked, had all the appearance of the Em* 
prefs's deiigning to annex Uiofe countries to her 
dominions. The Count faid, in reply, that 
there were feveral provinces in Lithuania 
which the ancient Czars had Jong claimed ; 
they were once independent ; and after put- 
ting themfelves firft undtfr the protedion of 
Poland, then under that of RufGa, and then 
going back to Poland again, difputes abou( 
ihe fovereignty had happened, which extend?^ 
cd in feme degree to the whole grand duchy 
of Lithuania : he therefore fuppofed the Em* 
prefs might keep thofe provinces in her 
hands, if not retain them, at leaft for making 
a diviii<Mi with the republick, and afcertaining 
plearly the boundary, if ever a time of tran- 
quillity (hould return. He faid that there was 
great reafon to believe fo very political a 
prinpefs vi/^uld not miftake fo much, as to 
form any confiderable conquefts from Poland* 
and that for two unarifwerable reafons : firft, 
bccaufe they are not to her worth having, 
pfter the inhabitants are all fwept away; by 
her encouragements flie attradls the greater 
pgrt^ ^nd fear fcncjs awa^ the reft : if, on a 

peace. 
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peace, the owners of thofe provinces are at the 
trouble to re- people them from other parts of 
Poland, they will only be at work for her, a* 
in a future rupture the fame game will be 
played over again, and the Empfcfs gain cveiy 
thing {be wants, which is not territory, bat 
people. The fecond reafon is no lefs forci- 
ble; if flhcwas to difmertbcr any provinces 
of confequencc from the kingdom of Poland^ 
file would fcarccly fail of bringing the united 
arms of Auftrk and Pruffia on her ; neither of 
^hich powers can ever fee, with any degree 
of fatisfadion, the incrcafe of this empire'^ 
greatnefs, and would declare againft it the 
rnftant any appearance took place of mak- 
ing acquiiitions.from Poland, which to them 
would carry appearances of greater defigns> 
and if Poland fellinto the hands of any neigh-* 
bour, the ballance of power in all this part 
of the world is at once deftroyed ; and of aU 
events, none can be more againft the intercfts 
df Auftria and Pruffia, than to bring the 
Ruffian power nearer to them than it is at 
prefent. Peopling her waftes is the great ob- 
ject of the Czarina ; Polifli provinces would 
be of no value to her ; if territory is her ob- 
jedl, it cannot be in Poland, but on th^ 
Euxine fea, where it would bring trade, and 
a command with it, of much more confe- 
6 qucnce 
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qucnce to her than half of Poland. The Ruf- 
fians you faw fettling on the frontier pro- 
vinces, tnufl be merely fuch as are attra<3ed 
by the armies with a view of fupplying tbem» 
at a time when the deferted hou&s and far^s 
of the Poles were ready to receif e them $ but 
they will all be glad to return when the occafion 
of their going is removed. Thofe provinces 
are now under the civil as well as militjiry ad- 
miniilration of RufHa, which mud of conie*. 
quence carry a great numbo: of Ruffians th9e» 
whofe refidence can be no longer than the oc^ 
caiion continues. All will return upon a ge* 
neral pacification. 

I ihould thiok^ in good politics, the Count's 
opinion muft be right ; and that the Empf^fs 
keeps poileffion of fo many Poliih provinoe^ 
in order to be better able to carry c^ all the 
inhabitants ; which is , certainly making the 
b^ft ufe of them that can be to her. Bat, 
at the iame time, (he acquires all that ftreogth 
which would be the confeqUence of fcazing 
the provinces tbemfelves; and therefotoi her 
rivals, who would declare againft her for one^ 
0iould,to be confident, do the fame for the 
other ; for there certainly can be no doubt but 
the increafe of a million of fubje&s, fixed on 
the crown lands of this empire, would 
ftrengthen tUe monarch on.dbc throne far 

more 
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more than the acquifitioa of a Poliflb pro- 
vince, containing a million, and yield font 
or five times the wealth. 

The approach of the fpring made Mr; 
Mafon and my fclf think of leaving Peterlburg, 
He determined to travel intd Pcrfi^, and, if 
the country is tolerably fettled, to go by land 
through the Mogul's empire to our fettlemcnts 
on the coaft of Coromandcl j an idea very 
vrorthy of a man who, I believe, will never 
ceafe to travel till he ceafes to live. But as I 
have no dclire to paft away my life without 
the fati$fa<aion of fixing, I (hall bend my 
courfe homewards, with the pleafing idea of 
turning a' country farmer in Northampton- 
(hire, ' and putting in pradice, on my owii 
eftate, fofi^e of the various cultures and me- 
thods which I have viewed in fq many 
places. 

The 3dof April; 1770, I left Petcrfburg, 
taking with me five attendants to condud me 
fafc through Poland jr among whom were 
two foldiers, who could fpeak German and 
Pdifli : of the former language I have enough 
to underftand commdn converfation. Such a 
rctiiiuie in England would coft a traveller four 
or five pbunds aday; but I could travel in 
Rdflia or Poland for four and thirty (hillings 
a diy, all cxpences included^ except cxtraor-^ 

6 dinary 
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dinary ones : when I (lop at large towns, 
the landlords, though they arc very rcafona- 
blc, will yet fwell the account higher than 
that. I arrived the 5th at Narva, which is 
one hundred miles ; the country very badly 
inhabited, but much of it cultivated. The 
frofl is beginning to go ; (o in ten days or ^ 
fortnight we may expe<a fummcr, which, in 
the northern climates, comes at once, with- 
out the intervention of fpring. The fnow 
melts apace ; till it is quite gone, the roads 
will be bad ; but I have even, in their pre- 
fcnt circumftances, traveUed on worfe. 

Narva is prettily (ituated on the banks of a 
fine river, though not a deep one, as {hips of 
any fize cannot come up to the town : it is 
well built, and ftrongly fortified. Here is a 
conGderable trade in hemp, flax, timber, pot- 
ashes, and moft of the commodities which 
are exported from Peterfburg. Almoft all the 
trade is in the hands. of the EngliOi and 
Dutch ; but the former are much the greateil 
purchafers : the trade which the latter carry 
on here has long been on the decline. I left 
Narva the 6th^ at noon, and taking the banks 
of the river, followed it two days, when I arrived 
at Salatlki, which is above ninety miles from 
Narva, (landing at the bottom of a very fine 
lake, above forty miles broad, and as much 

long. 
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loftg. All, this country is pretty well cultf- 
vatcd* I faw many fields of rye beautitully 
green, though fo lately covered with fnowv 
and much of them now under it. The 8th I 
reached Plefcow, on a lake of the fame name, 
fome parts of which^ from the wooded iflands 
which are thick in it, arjc very beautiful. All 
this country is as well cultivated as any pare 
of RufUa. It produces a[ large qq^ntity of 
Hax 5 but they reckon the foil rather too light 
for hemp. They have two feafons for fow- 
ing both wheat and rye ; Odober, and April 
and Mayj but they reckon that the former 
ieafon yields the beft produce. They grow 
much more corn than is neccflary for their 
own confumption, which, with their flax, is 
exported by the port of Narva; water carriage 
giving them that opportunity at a very cheap 
rate. Wheat yields here two quarters, and 
fometimes more, upon an acre ; rye not more 
than wheat : barley is not fown till the mid* 
die of May, but the heat of the fun brings an 
early harveft 5 it is not reckoned a very pro- 
fitable grain here; they get from two quar- 
ters to two and an half per acre: oats yield 
three and an half. I had been informed, that 
in Livonia, one method of cultivation was 
very extraordinary, which was, that of flood- 
ing vales that would admit it, and keeping 
Vol. in. .0^ them 
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them as fi(h- ponds for three or four years, 
and then, letting the water off, they cultivate 
it for corn for five or fix years j after which 
the water muft be let on again to fertilize it 
afrefli : but on enquiry I found it was not in 
this part of the country : but they ufe here 
almoft as many wood aflics for manuring their 
lands as they do in Sweden, and fay that no 
other manure has fo great an effe.d. 

The roads growing but indifferent, I did 
not reach Marienburg till the loth ; the dif- 
tancc better than fifty miles. The country is 
woody in parts, but much of it very well cul- 
tivated. I paflcd through large tracks of 
young wheat and rye, which looked extreme- 
ly well ; and the peafants were all bufy in the 
fields with their ploughs, which they work, 
fome with horfes, and feme with oxen. They 
were tilling their lands for barley and oats, 
and alfo flax ; for the latter of which they ap- 
propriate their bcft foils, if not wet clays; but 
they prefer a fine light fandy loam for it. 
An^ acre of good flax is worth from three to 
five pounds ; but they raife much that does 
not yield three. Marienburg is a fmall town, 
tolerably well built, and moft romantically 
fituated on a promontory of land which pro- 
jeds into a large lake ; fo that it is jpined to 
the main land only by a narrow neck, not 

much 
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Ifiuch wider than the road. An inland place 
in a counti:y not full of manufadurcs, cart 
fearccly be of any great importance. Marien*- 
burg was once of confequence for its ftrength> 
and the Icenb of feveral military expeditionSi 
when belonging to the Teutonic knights. 
It is at prefent poorj but ftrong for this p^rt 
of the world. The people live cheaply, from 
the fertility of the neighbouring country, 
and the vaft quantity of fifli which they get 
out of the lake. The farmers manure their 
land around the lake with a kind of ouze^ 
which they dig up on the banks .of it : it is of 
a deep blue colour, about two feet deep, cuts 
likfe wet peat, and is compofed of rotten vege* 
tables; for there is an immenfe growth of 
weeds every year in the lake, which drive 
a(bore and rot, and, with a mixture of mud, 
forms this manure, which is of the nature of 
itiarle, and fertilizes their fields for many 
years* I have no doubt but the fame mate* 
rials naight be found on the coafts of many 
other lakes ; but cuftom not having ma^e the 
ufe of them common, the hulbandmen negledl 
them. 

The I ith I got to Pebalgen, another town 
built en a lake ; the diftance about forty miles, 
through a territory, part good> and part of it 
marihy ; but all the lands that would admit 

CL? ' of 
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of culture, ieemed to be under cultivation, and 
yielded wheat, rye, barley, oats, and pulfe« 
They alfo cultivate cabbages for the winter 
food of their herds, which are very nunaerous. 
It is a large red cabbage, which ftands the 
utmoft feverity of the winter, and is taken 
from under the fnow in full perfeAion for all 
forts of cattle, who arc wonderfully fond of them* 
They ufed to fow the Swedifli turnep for this 
ufe, but come more into the cabbage, from 
finding the produce much greater* As to its 
ftanding the winter, from the obiervations I 
have made, I am inclined to believe the cli- 
mates in which vegetables fufier moft, are 
not thofe where great quantities of fnow falU 
but fuch as have fevere frofts without any 
fnow : the fnow keeps them warm^ and greatly 
protects them from the keen frofly winds, 
which in other countries cut off fo many 
vegetables* There is not much flax in this 
line of country ; but they cultivate a little 
hemp : however they depend moft upon 
common hufbandry. It is remarkable that 
there is a great difference between Livonia^ 
and the other parts of Ruflia which I have 
been in. The ancient provinces generally 
are divided into . the eftates of the nobility, 
who cultivate them by means of ftcwards 
and agents, the peafants being all Haves* But 

in 
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in the Ukraine, the land belongs to little 
freeholderSi if I may fo call them, who cul- 
tivate their own property* Now in Livonia 
the cafe differs from both ; for here eftates 
are of all fizes, and let out upon farming 
lea(es, as in England. There are many feats 
of country gentlemeui who all have a part of 
their eftates in their own hands ; but the pea* 
fants, though not fo much at their eafe as in 
free countries, yet are not enflaved; they 
hire large tracks of land, which fome of them 
cultivate extremely well ; and many of them 
are worth confiderable fums of money for this 
part of the world. 

The 1 2th I rode near fifty miles to Crop- 
per, through a country moft beautifully wa- 
tered with fmall lakes and rivers 5 it is divert 
fified with gentle hills and groves of fine trees^ 
and great part of it well cultivated 5 many 
parts of England have a much wdrfe appear- 
ance. The peafants from the general ad:ivity 
fcen among them, I take to be a very induf** 
trious fet gf people ; fcarcely any arable field 
but what had ploughs at work in^ it s the foil 
is fandy, for loams and clays require fome 
time to dry after the fnow is gone, before they 
will admit the cattle to till it ; but thefe lands 
inclinable to fand are prefently dry enough 
for tillage 5 they plough varioufly for their 

0^3 ^P""S 
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fpring corn, fomc only once, others three 
times. Flax is cultivated by many of them ; 
but they a{n>red me that wheat paid them 
better, though (bme farmers have now and 
then fuch good flax-crops as induces them to 
continue the culture. I remarked that moft 
of them are very attentive through the winter 
feafon in railing dunghills, or rather compoft 
heaps near their houfes; for there was fcarcely 
a farm without a gteat fquare heap piled up 
to a confiderable height; they are compofed 
of the dung of their cattle, which they win- 
ter in houfes, and litter them with ruihes and 
other aquaeicweeds, which they cut up for that 
purpofe in their numerous laJces and rivers ; 
they alfo add great quantities of mud, alfb 
wood afhes, &c. and at this time of the year^ 
they mix tbef^ hills togett^er^ turning them 
oyer, and incorporating the ingredieqt§ j af^er 
which they leave them, tiU they fow barley 
or plant cabbages, fpreading them on the land 
beford the laft ploughing. This muft all be 
a very excellent fy(lem pf hufbandry. ' 
. The 13th in the afternoon I reached Riga 
whjch. is the moft confiderable place for trade 
next tp Peterfburg in the Ruflian dominions. 
It ftands very advantageoiifly for commerce, 
near the mouth of the river Dwina, which, 
with its 'i)ranches extending a great way into 

Poland 
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Poland and Ruffia, bring immenfe quan- 
tiliee of commodities which are exported from 
this city: Among thefe the principal are 
hemp, flax, timber for mafts and other pur- 
pofes ; pitch, tar, and pot afhes j all thefe com- 
modities are produced in the provinces or near 
them, through which thofe rivers run; and 
fome of them by means of fhort land carriage 
from one river to another, much further 
even from the Ukraine and the Poliih pro- 
vinces that border upon Turkey. » It appears 
by the regifters of the cuftom-houfe at this 
town, ^ that more than five hundred fail of 
fhips, from one hundred and .fiifty to four 
hundred tons, have been loaded here in ayear'; 
three hundred of which were Dutch, and 
one "hundred and fixty Engli'fhi but of 
late the trade of the town has , declined, for 
at prefent there are not many more than four 
hundred fail cleared outwards, of which about 
two hundred and forty are En^ifti. Every 
ton of the goods they carry from hence, 
might be had at our own plantations ; but for 
want of due encouragement we come to RufTia 
for them, and pay fome hundred thoufand 
pounds ballance on the account ; which is an 
inftance of miftaken politicks that never was 
to be equalled in the annals of the Dutch rjd- 
poblick. ; 

0^4 ' IM 
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I had a letter of recooimendation to Mr« 
Scueen, a principal merchant in this towo^ 
with whom I fpent the evening ; and he dot 
only gave me the heads of the preceding par« 
ticularSj but I had alfo fome inftru^ive con^^ 
verfation with him on the preient ftate of the 
province of Livoii la • Of all Peter the great's 
conquefls, this was the moft important i. be* 
ing a country which for its prpdudSt ports 
andfituation is of the higheft importance to 
Ruflla. It forms upon ari average, a iquare 
of stoo miles every way, and contains bet^ 
ter than twenty five millions of acres« and near 
a million of people. Above half th^ lands 
he calcuhtes» are under profitable cultivation^ 
cither in arable crops or good meadow ; an4 
exclufive of woods, niarihes, lakes and rivers^ 
The annual produ£t is about thirteen millions 
flerling, including timber, Su^h an eftimate 
cannot be accurate, I do not give it the reat- 
der as a paper of authority; it is nothing 
more than the calculation of a very ingenious 
ienfible mw^ who has many times travelled 
all over Livonia. The parts which I faw are 
tiot equal in culture to others in the province^ 
jet I fhould apprehend that half the track I 
came through is under culture, meadows in*^ 
eluded i and as to the number of acres^ it is 
^geographical fa£t. But I ihonld not coft^ 
3 <»*» 



RUSSIA. «sf 

ceive there were quite a million of people in 
it ; I heard the nuoi^er once eftimated at be^ 
tween fix and feven hundred thoufand, Sup-» 
pofingtenor twelve millions of acres cultiva^ 
ted^ which does not appear to me an cxzg^ 
gerated idea; I do not fee how the total proda^ 
of the province can be eftimated fo low as 
thirteen noillions* But from this (ketch of 
particulars^ it is eafy to conceive that the 
importancQ of the province to Roflia is very 
greats 
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POLAND AND PRUSSIA, tif 

CHAPTER Vn. 



Journey to Dantzkk — Defcription of the coun-- 
try and bufbandry — ^radt of Dantzick — 
Journey to Wdrfaw-^Miferable Jiate of P$^ 
land — To Brejkm. 

THB 14th I left Livonia, and reached 
Mittaw, the capital of Courland, the 
diftance about eight and forty miles. The 
face of the country is exadly the fame as that 
of Livonia, and the foil equally fruitful, 
which by information I found was the cafe of 
the whole dutehy : their produds, as hemp, 
flaxt lihtfeed, timber^ ma(ls> pot-afh, fkins, 
tar, honey, wax, &c. are confiderable. The 
whole country is full of black cattle, and they 
have many horfes. Mittaw was in the happy 
times of the dukes of Courland, when the 
Ketler family had quiet poOfeflion, and before 
the dutehy and all its towns were ravaged by 
the Swedes and Mufcovites, it was then a con- 
fiderable and a fine town ; it reckoned fifteen 
thoufand inhabitants, but now they are not 
more than nine thoufand. It is yet an agree* 
able place, well built with a handfome du- 
cal palace, where is fomethiog of a court with 

guards. 
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guards^ and there is always a ftrong garrifon iri 
it. Of late years there have heen great ad- 
ditions to the fortifications. It is nowt ^ well 
as the whole dutchy^ in the hands of the 
Ruffians. 

From Mittaw, I reached Zagari in Poland 
on the 15th, being about four and forty 
miles ; part of the country tolerably cultiva- 
ted, but not equal to Livonia, or even to Cour- 
land} there were foole RulSian foldiers at 
Zagari to keep the town and the neighbour- 
ing country in order, which they do very ef* 
feflually ; and a great advantage it is to theie 
parts of Poland, where the civil war is thus 
kept under by a foreign power* The ad- 
vantages of all the cultivation I faw are in the 
hands of the Ruflians, for the Polish nobles 
through moft of the great province of Samo* 
gitia are driven from their eftates, and the 
profits of fuch of them as are not de-* 
populated all go to the Ruffians. The cot* 
tages of the peafants are as mean as can well 
be conceived ; they are chiefly built of turf, 
and covered with the fame, being drawn up 
in a fpiral form to a point, where is an aper- 
ture for the fmoak to go out ; the room is 
large enough for the family and the cattle ; 
all lye together and in the fame manner. I 
had read that they ufed in this province none 

but 
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but wooden plough-fliarcs, through a ridi- 
culous notion that the iron danaaged their 
crops; but this is not true, for I faw many 
ploughs at work for barley, and all of them 
had iron fhares, but of a moft aukward con- 
ftrudion. 

The 1 6th I got to Rofennc, the diftance 
near fixty miles ; through a country that had 
.Ipiardly any appearance of prefent cultivation; 
many villages I paffed that were deferted, fe- 
vcral manfions in ruins, and fields entirely 
wafte that had once been tilled ; the whole 
a very melancholy fpedacle; but much of 
the country was partly marfti and foreft. 
The town of Rofennc is a fmall fortified place, 
which has a Ruffian garrifon ; there is an ap- 
pearance of nothing but poverty in it. The 
17th I got toSwingy, a little town about 
thirty four miles from Rofenne; there is fome 
land in this line of country under cultivation, 
being the eftate of a nobleman who enjoys it 
in tolerable peace under the protedion of Ruf- 
fia. They fow barley, oats, peafe, beans, • 
and a little rye ; I faw feveral ploughs at work j 
and upon examining them, found that the 
{hares were wood, to my no fmall furprize ; I 
enquired the reafon of this, and they could 
give me none, only that they never ufed any^ 
other fort ; the land here is fandy^ and ^id not 

feem. 
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feem to yield goo(l crops : the rye was fall c»f 
weeds ; I aiked if i( was to be weeded^ and 
they told me they never weeded any com at 
all. The noblemjin is an old man, who has 
his eftate managed in the fame way as his fa-« 
ther had; that is, the peafants are miferably 
oppreiled by his ftewards, and his own in« 
come at the fame timecontemptible« 

The 1 8th I travelled forty miles toStocken, 
all in Pruffiat the country iandy, and not 
much of it well cultivated^ but the peaiants 
are much more at their eafe than in Poland^ 
and this country being fubjed to the king of 
PrulSia, no Ruffians, no Poliih confederacies 
nor any difturbances happeh in it^ which is a 
very great advantage to agriculture} tho* I 
yet have fcen nothing that gives me any great 
idea of their knowledge An that fcience. This 
country is much more populous than Samo* 
gitia^ and the houfes of the peafants built of 
much better mateiials* I paiTed two or three 
villages entirely inhabited by Poles who have 
fled their country, and fettled here by order 
of the king of Prufiia ; though without any of 
that noble encouragement I faw exerted in 
Ruflia; and I believe thoie who take refuge 
in the latter country, are in other refpedt 
better treated than they are in Pruffia. The 
19th I got by dinner to Koningft>urgt the di* 

ft^nce 
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Aance being only twenty miles through ^ 
country pretty well cultivated, and tolerably 
peopled^ though the foil is in general fandy, 
and from its appearance I ihould not apprehend 
it very good. All the country people were now 
bufy in preparing their land for fpring fown 
corn ; they plough here with only two cattle 
in a plough ; and I faw fbme drawn by a little 
horfe and a cow ; or a little ox ; this is very 
practicable with fo light a foil : they fow large 
quantities of buckwheat, and reckon it more 
profitable than barley. Koningfburg is the 
moft confiderable town which the King has in 
Pruffia; it is tolerably well fituated, and has 
a very good harbour with fome trade, but not 
near equal to that of Riga^ though it is a 
hanfe town. The export is in the fame ar-«- 
tides, except hemp and flax, of which the 
quantity is too inconfiderable to mention* 
Upon the coaft are found fometimes large quan*- 
tities of yellow amber, which is to be bought 
at Koningfburg. The flreets are broad, but 
irregular an4 not well paved ; but there arc 
many very good buildings in it, and they 
reckon above twenty thoufand inhabitants. 
The King has made feveral attempts to in- 
crcafe its trade, but they do not fcem to be 
attended with any great efFea. Dantzick, on 
one fide, and Riga on the other, arc two fuch 
Vol. III. R rivals. 
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rivals, that this place cannot make its trade 
good againft them for any thing further than 
the mere amount of the produdts of that track 
of country, which lies nearer to it than to any 
other. 

The 20th I reached Ladfperg, at about 
forty miles from Koningfburg : the country 
all fandy, and, that circumftance confidered, 
pretty well inhabited. Buck-wheat is a great 
crop with them, I found. They do not fow 
it till the end of May : the produce is greater 
than that of any other grain or puHe, and the 
flraw they reckon nearly equal to hay for 
cattle ; an obfervation I had not any where 
heard of before. The peafants of this countryj 
I find^ are all much freer than in Poland, but 
they pay very heavy taxes to the King ; yet 
they are not in fuch bad circumflances as the 
Poli(h peafants, becaufe taxation is regular; 
whereas the payments made by the peafants 
to their lords in Poland, are fo capricious, that 
they never know when they have paid their 
total : moft of it being in cattle, and irregular 
perfonal ferviccs, the befl; liberty that can be 
given to peafants is to compound all fuch for 
money, which makes their burthens regular, 
however heavy they may be ; and when this 
fyftem is extended as far as it will go, it in- 
cludes the tenures of knd ; fo that all the 

eftates 
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^flates are let on leafe^ and the landlord's 
whole property pays him a regular intereft in 
money : this is the higheft advantage that 
can any where be made of the foil — ^it will 
in this cafe always be beft cultivated^ and 
yield a greater total produd than in any other 
fy&em, at the fame time that many more 
people are maintained than in any other way* 
It is not at all neceifary that a country fhould 
be free, in order for this I'yftem to reign ; it is 
as general throughout France, and the arbi- 
trary governments in Italy, as it is in England. 
The people, it is true, may be opprefled ; but 
then the oppreflion is different : in France, 
the proportion of taxes paid by the farmers 
and peafants is quite out of all proportion to 
the other claffes of the people; but then 
there i$ a regularity in their burthens, which 
renders them bearable. Taxes upon land, 
cattle, crops, or on whatever tHey may be laid, 
muft in their nature have fomething of regu- 
larity and proportion in them ; but the- pcr- 
fonal fervice in which the lower ranks of 
Poland are kept, is a mere flavery, fuch a 
defpotifm as the planters in the Weft-Indies 
ufe over their African (laves. Compared 
with this, the opprefled ftate of the Rufliaa 
peafants k an abfolute freedom ; beiides 

R 2 which. 
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fcavengcrs ; moft of it is bought by tho 
Dantzickers for their farms ; and they raife 
by this means as fine corn, &c. on their poor 
fand, as the richefl foils yield that are not 
equally manured. 

Dantzick is a very confiderable city, well 
fituated on the mouth of the Viftula, with a 
very advantageous harbour for all but the 
largeft {hips. It very much refembles Ham- 
burgh, both in the loftincfs of the houfes, 
the manner of building them, and in the nar- 
rowncfs of the ftreets. The ftreets and houfes 
are much cleaner than any others in this part 
of the world ; but neatnefs is not carried to 
the length it is in Holland. The principal 
ftreets are planted on each fide in the Dutch 
way, which is an inftance of ill tafte in the 
original, which one cannot but be furprifed 
at ever feeing copied. The city is not large, 
the circumference not exceeding three miles : 
it is fortified with a wall, and a double ditch 5 
but the ftrength alone that is its fccurity, is 
the intercft of all their neighbours that the 
place fhould continue free : in which circum- 
ftance it is in the fame predicament as Ham- 
burgh. Two thoufand regular troops, exccl-^ 
lently provided and armed, would be a very 
weak garrifon ; but they have not feven hun- 
dred to fpare, and thofc neither- in difcipjine, 

armsji 
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arms» or magazines^ comparable to the fame 
number of men in any regular fervice in Eu- 
rope. In a word> Dantzick has a ftrength to 
refift nobody but the Poles. They have an 
arfenal full of ufelefs arms, and talk of pof- 
feifing two or three hundred pieces of cannon ; 
but a great train of artillery may be as infig- 
nificanty as are thefe of Dantzick^ as a maga-* 
zine of match-locks« 

But the commerce of this city is the crbjedt 
that is alone worth / attention ; it poffeffing, 
they reckon, fixteen in twenty parts of all 
the trade of Poland. This is by means of 
the river Viftula, and its numerous branches, 
tvhich fpread through a vaft extent of that 
kingdom, and are navigable almofl wherever 
they go. The great article of export is corn, 
and particularly wheat; they fend off fome 
years to the amount of five, fix, and fevpn 
hundred thoufand pounds ; and once the 
amount arofe to one million two hundred and 
forty thoufand pounds. Of late years, the 
quantity is much declined, and, fince the 
prefcnt troubles in Poland, has been very 
trifling J fo that the total, laft year, it was faid, 
did not amount to one hundred thoufand 
pounds. All the corn comes in floops and 
flat-bottomed barges, that carry from thirty 
to fixty tons, and fome more, and wholly oa 
R 4 account 
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account of the landlords» who are all noble« 
by virtue of their pofleiiing lands. It is raife4 
on their eftates by their peafants, who, as I 
before obferved, arc all (laves ; fo that the Poles 
inay be faid to farm their whole eftates, what^ 
ever be the extent: the barges are their own ge^ 
oerally, and the watermen that navigate thera.^ 
are fome of them their vaflals, and others free*- 
men, whom they hire in the cities and towns oa 
the river. It is fold to merchants at Dantzick, 
whp lodge it in their granaries, which are 
more capacious than thofe of any town in £u^ 
rope, fome of them eight (lories high. The 
boats bring, befides corn, all the other articles 
of fale which the Poli(h eftates produce, par- 
ticularly pot-a(h| mafts, plank for (hip*buiid- 
ing, pipe (lav^s, which are better than thoi^ 
of Hamburgh, bees- wax in large quantities, 
fome hemp and fla)f, and formerly much of 
it manufadlured into facl(ing, paclcing-cloths, 
and even linen, but this of late years is much 
declined : of all thefe articles, to the amount 
of thre? pr four hundred thoufand pounds^ 
but foinctimes not near fo much. The boats^ 
on their return, carry back to the nobles^ 
cities, and towns, all the commodities and 
manufadures which they want. Among 
thefe are reckoned, iron from Sweden, of 
Y^hich they once tool^ two thoufand tons a 
' year. 
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year, but the import is fallen to a thoufand ; 
Eaft-India goods of all forts, manufadures of 
woollen and fine linens, filks, brandy, wines, 
&c. The Dutch have all the fupply of India 
goods, and moft of that of linen and woollep ; 
gnd the French the principal part of the filks^ 
brandy, wines, and all the Weft-India com- 
modities. As to England, her trade with 
Pantzick is very inconfiderable, which is en- 
tirely owing to our taking off very few of her 
commodities : we never pay money for what 
plank, pot-a(b, or hemp we import ; and 
when wheat is fo dear in England, that fo- 
reign corn is admitted, our merchants have 
fometimes fent many fhips thither to load 
with wheat, and have paid for their cargoes 
with our manufadlures, of which none are fo 
acceptable in Poland as the hardware goods 
of Birmingham, Sheffield, Rotherham, &c. 

Making ufe of a letter of recommendation^ 
which I had brought from the Count Selliern, 
to Mr. Pratfky, a very eminent merchant at 
Dantzick, and one whofe great wealth (hews 
how well he underftands the trade of the city, 
cave me an opportunity not only of getting 
the preceding particulars upon better authority 
than I could otherwife have done, but, at the 
fame time enabled me to make fome enquiries 
copccrning the prefent ftate of Poland,refpecling 
5 the 
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the faftious views and defigns of the feveral 
parties which at prefent harrafs that kingdom. 
I had for three years paft read much concern- 
ing them in the public prints of many coun- 
tries, but could never clearly underftand the 
real ftate of the kingdom till I travelled from 
the Ukraine to Pcterfburg. The account he 
gave me was this. 

*^ Poland is divided into two grand patties, 
the Roman Catholicks, and the Proteftants 
find Greeks. The former, for (bme ages pafl, 
have omitted (as has been the cafe in every 
country of Europe) no opportunities of op- 
preffing the latter, and depriving them of 
that religious liberty to which they have a 
right by the conftitution of the kingdom. 
Thefe oppreilions and invafions of privileges 
begot confederacies of nobles, profefSng the 
Reformed or Greek religions, who entered 
into compads^ for the defence of their faith, 
and declaring a full refufal to acknowledge 
any fovercignty, until their complaints were 
redrcffed. This ftroke was copied immedi- 
ately in moft parts of the kingdom where 
thofe religious are found. This gave rife to 
counter confederacies of the Roman Catho- 
lick nobles, with this addition, that they, in 
their agreement, declared all who did not 
pccede to it to be enemies to the kipgdoin, 

A 
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A civil war immediately commenced : Ruffian 
troops, \yhich had long been in the kingdom, 
were greatly inereafcd, upon the Emprefs's 
declaring, ' in a general manifefto, her protec- 
tion of the Greek and Reformed religion; 
and all parts of the kingdom were immedi- 
lately in arms. In this war, the King, who 
difliked the whole of thefe proceedings, has 
been neuter; though it is very well known 
that the Ruffians are his friends, and that 
their power preferves him on the throne. 
The futfcefs of the war at firft W2^s various ; 
but every where the cffedl of it was deftroy- 
ing and plundering each other's eftates, and 
utterly ruining a confiderable part of the king<- 
dom. In the plunder taken on either fide, 
the peafants are always the moft valuable part ; 
fuch as ^re not armed by their mafters, but 
remain at home to cultivate the land, are, 
upon a ikirmiffi or incurfion which proves 
fuccefsful, carried off and planted upon the 
vidors lands, where they are moft feverely 
treated, if they dio not immediately conform 
to the religion of their new matters. Such a 
fyftem of making war, which has now ra- 
vaged Poland three years with great violence, 
it may eafily be fuppofed, is well enough cal- 
culated for reducing the whole kingdom to the 
condition of a defart. The Ruffians have in 
3 general 
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general been too hard for their enemies, and 
have cut in pieces a great number of their 
confederacies as faft as they are formed ; upon 
vrhich occafion the counter«*re£c>rmed Poles 
enter and utterly dedroy their efkates, carry- 
ing off the peafantSy and fixing them upon 
their own lands ; and many are ient into Ruifit 
from almoft every expedition, which, of all 
the refty are thofe only who have any chance 
of being fixed out of the reach of conftant re«- 
volutions. This is the prefent ftate of the 
kingdom : more than half of it has been laid 
wafte fince the war began ; and what threa- 
tens the whole is» the number of Roman Ca- 
tholic confederacies, which are formed as fail 
as the Ruffians deflroy the old ones. Nothing 
can bring any degree of peace to the kingdom, 
but the Emprefs increafing her troops to fuch 
a number, as to make a conqueft of all the 
Roman Catholic part of the kingdom : and 
this would give umbrage, it is thought, to 
Other powers, although fome of them have 
declared in favour of the Reformed and Greek 
caufe — that is, in favour of liberty of con- 
fcience. While the prefent war lafts between 
lluffia and Turkey, the Emprefs cannot fpare 
either troops or money for fuch a planj 
but if a peace is concluded with the Porte, 

we 
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we may then look for more deciiive mea- 
fures." 

Upon my afking him his fentiments of the 
Ruffian acquifidons^ and their keeping pofTef-- 
iibn of fb many provinces^ driving away the 
Polifli nobility from their eftates^ and carry- 
ing moft of the peafants into Ruffia ; inti- 
matingy that I thought the Emprefs had a 
fair chance of acquiring fomething impor- 
tant ; he replied, — ^* I do not apprehend that 
the Emprefs of RuiSa will think of feizing 
any Poliih provinces, becaufe that would 
make not only all moderate perfons, and all 
well-wifbefs to their country among the 
Poles, her implacable enemies, but would 
deprive her of the ftrongeft pretence fhe hag 
of interfering, and thereby governing Po- 
land : at the fame time, it would bring her 
into a war with Pruflia and Auftria ; for nei- 
ther of thofe powers would fee fuch Ruffian 
acquifitions> and fit by quietly. The aims 
of that princefs, which I have little doubt are 
thofe of a true politician, are to fupport the 
party of her own religion, and prevent their 
being opprefled, and to gain fuch a general 
power in the kingdom, as to have her. will be 
treated, in all great national meafures, with 
due refped. Her carrying away the PoliiH 
peafants to people her crown lands is mofl: 

certainly 
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. certainly a very political condudl; for (bd 
will add thereby equally to her ftrength and 
wealth." 

M. Pratfky infifted on my taking a dinner 
with him, which I did. He has a large and 
convenient houfe, well furnidied, and much 
in the Engliih manner. His wife is an agree- 
able, fenfible womanj a native of Sileiia^ 
who talked politicks incefiantly, and was a 
ftrenuous advocate for the King of Pruilia. 
They had a beautiful young lady, their daugh^ 
ter, who entertained mc on the harpfichord ^ 
Dantzick being pretty well fupplied with 
muficians from Germany. M, Pratlky lives 
elegantly, but in the German manner, which 
is all the tafte there : , they fit long at meals^ 
and drink very heartily i and among all the 
nations that are fond of the pleafures of the 
table, there is always much fociety, and a 
defire of pleafing, which does inftead of the 
more refined manners of the ibuthern coua« 
tries. Mifs Pratiky, and other ladies I favv:^ 
aim in their drefs, I obferved, at an imitation 
of the French talle : but I cannot fay I could 
ever admire any imitations, even in drefs : 
whatever nation afFcdls to follow the taftc of 
another, will never make any other figure 
than that of an halting copyer, who {hews as 
much aukwardnefs as faihion. The Engliih 

never 
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never make fuch fools of themfelves as when 
they copy the French in their drefs ; the two 
nations are of different genius, and different 
manners; we never come up to the extrava- 
gance of the original ; our copy is always 
tame: go from London to Paris, you arc in 
a new World j you find what was called French, 
to be a miferable defective copy of a mifera- 
ble original. 

' During my flay at Dantzick, I was at the 
Golden Crown, a very gopd inn lately fitted 
up and kept by a Dutchman ; he charges ve- 
ry reafonably^ and fupplied me with good 
fifh very frefh, and his wines are excellent, 
particularly old ,hock. 

The 26th I left Dantzick and took the road 
for Warfaw, in the province of Plofcow : I 
was informed there were feveral parties of 
confjpderates and much fkirmifhing, I there- 
fore took the advantage of travelling with a 
Dantzick burgomafler, going oh publick bu- 
iinefs to the King with a company of foldiers 
for his guard* That day we travelled above 
forty miles to Kirchow, a fmall town through 
a fandy track of country, but with many vil- 
lages jn it. The next day we got to Culm, 
once a famous place and a hanfe-tow:i, but it, 
has long been in decay, and is now, though 
a large place, filled with nothing but beggars 

and 
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and ruins. The fituation is upon a hilU and 
would if the town was well built, be very plca- 
£int. From hence we pafled the 28th through 
Thorn to WladiQawj the former of thcfc 
towns was a hanfe^ and a noted place . for 
trade before that of Dantzick, but mod of its 
commerce^ and inhabitants are gone ; it has 
ftillyhowever^agood appearance9theilreet8 are 
broad, ftrait, and fome of them well paved, 
and the houfes large and handfome : here is 
yet fome trade by means of the Viftula, which 
is what keeps the place from the ruin into 
which fo many others have fallen. The country 
we paifed is not fandy, but feems to be a good 
loam, and the appearance of the corn in- 
dicates good husbandry, but many eftates 
are quite defolate ; we went through three 
villages that had been reduced to aihes more 
than a year ago, and no figns yet of being re- 
built. Wladiflaw is a pretty well built town 
ajfo on the Viflula ; the only buildings in it 
that are of any note is the Cathedral ; it being 
the fee of a bifhop, an old Gothic edifice, and 
the bifliop's palace, which has been much 
damaged by a fiege the town flood. 

The 29th we went 30 miles to Plockfkow, 
on the banks of the river, except where 
mar(hes prevent; the furrounding country is 
a very rich foil, and not having fuffcred from 

an 
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an enemy, ihcwcd many figns of good culti- 
vation : great champain tracks of open coun- 
try are covered with wheats which looked very 
well : the ploughs were bufy in preparing 
for barley— no oats are cultivated here. The 
land feemed very well tilled by a couple of 
little horfes and two oxen : but the ploughs 
are pf a moft aukward conftruftion, and the 
peafants know not how to turn a ftraight fur- 
row ; they go as crooked as can well be i- 
magined, which is difagreeable to look at, tho* 
I apprehend not the worfe for the corn. They 
fbw a good deal of hemp and jflax in this 
neighbourhood, which they are very well fi- 
tuated for fending, with their corn to Dant- 
isick. Wheat produces two quarters an acre ; 
barley three, and peafetwo and an half. An 
acre of hemp, or of flax is worth about fifty 
fliillings. They have large herds of cattle, 
which they feed in fummer in the mar(hes 
on the Viftula ; and in winter upon cabbages 
and turneps, which they always boil in the 
German manner before they give them to the 
cattle: this is not of much confequence 
where wood is fo plentiful; but in England 
would do only in the neighbourhood of coal 
mines. But it is highly worthy of trial, to 
fee how it would anfwer to follow thiscuftom; 
becaufe, if one acre boiled goes as far as three 
Vol. III. S or 
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or four raw, which I have heard it does, thefe' 
are many fituatbns in which it would be very 
advifeable. We pafied near a nobleman's man-» 
fion, furrounded by a double moat-^full of 
water, and fome cannon mounted on the bat- 
tlements; my fellow-^traveller told me, that 
this caftle had been often befieged by the op- 
pofite party; but the nobleman driving all hi9 
peafants and cattle immediately in, had yet 
been fuccefsful in repelling them^ which 
feems to be the only fyftem of life in Poland 
for any perfon to have the lead fecurity ; but 
of late he has had the fortune to efcape any 
ravages, and is remarkable for the induftry 
and attention with which he cultivates his e- 
ftate, and takes a moft fatherly care of all 
the peafants on it. This is a very rare inftance 
inPoland; forthey are generally ufed, as I have 
often obferved, in a moft opprefBve manner; 
but the good effedt of this contrary treatment 
is extremely vifible in the cafe of this noble-* 
man, who, thp' with only a fmall eflate com* 
pared with many in the kingdom, has by 
means of a regular and confident condudk to- 
wards bis vafTals, and by a conflant attention 
to the culture of his land been able to favc# 
much money, part of which he has laid out 
in fortifying his caftle, which has more than 
once prcfcrvcd his property and his peafants, 

and 
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and the reft is lodged in the bank of Dant- 
zick. 

The 30th we reached Zadrzin, which is a 
ftage of more than forty milesj through a 
Very fine rich country, part of .which is fully 
cultivated t They fow very large quantities of 
wheat and barley* but no rye, or oats, peafc 
or beans ; they fallow their lands for wheat, 
and alfo lay all their dung in for it, and af- 
terwards take two fucceffive crops of barley ; 
ploughing thrice for each. Wheat yields four 
quarters an acre, and barley three. They 
alfo fow fome henpip and flax, and get as fine 
crops as any in Poland. The country is di- 
vided into four eftates, and has efcaped being 
plundered, which is owing I fuppofc, to the 
vicinity of the capital, where there has ge- 
nerally been a pretty ftrong garrifon. All this 
country on the Viftula, and between Dant- 
zick and Warfaw,is the beft fituated of any in 
Poland 5 for the voyage to the former city is 
fliort, and there are many populous and coh- 
fiderable towns, particularly Warfaw, which 
take off large quantities of the produdls at a 
good market, which is an advantage of the 
moft valuable kind. 

From Zadrzin is only forty faiilcs- to War- 
faw, the road running all the way within fight 

of the Viftula J in fome places fkirting marfli- 

S 2 es. 
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to move into fcvcral parts of the kingdom, 
without the guard of a Ruffian army, which 
is a mod unpopular, tho' a very neceffary mea- 
fure atprefent J on moftoccafions it is not clear- 
ly known from what fund the King is able tq 
pay this regiment, thp' his oecoaomy and 
private fortune would in better times eaflly 
acconnplifli it 5 but the publick revenue in 
the midft of the prefent confufions, fufFer§ 
extremely. If he is able to augment thi^ 
corps by degrees, introducing none but men 
of low birth, mere foldiers of fortune, and 
abfolutely dependent on him i J| may in time 
be a means of giving him an authority, which 
Xio other meafure will ever bring about, for 
Poland will never fee times of tolerable order, 
till her l^i^^gs have abundantly more power 
than at prefent, and nothing but force will 
ever give them that power. 

The fortifications of Warfaw, are fufiicient 
to prevent the town being infulted by flying 
parties, or fmall armies, but could not ftand 
afiege of any duration againft an army well 
provided j it has two good walls, flanked by 
many baftions and tolerably lined with ar- 
tillery; the ditch is broad and deep, and the 
waters of the Viftula may be let into it at 
pleafure. ^at the extent of thefe fortifica- 
tions is too great to be defended effeaually 

with 
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jwlth lefs than eight thoufand men. Warfaw 
is populous; being the capital of Poland, al- 
ways brought great numbers to fettle in it, 
which the miferable ftate of moft of the other 
towns in the kingdom has lately increafed 
very much, fa that the number pf its inhabit- 
;ants are computed to be above eighty thoufand* 
There are at prcfent in it many Poliih fa- 
milies, once in affluence, but now reduced to 
live in a very mean way : I am told that fe- 
deral cities in the Queen of Hungary's, and 
King of Pruflia's dominions are alfo full of 
them ; Dantzick and Koningfburg, I know 
are. To what a ;fliocking ftate is this fine couo- 
try reduced I wholly by the furious zeaj 
of Roman-catholick biftiops, who would ne- 
ver be fatisfied without the total deftruftion 
of the Proteftants and Greeks. 

Upon our journey frorn Dantzick, we met 
with a fmall party that attacked us, an4 
were more than once in fight of a band 
of robbers, who would have deftroyed us, had 
we been lefs guarded* This determined me 
in the journey I propofed making to Breflaw, 
to wait till I could go in fome company that 
would be a proteftion. Fortunately this of- 
fered in a week, by the Dutch refident returnsp 
ing home by the route of Breflaw ; he had a 
party of Ruffian foldiers foj: his protedlion, 

3 41 a^d 
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and I was informed that I (hould lay In 
plenty of provifions and wine for our journey, 
as we (hould pafs through a country that was 
nine parts in ten deflroyed. The 7th of May 
we fet out, and reached Rava the 9th ; the 
diftancc about threefcorc miles ; the firft five 
from Warfaw under cultivation, but all the 
reft one continued defart, and as pitiable a 
fight as could well be feen. This line of 
country was not long fince well peopled, and 
as well cultivated as any in Poland, which I 
•could fee by the numerous ruins of villages, 
fingle cottages, and feats, fome quite deftroy- 
ed, others tumbling down, and many in 
aflies : the country. had moft of it been arable, 
but the plough had no longer any bufincfs 
here ; all the territory prefented one face of 
defolation, the fields . over-run with weeds, 
and becoming grafs, without any cattle to 
feed on them. Rava was once a pretty town, 
and well peopled; but it is now a heap of 
ruins : gut of ten thoufand people that once 
lived here, there does not remain above feven- 
teen houfes inhabited, and thofe by fome 
xniferable creatures, too old to fly from the 
misfortunes of their town. 

From Rava to Sirad is one hundred miles ; 

in which track of country, though it evidently 

has all been cultivated, we faw but three vil- 

3 lages 
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lages inhabited ; all the reft burnt, and the 
people gone : the inhabitants of thcfe yet 
venture to till a fmall quantity of land : wc 
law a little wheat, and feveral ploughs turn- 
ing in barley; but who will reap it, the 
feedfmen little know. It is aftoniflxing that 
the country from Dantzick to Warfaw fhould 
efcapc fo well, while this has fuflfered fo fe- 
verely. I there faw many devaftations; but 
they are nothing, compared with the condi- 
tion of thefe territories. Sirad was in arms 
both within and without the walls ; we there- 
fore made a detour to the left, and paffed it. 
From thence to the boundary of Silcfia is 
about forty miles ; all which is one continued 
fcene of ruin. This is a journey of near 
two hundred miles ; and a more melancholy^ 
one- can fcarcely be travelled. Moderately 
fpeaking, I do not believe there are five 
thoufand fouls left in the whole country, 
Sirad excepted, the ftate of which town we 
were acquainted with : you may every 
where trace the plough ; fome fields wholly 
ploughed, others half, others juft begun, but 
all over-run with weeds and grafs ; fome re- 
mains of corn on the ground that never was 
reaped : houfes, barns, (tables, and all build- 
ings, eithe^^ burnt dpwn, or falling for want 

' of 
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of repairs. Imagination cannot paint any 
fcene more dreadful. Thofe landlords only 
are tolerably off, who fled to Germany at the 
beginning of the troubles^ and live in expec^ 
tation of peace, when they may return to their 
eftates 3 the property of them is left, and will, 
on a pacification, enable them to recover 
fhemfelves^ But others who, in their de- 
fence, or to fave their buijdings from fire, 
bought off their enemies, met their fate at 
laft, and cannot return without the load of 
debts ; fo that new buildings apd fettlement^ 
will be impra£licable to them. I was afTured 
that there are fome hundreds of eilates in th^ 
kingdom at prefent without any owners cx- 
ifting, fo many whole families having been 
deflroyed. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Sile^a — Brejlaw — Journey to Berlin' — The 
Country — Agriculture — Defcription of Ber-» 
lin—Prefent State of (be King of PruJJia's 
For cesy' Revenues 9 &c. — Saxony — Leipfick-^ 
Drefden — State of the EleSiorate. 

NOTHING could be more ftriking, 
than the different appearance of Silcfia 
from that of Poland. We entered it the 
13th, and found the country full of villages, 
half of which at leaft were peopled with 
Poles ; the land all cultivated, and much of 1% 
extremely vvell; the houfes and cottages in 
good repair ; with all the appearances of eaie 
and happinefs ; which formed fuch a contraft 
to the wretchednefs we had fo lately feen, 
that the view had the efFe<3: of making Silefia 
appear a paradife. Much of this muft cer- 
tainly be occafioned by the great incrcafe of • 
population from fuch numbers of Poles, who 
fly to efcape the miferies that every where 
defolate and lay wafte their own country. 
The King of Pruflia has officers appointed 
along all his frontiers, to fee that all thefe 
poor people are received, and to provide cot- 
tages for them as fait as poilible. In this 

work 
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work the King is at no cxpcncc; he bnly 
grants them permillion to build cbttages on 
any waftes or comnaons that are not abfolute 
property i and his edid direds, that every 
neighbourhood (hould give all due afliftance 
to the new fettlers» and find them employ- 
pent in hufbandry or manufactures, after the 
rate of the country ; and for the maintenance 
of fuch as do not find employment, he direfts 
a tax to be laid on the dlftrii^ ; but this can- 
iiot be lafting, as they have portions of land 
ailigned them fiifiicient for their maintenance 
when brought into culture. Upon the waftes 
belonging to the crowri, thefe portions are 
confiderable enough to form, when cultivated^ 
fmall farms, that hfcreafler will yield the 
crown a good rent. I faw many of thefe 
poor people, and it is hardly credible how 
much they feemed to enjoy themfelves, on 
efcaping the miferies of t^oland, and finding 
fuch an humane proteftion in the territories 
of the neighbouring princes. I am informed 
that the Emprefs Queen receives them in the 
fame manner in Moravia, Auftria, and Hun- 
gary ; many of them are irt Tranfilvania. All 
the King of Pruffia's long line of frontier, 
from the bottom of Silefia to Livonia, is open 
to them i and great numbers take refuge in 
every part of it. I before gave an account of 
5 the 
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the multitudes^ to whom the Emprefs of 
Ruflia gave protedion ; if all this is confider- 
ed, it muft at once be apparent, that the king- 
dom of Poland muft be amazingly depopu- 
lated, fincc it cannot be doubted but feveral 
millions of people, probably not lefs than 
three or four, are driven out of the country, of 
killed. Such a depopulation will takfe feveral 
ages to recover : and ftill this evil continues, 
without any appearance of its coming to 
an end ; fo that what the event will be, ex- 
cept leaving that country a mere defart, is 
very difficult to know. 

We travelled thirty miles before we reached 
Breflaw. AH this line of country is rich ei-* 
tbcr in corn, meadow, or wood ; the arable 
lands fcemed very well cultivated ; the wheat 
looked well, and the quantity of land occu- 
pied with it is c6nfiderable : they alfo culti- 
vate rye : the barley was all coming up, and 
fcemed to promife good crops : they do not 
fow any oats; but they cultivate many cab- 
bages as winter food for their cattle, and they 
reckon them much better, and to laft longer 
than turacps : potatoes they plant in large 
quantities for Breflaw, which city confumes 
a great deal of all the produfts of the earth ; 
a vaft advantage to all the neighbouring 
country : the fmall potatoes they fatten their 

hogs 
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hogs with. The river Oder is navigable thcrd^ 
which is another great benefit to the country, 
always keeping the markets brifk, which of 
all other circumftances is the mod certaia 
means of introducing good hufbandiy^ The 
cafe and happinefs of the peafants in this 
country is the more furprizing, as their taxes 
arc very heavy, and carry as much into the 
King's coffers almofl as into their own 
pockets. It can be attributed only to the re- 
gularity of his Pruffian majefty's government; 
for that monarch looks fo much into all his 
affairs, that there is no fuch thing in his do-' 
minions as irregular oppreffion : no miniiler, 
no ofiicer dares to lay the hand of power on 
the defencelefs poor J the King is their pro- 
teftor, and they had better be heavily taxed 
by him, than pay lefs, but be open with it 
to thofe numerous and accidental oppreffions 
common in all other arbitrary governments^ 

Breflaw is a very extenfive and well-built 
city : it is moft advantageoufly lituated on the 
Oder, upon the banks of which are fome very 
fine ftreets ; they are flrait« well paved, and 
with many very well-built houfes« There 
are feveral fquares in it, and many public 
buildings, worthy the attention of a travdler ; 
among which are feveral churches, the Jefuits 
college, the town-houfc, the arfcnal, the 

quay. 
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quay, &c. It is a bifliop's fee, but the cathe- 
dral has nothing remarkable in it : alfo the 
feat of an univerfity, which has for fome time 
been in a flouri(hing fituation. It was pretty 
ftrongly fortified in the laft war; has a good 
wall, a double ditch, feveral baftions and 
ravelins, and a flrong citadel ; but the works 
are fo extenfivc, that they require an army to 
defend them. The King keeps a garrifon 
here of ten thoufand men ; they are drawn up 
in the great fquarc every day, and go through, 
their exercifes, being as wdl-difciplincd regi- 
ments as any in the King's fervice. There 
certainly refults from this ftrong garrifon, and 
the others throughout Silefia, which are all 
proportionably numerous, great fccurityj of 
which the laft war was a very ftriking proof 1 
for, undoubtedly, the King owed his preferva- 
..tion to the excellent order all his fortreflcs were 
in, and the numerous garrifons they were fur- 
nifhed with : had the Auftrians met him unpre- 
pared, they would have at leaft wrefted Silefia 
from him, and perhaps have made fome im- 
preflion upon his hereditary dominions. There 
are many churches and convents in the city;, 
but I did not hear of any thing in them that 
was particularly worthy of attention. There 
is a great trade carried on here by ineaiis df 
Vol, III. T the 
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the Oder, and efpecially fincc the canal was 
cut between that and the Elbe, which com- 
municates with Hamburgh. The articles 
in which this commerce is particularly car- 
ried on, arc linen and flax, corn, timber, 
plank, &c. all which are flaple commodities 
in Silefia, and produced in very great plenty^ 
Moft of the ftaves which form fo great an 
export at Hamburgh, come from this duchy -, 
and the quantity of oak timber and planks 
which is exported from it, is very confiderable. 
Upon all thefe articles the King lays a duty 
on the exportation J which is a piece of wrong 
politics of fo flagrant a nature, that would 
make one think his abilities thofc of a warrior 
alone. The trade of Breflaw has declined a 
little. fince the troubles broke out in Poland; 
for in times of tranquillity in that kingdom, 
this province exports large quantities of goods 
thither, particularly linens, of which the 
Poles buy more than any other nation ; 
but fince the commencement of the civil war, 
they have been too much impoverifhed to be able 
to purchafe any quantity worth mentioning. 

The manufafture of linen in Silefia is very 

confiderable : it employs many thoufands of 

people, enriches the whole duchy, and brings 

in a very confiderable revenue to the King. 

3 Moft 
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Moft of the linens which are bleached at 
Haerlam in Holland, and afterwards are^fo 
well known under the name of Dutcbi are 
made in Silefia : formerly immenfe quantities 
were confumed in England ; but fince the 
great fuccefs which has attended the fabricks 
of Ireland and Scotland, this impolitic impor- 
tation is come to nothing, and thereby vaft 

fums favcd to Great-Britain.- At this place 

I leffened my cxpentes of travelling confidera- 
bly, by paying off all my attendai^ts, except 
myoldSwifs, Martin, who has rode through 
the beft part of Europe with me. 

The 1 6th I left Breflaw, taking a poft- 
chaife to Steinau, on the Oder > the diftance 
thirty miles. This line of country is remark- 
ably fine, fully cultivated, and in general well 
peopled. Landed property here is much di- 
vided; Jiere and there is found an old baron's 
eftate of great extent, around an old caftle 
with all the marks of antiquity and grandeur; 
but in general the lands belong to perfons 
enriched by trade and rqanufadtures, which 
has had onb excellent efFetil, that of difFufing 
much more liberty among the peafants than 
they have in other parts. Upon thefe eftates, 
the lands arc let in farms, as in England, and 
the peafants, not being vaiTals to tenants, are 

T 2 hired 
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hired in the manner of our day^^labourers, 
which is the fyftem of all others the moil 
beneficial. A common rent, in their farms, 
is from feven to eleven (hillings an acre: 
wheat yields two quarters an acre; barley 
three; buck- wheat four: the flax grounds 
are all inclofed by ditches, and they reckon 
an acre that yields three pounds a very good 
one. They keep all their cattle in winter in 
houfes, and feed them with boiled cabbages 
and draw. They lay mod of the manure 
they make upon their cabbage grounds^ in t|ie 
culture of which plant they feem to be very 
atftntive. They make great ufe of mud from 
the Oder as a manure, and value k fo much, 
that they go fcvcral miles for it. They 
plough their land with oxen > the ftrudurc oi 
their ploughs is remarkable ; they feem, from 
the height of the wheels, to be very well in* 
ftruSed in the'doflrine of the lever. 

The 17th I reached Grumbcrg, through 
forty-five miles of very indifferent roadf 
dining at Glogau, a pretty town^ agreeably 
fituatcd on the Oder, very ftrongly fortified,, 
and always garrifoned with two thoufand men. 
It was anciently the refidence of the dukes of 
Glogau, and there arc remains of their palace 
in t]ie caille. The cathedral is a very ancient 

4 and 
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sand a fine building. They have fome linen 
fabricks^ and a good trade on the Oder, The 
country around it, and quite to Grunaberg, 
is various, confining of woods, arable, mea- 
dow, fome wafte, and alfo fome marfli land. 
The villages are not very thick, and the pea- 
fants do not feem to be fo well off as thofe 
nearer to Breilaw j what the reafon is, I 
could not difcover. 

My next day*s journey was thirty miles, 
through Croffen, to Frankfort on the Oder. 
Croffen is the capital of a territory of the 
fame name : it is a very well-built town, 
having been rebuilt after a great fire which 
happened at the beginning of this century: 
the ftrcets are ftrait, broad, and well paved : 
it is adorned with an handfome town-houfe, 
and five churches, one of which makes a good 
figure, being fituated in the middle of a 
fquare. 

Frankfort is in Brandenburg, and was once 
one of the mod confiderable cities in the 
Empire, being an hanfe town, and an Im- 
perial city 5 but it has loft moft of its privi- 
leges! It is divided into the old and new 
town by the Oder, over which there is a 
handfome bridge, inftead of an old vvppden 
pne which was burnt in the laft war. The 

T 3 ftreets 
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flrects arc handfome, and many of the hbufes 
make a good figure, efpecially thofc which 
have been built fince the laft war. Their 
trade is confiderable, both vyith Berlin, Ham- 
burgh, the Baltic, and all Silefia ; and before 
the war raged in Poland, with that kingdom 
alfo ; fo that it is one of the richeft places in 
the King's dominions. They have an univer- 
fjty, but it is not very well flocked with ftu- 
dents of any confequence, though they have 
two well-built colleges. The town-houfe is 
an handfome building 3 and the arfenal is 
large and well filled. The mbft agreeable 
part of the town is the great market-place, 
which is furrounded by the beft houfes in the 
place. 

The foil around Frankfort is fandy, and 
not very well inhabited : there is much wafte 
land, which might be cultivated to good pro- 
fit, confidering the near neighbourhood of fo 
many navigations, but encouragement fcems 
to be wanting. I made many enquiries con- 
cerning the depredations of the Ruffians here 5 
and from the information I could get, I have 
reafon to believe that the accounts we had in 
England Were much exaggerated : they burnt 
fome villages, and raifed heavy contributions; 
but as to utterly deftroying a whole track of 

pountr^, 
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country, it was not true. Another circum- 
ftance I (hould remark, which is, the mif- 
chicf being all repaired which they did ; for 
I have yet feen no figns of any of that ruia 
which fell from their hands : this is to ht at- 
tributed to the good condu(9^ of the King of 
Pruflia, who, notwithftanding the general fe- 
Verity of his government, very wifely favour- 
ed thofe. parts of his dominions that fufFered 
moft by war, as foon as the peace r was 
made. 

The 1 8th carried me 36 miles to Berlin, 
through a continued track of fand, yet tolera- 
bly cultivated in fome parts, but much of it a 
dreary wafte, and very thinly peopled. They 
find that the only very profitable crop upon 
thefe fands is buck-wheat, which they fow in 
large quantities, and they get a product: which 
equals the beft foils applied to that grain : 
when a piece of land has been more carefully 
managed than ordinary, it will yield a good 
crop of rye ; but as to wheat or barley, it is 
hardly to be feen. 

As I defigned to make fome ftay at Berlin, 
I hired private lodgings ; of which I had as 
good for fifteen ihillings a week, as would 
havq coft me five and thirty at London. But 
this city is not peopled prpportionably to its 
T 4 fize ; 
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fize 3 hence ibe general remarks that gra& is 
feen in the ilreets^ which is, however, only io 
one neglciSed quarter of the town ; the other 
parts are very well built ; the ftreets are re*^ 
markably fpacious, long, and well paved ; and 
the buildings in general are fuch as certainly 
rank it among the iineft cities in Europe^ 
Of the public edifices, thofe which are ufually 
▼ifited by travellers are, the royal palace— the 
arfenal — the churches of Notre Daroe, St. 
Nicholas, St. Martin, and the RomiO) chapel 
• — the theatre — the equcftrian ftatue of Fre- 
derick the firft, &;c. The palace is a magoi-* 
ficent but an unequal building, like all thofe 
that are raifed at different times : fome of the 
apartments are large, and well proportioned j 
but they by no means anfwered my expefila- 
tions, cither in dimenfions, fitting up, or fur- 
niture. The immenfity of filver remarked by 
Mr. Han way, when he was here, was all 
melted in the late war, and very little of it ia 
rcflored. Much of the furniture, for a royal 
palace, is very mean ; but this we are not to 
be furprized at, as the King gives his.attention ' 
to fo much greater objedls. Some of the pic- 
tures arc fine. The front of the arfenal would 
be very beautiful, but, as the above-men- 
tioned traveller juilly obfervcs, it is profufely 

loaded 
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loAded with ornaments. . I viewed the con-* 
tents, and was much entertained with them ; 
for, very contrary to what is fcen in moft 
other buildings under this name, here are no 
ufelefs arms, nothing but^vhat is ready for 
immediate fervice. The train is a very fin^ 
one. The theatre is in a moft grand Utilc^ 
admirably contrived to give much magnifi** 
cence to the reprefentation of operas. A very 
few circumdances excepted, it deferves to be 
coniidered as a model for thefe buildings* 
The Romifti chapel is a monftcr of difpropor- 
tion, but the portico is elegant. The equef. 
triah ftatue of Frederick the Firft is a fine 
performance ; the horfe is remarkably fine» 
and there is much fpirit in the attitude of tho 
figure. 

The fortifications of Berlin are regular ; but 
the city is of too great extent to have any 
thing of llrength, if attacked by a powerful 
army. The number of inhabitants are reck-*' 
oned at about an hundred thoufand. There 
is always a garrifon of from eight to twelve 
thoufand men in it. Charlottenburgh is a 
fmall palace within a mile of Berlin ; the 
rooms of which are fmall, but very elegant : 
it contains nothing- that appears very ftriking 
to a traveller; the ball-room is handfome, 

but 
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but much exceeded by many others. The 
gardens here, as well as at Potfdam, have 
nothing in them but regularity, which is dif- 
gufting. Sans Souci is a detached apartment 
in a garden ; but nothing of this fort that I 
have feen abroad, is comparable to a number of 
•places we have in England : nor do I think 
any of thefe palaces and boxes in the neigh- 
bourhood of Berlin are tolerable in tafte : the 
only natural beauty they had was the river, 
and that is moulded into a canal for them : 
they have no verdure; the walks are fand, 
and the fituations in general flats. 

There is a good deal of commerce carried 
on at Berlin, by means of the canals which 
join the Spree and the Oder, and the Oder 
and the Elbe ; by which means there is a moft 
adi^antageous communication with Hamburgh, 
the Baltick, 'and all Silefta. This is of great 
confequence to the manufadures of Berlin, 
'which are numerous and flourifhing: they 
have fabricks of filk, ftuiFs, woollen cloths o£ 
feveral forts, and in particular one whic£ 
clothes moft of the army ; tapeftry, Jaces, 
glafs, a little hardware, &c. The King gives 
great encouragement to a)l manufactures, 
which has had a great efFedt in a place where 
be found many fabricks fixed by FrencK 

refugees 
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refugees after the revocation of the edi<a of 
Nantes, whofe pofterity now carry on the 
principal trade of the city, Berlin fupplies 
Sileiiai with great quantities of thefe goods ; 
and before the civil war raged in Poland, that 
kingdom took off much. They have a fmall 
export to the Baltic 5 formerly to Sweden, but 
that is now no more, 

I was twice or thrice at court, more to fee 
the King, than for any other entertainment* 
J faw him about nine years ago, and was 
much furprizcd to find him fo little altered. 
The immenfity of fatigue, both of body and 
mind, which he went -through during the 
laft war, one would have apprehended muft 
have entirely broke him ; but he has, by 
a regular way of life, and great abftemioufnefs, 
both then and fince, prevented any ill effcdls. 
Bodily fatigue may be phyfick, and mental la- 
bour not very deftruftive, but anxiety is the 
deftroyer, againft which it is very difficult to ' 
guard : for feveral years the King was uncer- 
tain of his fate ; vi(9x)ries had little cffed-, de- 
fpats were ruinous, and he could fcarcely cour 
jefture whether he was to be ftripped-of fe- 
veral provinces, or even his whole dominions. 
In fuch a fituation, we may eafily conceive 
that anxiety muft commit great ravages on 

himj 
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him; and I mufl ownmyfclf furprized to fee 
his health continue fo good« His principal 
amufeinent is exercifing his troops; to fee 
them^ is one of the mofi: entertaining fights 
at Berlin. It is thought that the King him- 
felf has not fo nice an eye as formerly to the 
minutia of the taftic, but his officers keep 
it up in the higheft perfection. His army is 
at prefent more numerous, and better pro*- 
Vided than ever ; they do iiot fall ihort of 
one hundred and forty thoufand men ; and 
there is not a regiment in his fervice that is 
not ready for marching : his whole army, af- 
tillery, baggage, and all attendants, could be 
in the field upon a week's notice at any time; 
his fortreffes are all in better order than before 
the lait war, and fome places made of great 
ftrength upon the frontiers of Silcfia, which 
never before were fortified at all. His trea* 
fure is reported to be confidcrable, and he 
certainly is not encumbered with debts ; for 
the lafl war, immenfe as it was to him^ did 
not make him contradt a fhilling of debt, tho' 
it is certain his antagonift, the Queen of 
Hungary, anticipated many of her revenues. 
1£ all things are confidcred, it will appear 
very evident, that his power is better eftab- 
liihcd than ever, and that he has no profpeft 

of 
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of feeing another confederacy, which will bear 
ifo hard upon him as thelaft. Auftria will not 
be eager to attack him, after having failed, with 
every poffible advantage on her fide. If {he 
could not wreft Silcfia from him, when 
France, Ruffia, Sweden, and Saxony were in 
alliance with her, and their power fo actually 
brought to bear upon him, that he fought bat«- 
tles with them all ; fuch a confederacy h 
not to be looked for in an age; and if it failed 
in its aim, that aim may be pronounced im« 
pradicable« Saxony, it cannot be expeded 
will unite again, unle& it be with Pruffia, but 
the fituation of it confidercd, if it proves an 
enemyt it will be an enemy fwallowed up at 
in the laft war, and the country made to con- 
tribute amply to pay the expence of it. 
Ruffia will fcarcely unite againft the King, 
with whom (he is now in clofe alliance; it 
would be extremely contrary to her intereft. 
France will always be found in full employ^ 
ment by England ; (he will not quickly fend 
armies againft Pru(na. The King therefore 
has the fatisfadlion of enjoying peace. 

Thefe arc the ideas of the Berlin politi- 
cians, who all declare the peace will be laft^ 
ing, from the great jealoufy of Auftria, and 

Ruiiiay either opposing or uniting with each, 

other : 
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Other: every party is ftrongly armed* and 
looks on in filence, except Ruflla, who; know- 
ing her own ftrcngth and fearlefs of coftfc- 
qucnces, carries on a moft extcnfivc War with 
Turkey and in Poland. 

The King's revenues amount at prcfent, to' 
about k million and an half Aerling ; a fum 
which in England appears fmall ; but if the 
different value of money there, and in Bran- 
denburg be confidered ; and likcvtrile, the un- 
common exertions of oeconomy unequalled 
in any other court ; this fum, I am confident, 
is in the King's hands as good as four mil- 
lions, perhaps as five in England. The lahd- 
tax throughout his dominions is regular, and 
equals about nine (hillings in the pound : the 
crown lands yield a confiderable rent, and 
areas well managed to profit, as a private 
gentleman's cftate. The cuftoms are but a 
fmall -article ; they are gathered in his ports 
t)n the Baltick and at Embden. - The excife 
is general on all the necelTaries of life, and 
rifes fo high as forty per cent. Thefe taxes 
are very heavy ; but.fuch is the regularity of 
his government, and fo little opprefiion is 
met with from minifters and revenue-officers, 
that the people are beyond comparifon hap- 
pier than in the dominions of Saxony, Au- 
-^ ftria. 
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• ilria, or Bavaria. Much of his fuccefs in the 
late war, was doubtlcfs owing to the fubfidy 
he received from England: the difcontinu- 
ance of which, and the breaking off all con- 
ne<3ions between the two courts, ftrUck harci 
upon him > for it took him out of the hands 
of prance, from whom he received a fubfidy 
of three hundred thoiifand pounds a year, and 
left him without an equivalent from England. 
The treatment he received from the latter 
country, upon the change of that niiniftry 
which had conduced the war, made an im- 
preflion upon him much againft England, of 
whom he has often exprefled himfelf yvith 
feme acrimony : what the refult will be in 
future political arrangements, is not eafy to 
fay ; but if the connexion continues between 
France and Auftria, that between England 
and Pruffia, muft in the nature of things be 
renewed; for when one part of Europe throws 
itfelf into an alliance ofFen five to the reft — 
a counter alliance muft ever be formed, or 
all good ideas of politicks be abfolutely given 
up. 

The ift of June I left Berlin, and got to 
Britzen, the diftance thirty miles : all 
which track of country is very fandy, though 
tolerably populous, and fome of It well cul- 
tivated. 
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tivatcd. They fow much buck-wheat ; and 
were now ploughing for turncps, which they 
fow the middle of this month : and I believe 
this root and buck-wheat, with a very little 
rye, to be all the produds thefe poor fands 
yield, and yet they feem to be very well ma- 
nured i for the countrymen houfe their cattle 
in winter, and raife by that means large quan- 
tities of dung, which they mix with a kind 
of ftiff earth, which they dig from under the 
fand ; a compoil which I (hould fuppofe, mud 
agree extremely well with fuch dry barren 
foils. 

The 2d I advanced no further than Wit- 
tenburg, the diftance only 15 miles. In this 
journey I paffed from Brandenburg to Saxony, 
and the ibil changes almoft immediately for 
the better, and the population of the country 
alio. The foil is a good loam, which yields 
tolerable crops of wheat ; they have alfo bar- 
ley, and I remarked a few pieces of flax. 
Wittenburg was noted before the laft war 
for its cloth manufadories, and for dying bet- 
ter than at any other place in the eledorate ; 
the latter bufinefs is yet found here, though 
not near fo much as formerly; but mod of 
its fabricks arc removed to Berlin, fo that the 

place 
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place has not been able to recover the ruin it 
met with in the war. Martin Luther's'church 
is yet ftanding, tho' three hundred years old, 
and has fecn fo many.fieges, cannonades, and 
bombardments without any damage. 

The 3d I went to Leipfick, the diiftancc 
30 miles, through a country naturally exceed* 
ingly fertile, but carries many marks of the 
miferies of the late war. Moft of it has been 
well cultivated, but upon riding into feveral 
fields now in grafs, and whofe appearance, 
indicates wretched management, I found 
they had been arable ones' within a few years ; 
and upon making enquiries, I had feveral fpots 
pointed out to me, whereon flood fmall villa- 
ges, confiding of farm^houfes, now no more ; 
and all the lands which belonged to them, 
and once yielded abundant brops of corn, 
are now little better than wafte and com- 
mon foreft land, whereon the tenants of the 
fame landlord turn their cattle. This is not 
the cafe with two or three places, but con- 
tinues for many miles; and is owing to tbe 
nobles to whom the country belongs, having 
ruined themfelves with paying military con- 
tributions fo often, that at laft, they had no- 
thing to pay when their buildings were burnt 
down, and themfelves left too poor to credt 
Vol. III. U new 
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new ones: This is generally the rcafon, why 
the feat of war is fo very injurious to a 
country^ for nothing is fo great an evil, 
as land cultivated, formerly belonging to 
owners, too poor to raife the buildings ne- 
ceflary for bringing it again into culture. If 
the landlords of fuch a country would allovir 
every thing to be deftroyed the firft campaign, 
they would be reduced it is true ; but thea 
they would be free from thofe enormous debts 
which not only carry their ruin with them to 
the graves of luch as groan under them, but 
entail mifery upon their children. 

Leipfick, the fuburbs included, is one of 
the moft confiderable cities in this part of 
Germany, notwithftanding its having fufFer- 
ed very feverely in the two laft wars, and 
felt fome heavy ftrokcs, which are not yet 
recovered. It has been the theatre of almoft 
every war that has happened in Germany. 
In the famous one of thirty years, it was very 
often taken and retaken by the Swedes, and 
Imperialifts ; no lefs than five times in two 
years: It felt the weight of Charles XIFs 
invafion of Saxony, than whom there have 
been few more brutal invaders. And the 
two laft wars fucceeded each other very quick- 
ly; its trade and buildings much declined in 

them. 
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theiii. The city itfelf is not an agreeable 
place^ from the narrownefs of the ftreets, and 
the height of the houfcs, which rife to eight 
or nine ftories ; tut the fuburbs are much 
more fpacious and better built ; they arc alfo 
pleafanti from the number of areas, and gar- 
dens in them j and from the conflux of three 
fmall rivers. They have not many publick 
buildings at Leipfick that much deferve a 
ftranger's attention ; the beft among them is 
Stl Nicholas Church, which is a very fine 
edifice* The town-houfe is an old but a 
good ftrudure ; the exchange is another : 
and around the great market place are many 
houfes of private merchants, which make 
an uncommon figure for buildings of that 
fort ; but there are feveral traders in the city, 
that have made confiderable fortunes, and 
before the laft war treble the number j but 
the greateft among them upon the breaking 
out of it, removed themfelves and their ef- 
fects to Hamburgh. The univerfity is one 
of the moft famous in Germany, and much 
frequented byftudents of family and fortune; 
but this alfo declined much in the laft war. 

Trade is the foul of Leipfick: Confider- 

ing that it is an inland place, and without the 

advantage even of a navigable river, the great- 

U 2 ncfs 
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ncfs of its commerce is very furprizing ; but 
it is owing to its fairs, of which they have 
three very confiderable ones every year. To 
them merchants bring or fend goods of all 
forts from every part of Europe : all the ma- 
nufactures of Germany, France, Italy, En- 
gland, Holland, and Flanders are met with 
here : Vaft magazines are formed of Eaft In- 
dia goods of all forts ; of Weft India com- 
modities; of wines, brandies, fruits, filk, 
hemp, flax, iron, and in a word all forts of 
products : And purchafers rcfort hither from 
every .part of Germany apd the North. 
Thefe fairs alfo carry off great quantities of 
the fabricks which arc made at Leipfick, of 
which there are feveral forts ; fuch as filk, 
cotton and woollen manufaftures, paper, 
gold, ^nd filver laces, &c. but all thefc fuf« 
fercd much from the laft war; nor have 
they recovered themfelves to any thing like 
their former fuccefs : Indeed, I obferved in 
converfation with feveral merchants here, 
that they had all a diftruft that they were by 
no means fecure from freih vifits of the Pruf- 
fians; and while this is the cafe, (at which 
we cannot be furprized) it is not to be won- 
dered that commerce and manufaiSiures, do 
i\o% thrive. The injury the whole Eledlorate 

fuflained 
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fuftained laft war, in the deftrudllon of its 
manufactures and trade ; the ruin of its agri- 
culture, and the decline of its population, 
was of an exceedingly great amount, and 
fuch as cannot be recovered without the moft 
unremitting attention, and political condu(a 
of half a century; before which time it will 
probably fee in fome caufe or other, a renewal 
of its calamities. If thefe clrcumftances are 
confidered, with the oppreflivc government of 
all the German princes that have an abfolute 
authority, we (hall have reafdn to wonder at 
any trade at all being found in Saxony. 

The 6th, I travelled thirty mile« to Meiflen, 
through the fineft part of Saxony ; and which, 
notwithftanding the fury of the late war, i« 
now a populous and a well cultivated country; 
there is a great deal of arable land, and very 
fine champain fields, coyered with corn; many 
villages, and the people feemed to be adive, 
and quite alive in their bufinefs. Part of the 
females were colleded in fmall knots in the 
villages fpinning wool ; others drove the horfes 
and oxen that drew the ploughs ; this em- 
ployment of the women is an excellent 
fign, where the men do not, in confequence, 
indulge in idlenefs, which is the cafe in fome 
countries. They cultivate a great deal of 
wheat and barley, and were now fo wing fome 
U 3 buck- 
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buck-wheat; but it is a grain for which 
their lands arc too good, the pooreft fands 
will rival them : They cultivate turneps, cab^ 
bages 5 and allb cabbages for feeding them- 
felvcs and their cattle; their herds arc nume^ 
rous; they feed them not only in their mea- 
dows, ,but alfo upon clover, of which I faw 
feveral large pieces, a thing I had not re- 
marked of a long time. I enquired into their 
management of it; they fow it with barley, 
and in the fucceeding year, either mow it 
twice for hay, thrice fometimes ; or elie feed 
(hccp, young cattle, cows, oxen, and horfes 
upon it : the hay they prefer to meadow hay. 
They keep it two years upon the ground, and 
after that plough it up for any fort of crop, 
' but do not feem to confider it as a peculiar 
preparation for wheat, which is the idea in 
England : It has not been long cultivated 
here, but fpreads very faft, from their find- 
ing the profit of it to be great. The lands 
here are cultivated by both the landlords and 
peafants; the latter are in general farmers, 
and not of very little fpots, but they arc 
bound to apply a part of their time with their 
teams, &c. to cultivate ihofe parts of the 
cftate, which the landlord holds in his own 
Ijands, and which are ufually pretty confiderable. 

JMeiflen 



GERMANY. 295 

Meiflen is a little town, weakly fortified, 
but with a ftrong caftle on the Elbe ; it is 
only remarkable (the Drefden Porcelane ex- 
cepted) for a covered bridge of wood over 
that river ; the cathedral I had been told was 
a fine building, witli many fine eledoral mo- 
numents in it, but I found it worthy of very 
little obfervation. The manufadiire of Por* 
c^lane, was once more famous here, than at 
any other place in Europe, but the laft w^r 
almoft ruined it ; upon the King of Pruflia's 
irruption into Saxony, moft of the workmen, 
•and the materials were removed j but the war 
continuing fo'long, and Saxony remaining 
in the hands of the Pruflians, fome of the 
people died, and others were loft; fome the 
King ofPruffia fecured, and fent them to 
Berlin; where he attempted to eftablifli a 
fimilar manufadlory, but he has executed no- 
thing comparable to the old Drefden pieces. 
Upon the eflabliihment of peace, the works 
at Meiflen were reftored, and a frefh fet 
of workmen, with fome old ones, refumed 
the manufactory : I have feen the beft pieces 
they have made, and ihall venture to aflert, 
that the manufafture is loft 5 for they are not 
in the clearnefs of the white, to be compared 
with the metal formerly made ; as to fine 
painting, it is any where to be had, and there- 

U 4 fore 
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fore not peculiar to the Drefden ware. This 
is a great lofs to the curious, and lovers of 
fine Porcelane all over Europe ; and the more 
fo, as none of the numerous fabricks fct up in 
England, France, or Holland, have come 
near equal to it. 

The .17th I reached Drefden, which is only 
fifteen miles from Meiffen, through the moft 
beautiful line of country I have feen in Ger- 
many ; it is all hill and dale, corn, vines, 
and meadows along the banks of the Elbe a 
continued pidlure; the river is every where 
feen to advantage, with the beautiful circum- 
ftance of th^ banks being high and woody; 
a more entertaining pidturefque fcene can 
hardly be viewed. 

Drefden I can eafily conceive, was before 
the deftruftion of the fuburbs, one of the 
fineft cities in Europe ; but the Pruffians have 
much reduced its beauty, by burning down 
a great part of the moft beautiful quarters of 
it. The old city is fortified in a regular 
manner ; the baftions are of ftone ; and there 
is a double ditch, but yet the ftrength of it is 
nothing, unlefs the garrifon be very nume- 
rous ; The river Elbe divides it into two cities, 
the old and the new. The bridge over that 
river whichis built of Ilone, is reckoned the 
fineft in Germany ; but no perfon who has 
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jfecn that at Weftminftcr, will * think there 
is either beauty or magnificence in it. It is 
five hundred and forty feet long, thirty fix 
broad, and confifts of nineteen arches. The 
dedoral palace is not a very ftriking building 
for the beauties of architedlure ; but there are 
many very fine and fpacious apartments in it 
very fplendidly furniflied; much of it done 
iincc the war ; for fome of the beft furniture 
was ruined by the Pruflians, and a vaft num- 
ber of curiofities carried off. The King it is 
fuppofed, did not defign to touch any thing, 
and no commander keeps a more regular dif- 
cipline, but in fo long a war fo full of events, 
and thofc remarkably fevercj a place of curi- 
ofities, muft neceflfarily fare but badly. The 
tables form a magnificent building, being 
very fpacious, and were once filled with fomc 
of the fineft horfes in Germany, but many of 
the ftalls are^now unoccupied; indeed the 
revenues of the eleftorate fuffered to fo great^ 
a degree in the late war, that Drefden has 
ever fince exhibited a very diflferent appear- 
ance ; the court is no longer what it was, 
and all thofe circumftances which flow from 
great revenues, have funk proportionably to 
the decline, which the Saxon income has ex- 
perienced. No court in Germany was fo pro-- 
fufe ; but there is an oeconomy in it now, 

which 
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%vhich promKes a much happier adminiftra* 
tion of affairs than has been experienced in 
the two laft. 

The R|Omi(h chappel is one of the fineft 
edifices at Drefdcn ; it is a well-proportioned 
and magnificent building j moft highly orna- 
mented : It was built for the private ufe of 
the late King and his court. 

The chamber of curiofities, have yet a great 
many very beautiful models, and toys, which 
cannot fail entertaining any traveller ; and 
the colledlion which they call the Kunts-kam- 
mar, which is chiefly of natural rarities, equal 
to any thing that can be fcen; but as the par- 
ticulars of thefe things have been publifhed 
by more than one traveller, I fliall not fwcll 
thefe pages with a recital of them. The 
gallery of pidlures, is equal to moft that are to 
be feen in Italy ; and are kept in admirable 
prefervation. The pieces by Correggio are 
to be equalled no where but in Parma, A 
very magnificent work, containing plates of 
all the pidures in this gallery, was publiQied 
at Drefden, under the diredl infpedion qf the 
late King. 

The Indian palace, of which feveral wri- 
ters have given long accounts, is i(i my opin- 
ion a very filly affair ; and by no means evea 
elegant. Count Bruhl's famous palace fuf^i 

ferecj 
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ftred moft fevcrely in the war, at whrch no- 
body was concerned, from the foundation of 
all his grandeur being laid in the miferics of 
the Saxons; and from his being th^ principal 
plotter, and advifer of that war, which ru- 
ined his mafter. The pidure gallery is 
one of the fineft rooms I have any where 
feen. 

From the beft accounts I could get while 
at Drefden, the decline in all the affairs of 
confequence throughout the government of 
Saxony, upon account of the late war, is 
much greater than has been thought by fome 
authors who have written lately. Before the 
war, the revenues of the eleftorate, by means 
however of very great oppreffion, amounted 
to a million and an half fterling ; but I was af- 
fured, that they do not at this day, although 
nearfeven years of peace have intervened, rife 
|o feven hundred thoufand pounds, and yet 
the government is burthened with a very heavy , 
debt. Saxony, before the . war, contained 
near two millions of people; it has not now 
much above one : In Drcfdeq were an hun- 
dred apd ten thoufand people, but at prefent 
it would be difficult to find half the number i 
fuch flrpng marks of decline are not to be 
miflakcn,. they fhew the feverity of the late 
Hyar, in the mod flriking colours ; and prove 

clearly 
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clearly that if it had continued much longer, 
the whole eledorate would have been made a 
defart. 

The prefent government condu(3s all things 
in a very icnfible and political manner; they 
find the wretched ftate of the country will ad- 
mit of nothing but an oeconomy which has 
not been pradifed in this country for a long 
while; the people fee and know the publick 
diHrefs; and do not repine at the taxes they 
are forced to pay, as all did when the amount 
was fquandered by count Bruhl, and the 
King, in cloaths, toys, and gewgaws. Only 
fifteen thoufand regular troops are kept up, 
but they have five or fix thoufand militia re- 
gularly difciplined. This is certainly ading 
with prudence ; for the whole country is fo 
impoverifhed, that if they raifed by taxes a 
revenue to do otherwife, it *muft be by the ru- 
in of the people. They muft have time not 
only to recruit their loflies, but alfo their num- 
bers. The foil is in general fertile, and the 
Saxons are induftrious enough to bring it into 
culture, if they have time given them, with- 
out making even peace itfelf too burthenfome, 
by taxation, and without hurrying them into 
another war, which could not fail of being 
ruinous to the whole eledlorate. Some en- 
couragement has been given to agriculture 

and 
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and manufadlures fince the peace ; pai^ticu- 
larly by an exemption from taxes in certain 
cafes wherein they would be extremely bur- 
thenfome; but the eflcntial foundation of 
tolerable cultivation, or activity in carrying 
on fabricks, is wanting, which is wealth, or 
at leaft eafy circumftances in the undertakers; 
but this eledtorate, the Pruffians exhaufted to 
fo great a degree, that they left fcarcely any 
wealth in it ; the lands are in the hands of 
nobility fo reduced, that they can fcarcely 
live ; much Icfs are able to carry on improve- 
ments in the manner requifite at prefent, for 
being efFe<^ual in reviving hufbandry in their 
country; and when this is the cafe, fuch a 
renovation muft be left to common caufes^ 
the increafe of the people, and of induftry a- 
mong the lower claffes, which is always of 
moft flow operation. 

The amazing diiffercnce of the event of the 
war to Brandenburg and Saxony, is ftriking. 
The latter is fo ruined and exhaufted, as to 
lye almoft at the mercy of any invader ; with- 
out people, trade, revenues, or forces, on^a 
comparifon with what all thofe articles were 
before the war : on the contrary, the King 
of Prufliais in pofTeflion of as great an income 
as ever; a finer army, than when he began the 
war; his dominions fuffered indeed, but the 
3 wounds 
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woumJs feem to have been but Ikin-deep? 
certainly his coup. try was not made the feat 
of war in the manner he made that of the 
Eleiflor of Saxony* The contraft indeed is 
foflriking^ that if ever a new war breaks oat 
between Pruflia and Auftria, Saxony moft un- 
doubtedly will not join the latter. 

The i2tl> I fet out from Drefden, and got 
to Lentmeritz, in Bohemia^ in two days, 
pafling through Pirna, and by the famous 
caftle of Koningftein. Pima is a little place 
^ among the mountains, and Koningftein is a 
caftle fituated on the top of a rock, three 
hundred feet high, and half a mile in circum* 
ference. The way to it is fo difficult, that a 
company is fufficicnt to defend ^it againft an 
army. In it is a well, above fixteen hundred 
feet deep, which fuppUes the garfifon with 
water. In the labyrinth of thefe rocks and 
mountains, the King of Pruffia caught the 
Saxon army and made them prifoners. The 
country is in general very wild and romantic,' 
and the views of the Elbe running through 
fuch a region of mountains .extnemcly gro- 
tefque : There arefome vinejrards planted upon 
fouthern fpots of thefe mount^iniS, where the 
grapes ripen tolerably, but the wine is not 
drinkable to thofc who have been ufed to that 
which is good. *. :^ 

C H A P- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

^Journey acrofs Bohemia — Prague — Defcription 
of the 4:ountryi-The people — Nobility — Huf- 
bandry-^ManufaSlures -^-Moravia'-Olmutz-^ 
Brinn — Journey to Vienna- — Defcription of 
the capital. 

LENTMERITZ is a fmall town in Bo- 
hemia, fituated on the fiver Elbe ; it 
has fome fortifications, but none of any great , 
ftrength : near this place the King of Pruffia 
gained a great vidlory over the Auftrians in 
the laft war. The neighbouring country was 
feveral times the feat of war, and fufFered 
much : part of the mifchiefs done, are not yet 
recovered ; for there are feveral tracks of land 
belonging to a Bohemian nobleman, who re- 
fides at Vienna, which were once arable, but 
are now over-run with grafs and weeds, and 
flill have by no means near a ftock of 
cattle proper for the land ; and fome villages 
arc of a very poor appearance with feveral 
houfes almoft burnt down, that have not yet 
been repaired. The country that is cultivated, 
does not feem to be managed in an able man- 
ner j 
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ncr J and the peafants are much worfe treated 

than they arc in Saxony* 

The i8th I reached Prague, the capital of 
Bohemia, and one of the largcft cities in Eu* 
rope. The country through which the road 
runs is various; much of it is of a fruitful foil, 
and tolerably cultivated in fomc parts, but 
there are in every track many marks of bad 
hulbandry and inattention, greatly ov^ring I 
fuppofe toa want of induftry, and partly to the 
oppreflion which the peafants experience: 
They have feme tolerable crops of wheat, 
but 1 never faw worfe barley, or any corn 
more full of weeds; and they value it fo 
little, that on various pieces of barley and 
peafc I faw cattle feeding, which made me 
enquire if they were fown with intention to 
be eat green ; biit that was not the cafe ; it 
is a mere inftance of ftupid negledt. I obferv- 
ed one or two pieces of flax, which looked 
very well. The winter food of their cattle is 
principally the cabbage, turnep, and red cab- 
bage, which they cultivate in large quanti- 
ties. I faw feveral young plantations of them, 
but they do not feem to manage them well. 

Prague is very well fituated on the river 
Muldaw ; it is divided into two cities by that 
river. , The fortifications are regular, and 

much 
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inuch fuperior to what they were before the 
laft war ; but the city is of fo great an extant, 
that it requires an army, to defend it. It fuK 
fcred very much by the fiege it ftood in the 
beginning of the war againft the King of Pruf- 
fia, who cannonaded and bombarded it in fo 
• fevere a manner, that not many buildings • 
efcapcd ; whole quarters were beat down, or 
burnt, and T was fliewn feveral very large 
gardens and young orchards, which before 
that fiege were entirely. covered withhoufes, 
then deftroyed, and the people are too poor to 
rebuild them in a place where there are yet 
more houfes than are occupied : fcarcely any 
of the publick buildings efcaped damage at 
the fame fiege. The univerfity is one of the 
moft famous in Germany, and has a vaft 
number of ftudents; the people at Prague 
talk of five thoufand ; what they might be 
formerly I know not, but at prefent they are 
fhort of three thoufand. In 1409, when John' 
Hufs was redtor, it is a faft that the^e were 
thirty thoufand ftudents here. The Jefuits 
college is one of the finefl: buildings in the 
city, but it fuiFered by feveral unlucky can- 
non balls, and is not yet thoroughly repaired- 
The bridge,, which joins the. old and the new 
town, is fifteen hundred and eighty feet long^ 
by thirty broad> and has feventeen arches, and 
Vol. hi. X is 
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k all of (lone ; it is a (olid edifice, has no^ 

thing of elegance in it *, and when a traveller 

hears that it was an hundred and fifty years a 

building, he will fuppoie it muft have been in 

an ^ extrenaely poor, or been undertaken 

by a prince of little fpirif. The fined edifices 

in the world are rarely thofe which were £o 

long in raifing. St. Peter's at Ronae is an in- 

ftancc againd me, but St. Paul's at London,. 

aofd the bridge at Wcdminfter, are ftrong 

ones in my favour, and many more might be 

quoted. The royal palace, and the c^rthedral,* 

are very mean buildings that contain (carcely: 

any thing worthy of notice. What at Prague 

are much the bed worth feeing, are the pa-«^ 

hoes of the nobility ; fome of which are very 

noble edifices, that would make a great figure 

in the bed built cities of Italy ; feveral of 

them are of very great fize, with mod fpaciou& 

apartments, and very magnificent furniture. 

Thofe of the princes Lobcowitz, and Ifchar- 

nan, and the counts Galas, Straka, Czailawr 

and Mandein, deferve particular attention ^ 

they contain niany apartments that are worthy 

of fovcreign princes, but the number of very 

good pidures is trifling. 

Mdd of the Bohemian nobility, who are a 
numerous body, keep their rcfidence in win- 
ter at Prague, and' in fummer €») their cdates. 

None 
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Nonfc of them refort to Vienna, but fuch as 
fire iii office in the court, which is a very un-' 
comtnon inftance« It is their prefence in this 
city that alone fupports it; for without their 
refort, and the garrifon, which is generally 
pretty numerous, the city would be a defaiti 
being utterly deftitute of both trade and ma« 
nufadures: the univerfity does fomething, 
but not nluch. All the lower claiTes here are 
poor ; the burghers are treated by the nobles 
very contemptuoufly, to a degree not com- 
mon elfewhere ; if the place was ever fo well 
fituated for trade, or manufadlure, this would 
be a fure means of (lamping their progrefs. 

The 1 6th I left Prague, and wenttoNym- 
burg, a fmall town twenty, five miles diftant; 
the country various, but much of it pretty 
tolerably cultivated ; rather better than the 
track to the north of Prague. The peafanta 
are treated in a wretched manner j they have 
hovels of the worft fort to live in, little better 
than thofe in Wei(!phalia ; being loofe flpnes 
laid on one another for the walls, and the cre- 
vices filled with mud, and the covering fome 
(Irong poles, with turf fpread on them, and 
a hole at top in the middle is all the chimney 
that any of themi have ^ adjoining is their 
barn, built of the fame materials, in which 
they ftow their little corn, and keep their 

X 2 cattle 
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cattle in winter; each cottage has a few acres 
of land around it, with a cow or two, and a 
roifcrable pair cither of horfes, or oxen for 
ploughing their land. In general, Sunday is 
the only day in the week which they arc al- 
lowed for cultivating this land, ^n order to 
raife provifions for fubfifting on the whole 
week ; but in feed^time and harveft, their 
lords . indulge them with another : When I 
fpeak therefore of the hufbandry of the coun- 
try, I do not mean of the peafants, nor of 
the farmers, for there is fcarcely any fuch 
thing, but of the nobility, and other land- 
lords, who all cultivate their own eftates by 
means of their agents and ftcwards. The 
peafants in every refped refemble nearly thofe 
of Poland, than whom they are not favoured 
more. 

At firft fight it may appear, that landlords, 
who a<S upon this fyftcm, muft make far 
more of their eftates, than thofe who let them, 
in the Engliflb manner, ^o farn^ers^ becaufe 
here the profit of the farmer is confolidated 
with that of the landlord ; but, from the re- 
peated obfervations which I have , often had 
occafioa of making, I am convinced that .the 
cafe is. the very contrary. If any eftatp was 
x)nly.of.fuch a fize as to form a gojod farm, it 
would be .very true; hut. eftates arQ;.thus cul- 
. .' . :. tivated 
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tivated whofe extent is from twenty to 
thirty thoufand acres of cultivated land, either 
meadow, pafture, arable, fheep-walk, or 
woods, all in fome culture or other, and a 
vaft track arable. To be forced to cultivate 
fuch immenfe farms, they are obliged to have 
fwarms of bailiffs and agents. In every place 
where a farm-houfe (hould be, is a bailiff's 
houfe, who manages a certain track of land. 
Thus the landlord is at the monflrous ex- 
pence of flocking his whole eftate, and run- 
ning all the chances of that flock, and at the 
fame time has to keep as many bailiffs as if 
they were farmers, and who all live out of the 
land before he has his clear profit, as mqch 
as if they were farmers 5 with this great dif- 
tindion, that being merely fervants, they 
have little interefl in the fuccefs of their huf*- 
bandry, and confequently the mafler fuffers 
all the ufual inconvenience; of fuch a fitua- 
tion : his agents of all forts cofl him as much 
as farmers would make for themfelves, fup- 
pofing them honeft; and if they turn put 
otherwife, a great deal piore. Thus he gets 
none of the farmers profit, at the fame time 
that he lofes the interefl of all the money 
employed in flocking, and the chances to 
which that ftock is liable. From which flate 
9f the affair, I think it Is very evident^^ how 
X 3 m«cl^ 
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much more beneficial it is to let out an eftate 
to fanners, for them to find the flock» cul- 
tivate the land, and en^loy the peafants, not 
only in mere profit of the year, but with a 
view to future improvements, which muft 
always be conduced with far more tfftO: by 
the people who work for their own intereft, 
than by others who do it for a mafter, and a 
mailer perhaps who is always abfent, or, if 
prcfent, who underflands nothing of the mat* 
ter. What great improvements have beea 
made in England by tenants, who enjoy the 
benefit during thei^ leafe, and then pay a fre(h 
rent to their landlords on account of thofd 
very improvements ! In population alfo the 
prince would reap a v^ry great benefit ; for 
when men Jtre working for themfelves, their 
induilry will be very different from ihz% of 
fervaots; and in proportion to the general in- 
duftry, mud population be : the peafanis 
would likewife meet with lefs oppreifion, ajod 
confcqpently increafe more. 

They fow a good d^al of wheat in this line 
of country ; but their principal crop i$ barky. 
I obferved many pl^tations of hops in the 
warm vales, where the foil is rich and deep : 
it is a common culture in mc^ parts of Bohe- 
nua, I am told -, and when the fpot chofea 
for a hop-garden is.fuitabie, they find it mora 

profitably 
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profitably applied than for any other crop. 
Beer is a very great article of trade throughout 
the kingdom, much being exported to all the 
furrounding countries ; this makes barley and 
hops particularly advantageous. Saffron is 
Another Hcrop* which I faw now and then : they 
prefer a light, dry loam on a ftratiim of rock 
for it 5 thej think it very profitable; an acre 
of good fafron is wotth ibout three pounds 
here. iTurneps and cabbages they have in 
large quantities for the winter fupport of 
their cattle : they prefer thp J^tcir in general; 
I faw many crops fomewhat advanced in 
growth, but they do not feem to he attentivf^ 
to keeping thete free ftom weeds. 

The 17th I reached Leutmyflcl, at the dif^- 
tance of fbrty-five QiUes^ paffing through twQ 
JOT three pretty towns upon the banks of the 
Elbe. This country is more beautiful than 
the preceding, and $f a richer foil ; iii fom.9 
parts there are hills, but not fo g^eat as to be 
iinprofitable land, while the vgles form fome 
Ycry rich arable and meadow land; moft of 
which is pretty well ciiltivated« [under wheat, 
batley, and beans, which are much fowg 
here: wheat yields from two^ to two and an 
half ^u^rter per acre ; barley ibini^hing morei 
beanie four quarters; theychoofe for thefc 
Ihefir jOtiffeil wet foils. They feed on their mea- 
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dow8 large herds of cows and oxen ; and keep 

many fhe^p, but do not manufadure the 

wool ; moft of it is fold to Silefia and Saxony, 

both of which arc much more indujftrious 

countries : They work up however fpme of 

their own flax into the fame fort of linnens, as 

are ma^e in Silefia, which is an employment 

of the poor people in many of the, I|ttle 

towns in this kingdom 5 their es^rnings at this 

work are very fmall ; a weaver in Silefia , will 

earn about three and fixpcncc a week ; but 

in Bohemia not more than half a crown : But 

provifipns of all forts are very cheap. in both 

thefe countries. I faw two or three country 

feats belonging to noblemen ; .they are all 

built in the caftle form, with a moat round, 

^nd feem to be extremely fpacious 5 a noble- 

man of great fortune in this country, has fel- 

dom Icfs than two or three hundred fervants 

about Iiim, when at his p^ftle in the country ; 

and he is an abfolutc monarch upon his eftate, 

with power ov?r every thing but life and 

death, and the royal revenue officers. This 

kind of dominion over all the lower elates, 

flatters the vanity and pride of the great, more 

. than the amount of the advantages they would 

gain by the peafants being free; it is like the 

contrafl: of abfolute authority to the limited 

power poflefied by fome kings.; the lattc^; 

makes 
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.makes their people happy and rich, and might 
have the fanae efFed upon thcmfelves, but 
they arc all hunting after the former. 

The 1 8th I got to Olmutz, - the capital of 
Moravia, the diftance forty miles ; croffing the 
mountains u^hich feparate the two countries, 
thefe are not very lofty, nor craggy, but they 
fill a track of country, of feveral miles broad; 
they exhibit a wild territory, but little of 
which is cultivated : The peafants that in- 
habit thefe hills, are a rough intra(ftable fet 
of men, that will not fubmit to the oppref- 
fiions under which their brethren of the plains 
groan ; they have been often in rebellion, not 
againft the fovereign, but the lords to whonci. 
they are vaflals i they are in many refpefts 
treated ipuch better ; and their houfes and 
little farms make a much better appearance ; 
they have more and better cattle; fome of 
them ar? in poflcffion of fmall pieces of land 
which they have; . purchafed, and all arc ex- 
tremely tenacious of this kind of property ; 
they do not work fqr their mailers more than 
three days in a weck^ It is always to be re- 
marked, that the grad?itions of freedom aro 
ever to be found in mountainous countries; jn 
general fuch are free ; but even under abfo-, 
lute monarchs they enjoy mqre liberty, . thaa 
the fubjeds of the fame prince who inhabit 

plain 
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plain countries : To live in hilly countries^ 
requires more a6bivity and vigour of body; the 
very nK)ving from one place to another is la* 
borious, the cold and bluftering climates 
found in them, contribute to bracing up the 
liumaa body, and to make it hardy« It is 
the fame tffcA as is feen in cold clin^ates^ 
compared with hot ones, in whatever parts 
of thp world they may be found. After the 
mountains are pafied that feparate the two 
countries, I went through a great extent of 
ibreft, and marfli land, very little of which 
is cultivated ; and not much of it would pay 
for culture, unlefsjth^ country in general was 
imrher than it is, 

Olmutz is a^a^ h^^mty weKbinlt ei^^ 
prettily iituatc^i on the Jittle river Moravia* 
It is a ^rong place both by nature and art : 
fi> that the King of Pxja^i^^ wh/en he n^ade the 
famfeusirrtjpticn into Moravia, and laid fiege 
to it, did not fetm tp have had good intelli- 
gence of the ftale of the town, or the garrifoh* 
The Greets are regular and well paved, and 
thete are many good houfes in it ; ^h,c only 
pt^blick buildings of any note, are the Jefuits 
colfege, the bilhop's palace, and the town- 
houfe i the marketplace is furrounded by feveraJtv 
veil built houfes. It is an agreeable towi^ 
^nd the inhabitants &em to be a ycty fpciable 

people. 
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pee^y with more a^ivity and induftry, than 
is to he found among the Bohemians. Pro^ 
vifions are very cheap here : I lived at the 
Empr^fs's Arms inn, two days, upon ex« 
ceeding good fi(h and fowl, and goodHunga* 
i:ian wine, and when J paid my reckoning, I 
found that fix (hillings went to the full, as far 
as a guinea in England. Beef is only three 
half pence a pound ; mutton is fometimes fold 
at a penny ; and a fat turkey is to be bought 
fpr fourteen peoce* 

The 2iftl left 01mutz» and proceeded to 
Brino, the diftance thirty miles, through 
a mwh more fertile country than north of 
plmutZ) it is better peopled^ and much 
more of it cultivated: They do not fow mudh 
wheat here, but a great deal of rye, barley, 
p^aie, and beans; and the crops in general, 
carried a good appearance ; they keep great 
^erds of cattle, feeding them in winter on 
cabbagesi turneps, and draw ; all the latter, 
which they give to their cattle, they cut al- 
moft as fmall as chaff, with an engine made 
on purpofe; very different from the chaff-cut« 
ter ufed in England. They chop the turneps, 
or cabbages into fmall pieces, and give thena 
with c^opt draw, and find that they go much 
the farther, and nourifh the cattle much bet« 
tcr. I never heard of any thing of this fort 

being 



5i6 TRAVELS THROUGH 

being pradifed in England ; yet I {hould ap- 
prehend that it could not fail of anfwering 
extremely; it is certainly much worth the 
trial. They have vaft herds of fwihe, which 
find their own fubfiftance in woods, and 
fwampy grounds fdr moft part of the year. 
They fatten theni on beans, peafe, and po- 
tatoes, which they cultivate on purpofe: fell- 
ing great quantities of bacon to Vienna, &c. 

Brinn is wellfituated on the confluence of 
two rivers, and is reckoned the ftrongeft place 
in Moravia ; it has a caftlc that is very ftrong ; 
the Auiirians have ufually a g^od garrifbn 
here } . feveral new fortificatiohs have been ad- 
ded both to this place, and to Olmutz fince' 
the lafk war, ^hich I fuppofe were occafioned 
by the King of Pruffia's bpld march into this 
country, which alarmed them exceffivcly at- 
Vienna. There are about fix thoufand inha-' 
bitants in Brinn ; the ftreets are narrow and 
crooked, but many of the houfcs very well- 
built, and fome of the publick edifices make 
a tolerable appearance, particularly the Jefuits* 
cQlkge, and the churches of 8ti James, and- 
i^t. Thomas* 

The 22d I reached Labi, a little town* 
thirty miles from Brinn; the country between 
tliem is better than the preceding; has lefs 
waftc laod, fewer forcfts andmarfhes; and* 

the 
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the arable land beyond comparifon better, cul- 
tivated. This is in a great meafure owing to 
the attention given to hufbandry-improve- 
ments by the court of Vienna. They were 
at the expence fome years ago, of bringing fc* 
veral Flemiih farmers from the country, be- 
tween Oftend and Bruges; three of them were 
fettled in this country, being fupplied with all 
forts of implements, cattle, houfcs, , land^ 
&c. by the Emprefs Qneen, and fixed upon 
fome wafte, but very fertile lands belonging 
to the crown. They have had a large fuccef- 
fion of Moravian peafants, regularly work- 
ing under them, in order to be inftrudSed ii^ 
the Flemiih hufbandry • who being difcharged 
when frefli ones are t^ken, have much fpread 
jfeveral excellent cuftoms, and will in all pro- 
bability, much improve the agriculture of the 
greateft part of the province. The eiffedl ha$ 
already been very confiderable; for though 
thefe Flemings do not occupy a thoufand 
acres of land in all, yet their methods already 
fpread over a country near fifteen miles long; 
all the hulbandry.of which is by their means 
much improved. They have introduced do- 
.ver here, which turns out one of the moft 
beneficial crops that can be fawn ; they have 
alfo made this culture of clover a preparation 
for wheat, fo that they have almoft entirely 

banifhed 
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baniflied the cuftom of fallowing for wheat, 
which was the common method in Moravia. 
Spurry they alfo brought with them, with 
which they feed cows. To them likewife the 
Moravians are indebted for a much more fy- 
ftematic management of manure, than what 
they formerly followed : They form comports 
of dung, rotten vegetables, vaft quantities of 
leaves, fwept up on porpofe in the open 
forefts, turf, a(hes, and other materials, which 
they mix together feveral times, and fpread 
upon their clover fields— and on their cabbage 
grounds : They have alfo made them abun- 
dantly more attentive in keeping all their crops 
clear from weeds and in good order, by hoe- 
ing and weeding ; all the cabbages I faw in 
this diftriO:, Which has been profited thu^ 
from the example of the Flemings, were in 
very fine order, both in refpcdt to pulverized 
foil, and a cleafnefs from weeds. 

I faw the caftle of baron Skulitz, who had 
been extremely attentive in fpreading this 
gbod Flemifli hirfbandry. He refides con- 
ftantly on his eftate, and makes agriculture 
not only his bufinefs, but alfo his amufcment : 
Immediately on their exhibifing a culture, fu*- 
perior to the oW management of the Mora- 
vians, he fdllov/ed it with fo much intelli- 
gence and fpirit, that he has advanced the va- 
lue 
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lue of his eftate confidcrably : He entered 
prefently Into all their views, and introduced 
the bcft hufbandry of the Auftrian provinces 
tipon bis own lands. Falling into difcourfe 
on the road with one of his bailiff's, he point-^ 
ed out to me feveral large tracks of landr 
which not long ago were entirely wafte^ buC 
arc now by this worthy nobleman's atten*^ 
tion, better cultivated than mofl of the pro* 
vince. He has introducedvarious new brarK:h<* 
es of hufbandry, which anfwer better thaft 
common crops ; among thefe, hops and faf«^ 
fron he brought from Bohemia ^ madder frono^ 
Silef^a; and he raifes both hemp and flax im 
large quantities : All the£: crops he is re« 
markably attentive to, and gives them fuch 
uncommon fair play, that his firft trials, con- 
trary to what is generally m^t with, tunicd 
out greatly fuccefsfuU from whence he ha^ 
been induced to continue them ever fince, and 
greatly to enlarge all his plantations of them» 
by which, and various other means, he has 
improved his revenues in a furprizing man<- 
ner. 

The owners of extenfive landed eftates^ in 
poor countries, have all fuch. an opportunity 
of incrcafihg th^ir income.; and 'it is very 
amazing they do not oftener take advantage of 
it. If, like the nobleman here mentioned, 
I they 
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they would rcfidc upon their eilates, inftead 
of fpending all their time in the capita)^ 
iquandering their revenues in a golf of luxury, 
the meafurc of which is never full, and 
which cannot fail of impovcrifhing them^ and 
bringing them into the moil flaviOi depenr- 
dcncc upon the will of the court; if they 
would a£t thus, they would find money. £ow 
into their coffers in a far greater abundance 
than they can ever hope to recei\x from the 
fmilcs of rainiftcrs; at the fame time that 
they would refide where a fhilling goes as far 
as a pound. In the profufion of a capital^ the 
greatefl cflates are fpcnt without making any 
unufual figure ; but in the country, half the 
income would enable them to build and fur- 
niih coflly palaces, and raife whole cities 
around them to be witneiTcs of their fplendor. 
— I have, in the courfe of my travels, met 
with feveral inflances, which fhew> in the 
clearefl light, the enjoyment and undoubted, 
happinefs which this kind of life confers, 
oven. upon noblemen, whoferank and revenue 
would allow them all the amufcments of any 
metropolis. It is a moil happy thing to any 
country, when a fovereign gives all. the. en-* 
eouragement in his power to promote this- 
rural attention in nobles, which cannot ifaiP 

' of 
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of tuthing out highly beneficial to the whole 
community. 

The 23d I got to Vienna, which is five- 
arid-twenty miles from Laba, through a 
country that is very unequal, part of it being 
very rich, populous> and well cultivated, and 
much of it hilly, Wild, and to appearance 
barren. In the cultivated tracks are many 
noblemen's feats ; and the hufbandry around 
them is vifibly much better than elfewhere, 
which is owing to their drawing the peafants, 
as it were, into a firing around them. They 
plant great quantities of fafFron, which they 
reckon the moft profitable crop they have : 
they have alfo plenty of good crops of wheat 
and barley 5 and their extenfive meadows and 
paftures feed large herds of cattle, which 
from the neighbourhood of Vienna turn to 
very good account. I faw fcveral crops of 
the turnep cabbage for cattle. But hufbandry 
fufFers much in all this country, and indeed 
through moft parts of Germany, for want of 
inclofures : they might eafily make them, 
and at a fmall expence, but negled: the work 
entirely, which mufl be for want of fully un- 
derflanding the advantages of them : Indeed, 
labour is of fo little value, that every fort of 
cattle has always a keeper with them, tho' 
Vot. in. . Y the 
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the herd is* ever fo fmall, yet corn and faffrod 
often fuffer. 

Vienna is fituated on the fouth fide of the 
Danube, but has not the advantage of that 
great river running through it ; for it (lands 
on a fmall branch of it, there being ' feveral 
iflands formed here, by the river dividing It- 
felf. If the fuburbs are included, it is a very 
large city, but within the walls and fortifica-* 
tions It is only three miles in circumference. 
It is regularly fortified, but has fo few out- 
works^ as to be a place of fmall ftrength, and 
only defended by a fmall army. At the iiege 
in 1683, the Turks fhewed themfelves to 
be extremely ignorant in the art of cqnduft- 
ing fuch an entcrprize j and their engineers 
were miferable ones, elfe they might have 
taken the city feme time before the King of 
Poland raifcd thefiege; and bad that event 
happened, Hungary had now been in poffef- 
fion of the Ottomans. 

Vienna within the walls makes a nK)fV ine- 
legant appearance, from thenarrowncfsof the 
ftreets. -I am one who would hot give fix- 
pence for a fine building, if there is not a 
Sufficient area to view it from. The English 
boaft of the church of St. Paul's at London ^ 
and will fometimes afTcrt it equal to St. Peter's 
.at-Rome; but if it were doubly finer, Ifhould 

prefer 
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i^fefer St Peter's, from the opportunity one has 
of viewing it ; and the area around a great 
buildings ought to be fo much efteemed a 
part of it, as to be criticifed with it i and the 
arcfiitctSl's abilities called in queftiop for faults 
in it^ as much as if he blundered in the pro- 
portion of the cupola. Thus in Vienna, there 
are many palaces (of which I had read and 
heard much,) in ftreets as narrow as old Brif- 
tol ; and at the fame time all the houfes are 
five, fix, feven, and fome of them eight fto- 
ries high ; and it is faid, they have almoft as 
many ftorics of cellars under ground, as of 
floors above. Formerly all the windows were 
grated with iron bars like prifons, from the 
ftreet to the upper floor, and vaft numbers of 
houfes are fo now> but I fee it is left off ia 
the principal palaces. 

The imperial palace is a ftrudure that will 
anfwer to none that fees it ; it confiflis of feve- 
ral courts, furrounded with irregular build- 
ings ; though, notwithfl:anding fome late ad- 
ditions, it makes but a very mean appearance ; 
the apartments are neither fpacious, nor fur- 
nilhed in the manner pne would expect, for a 
court bng famed as one of the moft expenfivc 
in Europe. The library is fuppofed to rank 
among the firft ia Europe j the number of 

y 2 volumes 



524 TRAVELS THROUGH 

volumes are not Icfs than ninety thoufand; 
and the colleftion of manufcripts, fuppofed to 
be extremely valuable. I was ftiewn fcvcral 
great curiofuies, but upon thefc occafions 
there never is time allowed for any ufeful ex- 
amination, and if there were, it would fignify 
little to the unlearned in the oriental tongues, 
in which the moA: valuable manufcripts are 
written. 

Many of the palaces of the nobility, arc 
mod magnificent ftrudtures ; that of the great 
Eugene with his famous library and collec- 
tions I had moft pleafure in viewing; the 
Mansfield palace, and that of count Daun, 
are alfo great edifices, with fcveral others, in 
which the painting, gilding, carVing, and 
furniture arc as rich as poffible. 

The univerfity of Vienna, is very famous in 
Germany and Hungary ; the number of ftu- 
dents is. con fiderable, and they have good ac- 
commodations for thofe of fortune, and many 
valuable privileges. 

There is not much worth feeing in the 
churches of Vienna ; the cathedral is the prin- 
cipal, and it is a large building; but nothing is 
uncommon in it but the hcighth of its fpire, 
which, fince Strafburg, is become French, is 
the highcft in- the empire. The Jefuits 
church is a fine building ; and the convents of 

Carmelites, 
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Carmelites, Francifcans, Benedidlines, and 
Auftin Friars, arc vifited by thofe who take 
any delight in viewing thefc fort of buildings; 
for my part, I have an averfion at feeing fuch 
ufclefs edifices filled with tribes of pernicious 
orders of lazy priefts, who do nothing to gain 
their livelihood, but are maintained by the 
induftry of every body elfe : It is amazing, 
that Roman catholick princes do not find out 
that every monk in their dominions might be 
a foldier, without the country fuffering a 
whit the more : and in many cafes the fol- 
dier would pay well for his maintenance; but 
as to the monk, he is fubfifted in the moft 
unufeful of all fpecies of idlenefs. — But there 
are other inftances of the catholick piety of 
Vienna, befides her monks and nuns; in one 
of the fquares, is a very large and coftly fta- 
tue of the Trinity, reprefenting the Deity 
clafpihg Chrift in his arms, and the Holy 
Ghoft hovering over them. This was erefted 
by the Emperor Leopold, inftea'd of an eque- 
llrian ftatue, which in other cities would 
have been ere(fled to the fovcreign. To this 
famous piece of folly, all the Roman catho- 
licks bow as they pafs. Religious prejudices 
fliould certainly be laid afideby all travellers i 
but is it poffible for a man of fenfe not to re- 
joice, that education has not enflaved him to 

Y 3 , an 



326. TRAVELS THROUGH 

an obfervance of, or veneration for fuch mum- 
mery? In many inftanccs, religion makes Ro- 
man catholick countries extremely difagrce- 
able to travel through. 

I brought feveral letters of recommendation 
to Vienna, to perfons from whofc convcrfa- 
tion, I expedled fomc valuable information 
concerning the general ftate of all the Au- 
ftrian dominions at prefent, in rcfpedl of a* 
griculture, manufadlurcs, commerce, reven- 
ues, and military power ; but I was ftrangely 
difappointed : there is a haughty rcfervc in 
every man of the Icaft confequence here, 
which not only precludes any information of 
this fort ; but at the fame time renders a re* 
lidence in any but a publick character very dif* 
agreeable at Vienna. But after all my letters 
had failed, that is, introduced me only to 
people who thought that I had no bufinefs 
with any thing but eating, drinking, going 
to court, and playing at cards, a life by no 
means agreeable to me ; after this I fell acci- 
dentally into company with a field-officer in 
their fcrvice, a native of Milan : this gentle- 
man was extremely communicative, very fen- 
fible, and had travelled often through moft of 
the dominions of the Emprefs Queen. He 
gave me a very rational, and candid account 
of thiugs, as appeared by his manner, and 

. ' the 
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jthe confirmations I had afterwards from 
feveral perfons in other parts of Europe. To 
agriculture this gentleman h^d not at all at- 
tended ; he could give me no more account 
of its general (latp in the countries he had been 
iPf than with that of the moon# I found 
from him however, that the manufadlures 
which have lately been eftablifhed in Huur 
gary, flourifh very much; the Emprefs Queen, 
and her mfniftera, have long been eager to 
cloath her troops with her fubjeCts manufacr 
Jures ; inftead of felling all their wool unma- 
nufa<flured. Hungary, as well as /^uHti^ip 
Bohemia, and Moravia, feed many fheep, 
efpecially Hungary, a great part of which is 
a continued and fertile fheep-walk. Great 
numbers of Hungarians have been fet tp 
work upon this vyool; and weavers, fpin- 
pers, reelers, &c. brought from Flanders^ 
to teach the natives to work it ; and many of 
jhem have proved very docile in learning : fo 
that at prefent, wooden goods are made to the 
amount of near an hundred thoufand pounds 
a year, which is a very great thing in Hun- 
^ary-^vvhere^ before thcfe exertions, were 
no manufactures at all — -They are eftabliflied 
jn moft of the populous towns of that king- 
dom 5 and if they are brought, to eniploy the 
poqr people in them, who have no other em- 
• Y ^ ployment. 
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ployment, it will be an immenfe acquifiti6n^ 
and favc the export of very great fums of nao- 
ney. As to trade, the inland fituation of the 
Auftrian dominions, is fuch as allows of very 
little foreign commerce. Attempts were made 
at Trieft, but they were fo languid, and fufr 
fered fuch interruptions during the war, that 
the commerce of the port is yet nothing that 
deferves mention;' notwithftanding that an 
aftive prince, liberal in ufeful expence, and 
attentive to fuch improvcnients, might have 
made Tried the feat of a confiderable com« 
merce ; but all thefe circuniftances have been 
wanting. 

The revenues of the dominions of the houfe 
of Auftria, are confiderable; the following 
account of them was given to this gentleman, 
by a perfon who had niany opportunities of 
being well informed. 

Bohemia f ■ £ 700,000 

Moravia ^-^ . ■ 190,000 

Hungary ^ -~-^ 400,000 

Auftria ^ +00,000 

Tranfilvania — — ^ 50,000 

Sclavonia and Croatia — -* ioo,ooq 

Stria, Curinthia, and Carniola — r-? 200,000 
Tyroll, Brixen, Trent - 160,000 

The countries of Swabia — — . . . 2o,ooar 

" ' . " Ti^9 
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The Netherlands > > • 150,060 

Milan, and Mantua ■ » * 400,000 

Tufcany •— ^ - ■ » 500,000 

Total -t i >. ■ ■ ■ » ■ wi » jT 3,270,000 



What degree of accuracy there is in this 
table ; I am not able to aifcertain, but from 
the information I have received from other 
hands, I believe the total to be near the troth: 
but Tafcany muft not be reckoned : the com- 
mon idea at Vienna c(;)incides with thefe par- 
ticulars; which makes the Imperial revenue 
near three millions : though there are fome 
fanguine politicians, who infid on it's amount- 
ing to five; but that is much exaggerated. 
The revenues of all thefe countries might be 
very much improved ; nobody doubts but a 
better fy(lem of taxation, and a more oscono- 
mical coUedionivould raife five millions, with 
very near as much cafe to the people as three 
at prefent ; but the lower claffes of the people 
throughout moft of thefe dominions are mi- 
^ ferably fleeced, and pillaged, while the no- 
bility ^fcape with' paying a much Icfs propor- 
tion than they ought. The Netherlands might 
in particular yield a very confiderable reveriue, 
juid prove the fineft and moft profitable pro- 
vinces 
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Tinces belonging to the houfe of Auftria ; but 
in order to that, great changes fhould be made 
in the conflitutions of the cities ; manufac- 
tures ihould receive encouragement, and comr 
inerce be re-cftablifti^ in the ports ; . all which 
might be eafily done, and the revenues of the 
fovereign become wonderfully improved } 
whereas at prefent they yield no more 
than might be expeded if they were fi- 
tuated no bejtter than Audria^ or Mpravia| 
pilead of being the fineft fpot in Europe^ in 
every refpedt; and inhabited by a people na-* 
turally as induftrious as any in the world. 
Flanders, fince the Dutch were mafters of th^ 
navigation of Antwerp has wanted a port j 
but Oftend, for an hundred thoufand poaods, 
might be made as good a one as any inBuropQ 
for merchantmen. 

The many improvements, which have been 
talked of by the court of Vienna for the here- 
ditary dominions, in agriculture, manufa£lureS| 
and commerce, were they put in execution^ 
would at the fame time much improve the re- 
venue, and in a manner free the country of 
thofe evils, which ufually flow froo^ inqreaf- 
ing the publick income of a crown. But 
there is a dilatorinefs and a languor in every 
thing tranfadted at this court, even in its own 
mo(l: intricate concernsi that damp the fpirit 
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of an improvement^ fo that any objedt of this 
Ibrty upon a moderate computation, will be 
talked of half a century, before it is executed i^ 
this was the cafe with the cftahliflbment of 
the woollen manufa^ure in Hungary, and with 
every thing elfe: fq that it is not thought the 
Auftrian revenues, however they would admit 
of it, will for a long time be put upon a better 
footing than they arc, or have any other im-* 
provenients than what r^fults from oppreffing 
the lower clades of the people Aill more ; than 
which no meafure can giv^ a greater (lab to 
all general national improvements. Was the 
King of Pruffia poffeffed of the Auftrian do* 
minions in exchange for his own, we ihoul4 
fooD fee them make a very different appear* 
ance 5 he would raife much greater revenues, 
with far greater eafe to the people; and would 
throw fuch a vigour into all the tranfaftiqns 
which the poffeflion of Flanders, and the Ita- 
lian dominions would introduce him to, that 
the importance of them would fpeedily appear 
in a very different light from what they do at 
prefent* 

The great .objedJ: of attention at Vienna, is 
the army; this is fo far rcprehenfible in poli- 
ticks, as it encreafes the neceflity of laying a 
foundation previous to every fuperftrudure : it 
is the revenue that pays and fupports the army, 

and 
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and all increafe of the latter muft depend on 
a foregoing increafe of the former : to raife 
a great revenue is much more effentiaU than 
to raiie a great army ; but the foldiers have a 
peculiar faculty of fwallowing up a revenue^ 
they have none at creating it. That prince 
therefore, who v^ould be truly formidable, 
(hould attend to the profperity of his income^ 
before he thinks of greatly increaiing his 
troops. 

The following are the particulars of the 
'prefent (landing forces of the houfe of Auflria. 
I infert them on the fame authority as the a* 
bove paper of the revenue ; believing from 
other information which I have received, that 
it is near the truth ; though 1 ftiould remark, 
that all lifts of armies are apt to exceed the 
reality, rather than fall beneath it. 





Meti. 




23,846 


Curiaffcr^ — — 


' 1 6,000 


Huflars, and Croats 


— — 14,640 


Hunters ^— — - 


6,300 




' ' 8,000 


TnTsmlTtT ^mm„^ ' ^^^^H 


, tA^ ^fiA 


snidiitvy * - '^ ■■•i*-" 


-f iu4>3 


Artillery — 


— ~- 2,800 


Total 


235'972 
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The whole army, whatever the total may be, 
is certainly in excellent order; the regiments 
full, and well officered, their cloathing regularly 
delivered, their arms much better than ever; the 
artillery very numerous;, and no expcnce has been 
fpared informing engineers; the magazines of 
ammunition and all forts of military (lores, full, 
and in good order : thcfe attentions have occu* 
pied the court ever fince the^peace, and they 
have been indefatigable in them. Now, that all 
thefe particulars are complcated, they are em- 
ployed in repairing all the fortifications in 
Bohemia, Moravia, Auftria, Hungary, and 
Traniilvania ; new ones are in fome places 
crefting, and many old ones greatly improved ; 
this is a work of immenfe cxpence, and con- 
fequently it goes on flowly. In every one of 
thefe particulars, the Auftrians ftrength is 
greater than at the breaking out of the laft 
war. I before remarked, that the cafe was 
the fame with the King of Pruffia. Thcfe 
potentates are certainly jealous of each other; 
but I believe in no refped that threatens a frefh 
war : but the flate of affairs in other partSj 
makes it neccffary for them to be flrqngly 
armed. The afpcdl of affairs in Pruffia and 
Poland, fills the houfe of Auflria with unea- 
finefs ; and although Pruffia efpoufcs in her 
manifeflos* the fame caufe in Polifh affairs as 

the 
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the Ruffian Emprefs, ilill it can only be, be-^ 
caufe the power of that empire is too great for 
him to break with. Mod certainly the in* 
creafe (^ the formidablenefe of Rufiia» ought 
in good politicks to fill both Pruflia, and Au* 
ftria with the deepeft jealoufy ; future alliances 
with it» in cafe of a new war in Germany, muft 
be very uncertain ; and againft whoever (he 
declares, her weight will probably fall too 
heavy to be refifted. The opportunity of the 
war between the Ruffians and Turks^ has ge-» 
nerally been taken by the Auftrians for attack- 
ing the Porte : fuch a meafure now would 
infure the reftoration of Belgrade and Servia, 
and perhaps yet greater advantages; but 
not making ufe of it, may be owing . to two 
reafons: firft, in return for the Turks not 
playing the fame game when the Emprefs 
Queen was at war with Pruffia; and fecondly, 
becauiefuch a condudt would give greater ad- 
vantages to the arms of Ruffia^ than the houfe 
of Auftria wiihes to fee. 
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CHAPTER X. 

journey from Vienna through Aujiria — Tiefcrip^ 
tion of the Arcbdutchy — Bavaria — Munich — ■ 
Revenues and forces.-'^ 

JULY I ft, I left Vienna, and that day tra- 
velled forty miles to St. Poltu, through a 
very various country. Near Vienna, it is very- 
gay, being lightly adorned with villas, which 
have exten five garden^, and planted groves 
about them, but all in a miferable tafte. I 
flopped to view one pretty near the road, which 
the poftilions told me belonged to a great no- 
bleman at court ; a defcription of the ground 
before the houfc will give a tolerable idea of 
the tafte moft prevalent here in ornamenting 
their country feats. A canal with a fmall 
bridge over it in the center, parted the area 
before the houfe from the road ; from the 
bridge to the houfe door was about a hundred 
yards ; a broad ftone-way led from one to 
the other; on each fide ranged in exadl order 
a ftatue, an urn, and a crofs interchangeably ; 
thefe were on a flip of grafs :' on the other 
fide two canals nicely laid out, like the former, 
by rule, and at each corner of the three, a 
ftatue. The ground on each fide was formed 
4 into 
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into a grafs-plot, furroundcd by a parterre of 
flowers, and in the center of each plot, a fmall 
fountain. From thefe particulars of the ap- 
proach to a rural villa, all unfeen may be very 
exaftly guefled ; and It evidently appears that 
the Auftrians are at lead one hundred years be- 
hind us in the art of gardening. It is the fame 
with the French, and all the other nations of 
Europe. In fome gardens I was {hewn when 
in Italy, before I was told that they were ex- 
ecuted in imitation of nature, upon the plan 
of my countryman Brown, whofe fame had 
reached there ; and it Ts not eafy to be con- 
ceived how ridiculous every thing was; the 
leaft deviations from line and compafs work, 
amidft a great deal of it, were efteemed exerti- 
ons in the art of imitating nature. A more 
ridiculous jumble was never feenj much worfc 
than thofe made purely artificial. 

Ornamenting a piece of ground, in the manner 
of our great gardener, and in the tafteyet fupc- 
rior, in which fome private gentlemen in Eng- 
land have laid out their grounds, is an art that 
requires genius, and more attention than will 
ever be given to it, in countries where they 
reiide ten months out of the twelve in the ca- 
pital, and very many, the other two alio: 
where this is the cafe, the expence will not be 
fparcd, which we fee in every thing that rc- 
3 latcs 
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latcsrto the country; no article about a noble- 
man while he refides in the country in £ng- 
land, but what infinitely exceeds the fame with 
any foreign noBleman of equal fortune* Their 
wealth is all expended upon their town houfes, 
and their town rcfidence i it is. not therefore to 
be wondered at any more, that the Englifh 
have not fuch fine palaces in London, as that 
the French and Italians have not fuch fine 
country feats. 

Thefe forty miles do not exhibit an agri- 
culture that is very flourifhing j yet the coun- 
try is not much in want of people, for the 
towns and villages are thick. The foil is ift 
general very good ; but they do not feem to 
have any ideas of cultivating it with neatnefs ; 
wild (hrubbery grounds are IfufFcred to break 
into the corn, in ragged borders, and fmall 
wafte fpots, where the plough, upon account 
of fome hillock, or hole, does not go, are 
left covered, with weeds, to blow all over their 
fallows s t^ey have no idea of cleaning fuch 
ipots by way of prevention, and fuch numbers 
of them, as I faw in this day's journey, would 
not be met with in half an Englifli county. 
They fow large quantities of faffron, Nfhich 
they reckon a profitable culture, an acre yield- 
ing a produce of about three pounds, if the 
crop is good. There are many vineyards, 
VoL.IIL- Z- • but 
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but the wine fells fo badly, that they aflured me, 
corn and fafFron (land in general much bet- 
ter ; and they do not confine their vines to tracks 
improper for ploughing* 

Wheat, barley, rye, peafe and beans, are 
commonly cultivated, but no oats; the crops 
are but midling. Turneps, turnep cabbages,cab- 
bages, and potatoes, are cultivated in large quan- 
tities; the former for cattle, and the potatoes for 
fattening bogs, for vrhich they boil them. They 
havclargeherdsoffwine, which feed all fummer 
long in the woods, many of which are exten- 
five. Horned cattle arc alfo very plentiful here, 
and as they houfe them in the winter, they 
. raifc large quantities of dung, which ought to 
cnfurc a much better hufbandry than theirs, 
I paffed a fmall farm, near St, Poltu, that was 
cut out of a wafte, and to appearance a barren 
common, on the fide of a large hill; difpofed 
into ten fields by beautiful quick hedges/which 
put me in mind of the beft cultivated part of 
England : the inclofures rifing one above ano- 
ther, on the fide of the hill, were feen di* 
ftindlly from the road ; they were covered with 
various crops, which appeared much fuperior 
to thofe of the cultivated parts of the country 
I had pafied; the houfe was fmall, but ex- 
tremely neat. As foon as I had looked at- 
tentively at this very agreeable fight, I was go- 
ing 
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ing to make up to it; but recolleding that I 
ihould be in the dark^ I determined to go on to 
the ftage, and come next morning to view that 
farm^ which feemed a creation in the midfl; of 
a defart. 

I accordingly put my intention in execution, 
the morning of the 2d, and returned about 
three miles to the place, and afking for the 
matter of it, he appeared immediately; a fine 
tali open countenanced foldier, in an old fuit 
of regimentals, I defired to fee his farm, up- 
on which he very readily walked with me into 
it. I went through all the ten inclofures ; the 
hedges were regularly planted, and had each of 
thfem a ditch ; the gates were all in good or- 
der, and every thing carried an appearance of 
neatnefs, moft uncommon in Germany. He 
had three meadows, each of them watered by ' 
a fmall ftream he had brought from the hill 
above his farm ; it filled a little pond for wa- 
tering the cattle, and mi^t be conduced at 
plcafure in the proper feafon, over all parts of 
the fields for manuring them, which he prac- 
tifes in winter and fpring. He had a field of 
ivheat, another of barley, two of clover, and 
three of turneps and cabbages ; and hi? fields 
were all much of the fame fize, being each 
about fix Englifti acres. Turneps and cab- 
bages he grew on his fallow for cleaning the 
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land} fucceedcdthem with barlcy,and then took 
clover, upon which he fows his wheat. This 
husbandry, which nearly refembleS the beft of 
Flanders, furprized oae in the midft of Auftria, 
vrhere nothing of the kind is to be found. He 
keeps a dairy of ODwsi a fmall flock of ftieep 
on the neighbouring wafte, and oxen foe 
ploughing and carting; he houfes all his cat- . 
tie in winter ; his fheep every night in ibeep 
houfes J and litters every thing well with fern, 
which he cuts upon the wafte. He is ex- 
tremely attentive to raifing large quantities of 
dung, which he manages by keeping as many 
cattle as he poflSbly can, and by mixing turf^ 
and virgin earth with his dung as the cattle 
inake it all winter long; by this means he ia 
enabled to manure three fields, or eighteen acres 
very richly every year ; but what gives a virtue 
to his dunghill, fuperior to any thing elfe is his 
bringing all the hunoan ordure away from the 
little town of Poltu, for which, fome of the in- 
habitants ignorant of its value, give a trifle 
for taking it away ; he is at the expence of 
cleaning all the neceffaries there, and of cart- 
ing it to his farm; he mixes it up wi& h» 
dung and virgin earth, and affures me that it 
forms the richeft compoft in the world s all 
the manure he raifes in this manner, Ijeing ap- 
plied to his turnep and cabbs^e grounds, he 

gets 
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gets prodigious crops of thofe vegetables ; and 
1 remarked that they were kept perfedlly free 
from weeds by hoeing : his cabbages are all 
planted in regular rows on ridges, and the 
j(paces between the rows ploughed feveral 
times wh^e growingt as well to kill the weeds 
as to keep the land in good tillage, all which 
appeared to me to be an excellent fyilem* 
His crops of wheat yield four q^uarters an 
acre ; his barley five, his clover gives four tons 
of hay ^ at two mowings ; and his turneps and 
cabbages maintain a vail Hock : an acre of the 
former he reckons fufficient to winter-feed two 
oxen or cows ; one of cabbages will winter 
three or four ; but the expences of them are 
higher. All thefe crops I fuppofe are equal 
to the beft cultivated parts of England. 

Upon returning to his houfe he gave me 
his hiftory. He was a corporal in a regiment 
of foot, quartered, during fix years; in Flanders, 
and Brabant, where, as he had always a ftrong 
bent towards hulbandry, he remarked very 
minutely their practices, and often worked in 
the fields for Flemilh farmers. Upon the war 
breaking out with the king of Pruffia, he was 
early in that fervicf, and made a ferjeant, in 
which capacity he behaved fo much to Mar- 
fhal Daun*s fatisfadion at the battle of Hock- 
cbirkcn, in fight of him, that he gave him pro- 

Z 3 mife$ 
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mifcs upon the fpot, of promotion ; but thefe 
were not thought of afterwards,- till being re* 
prefented by another perfon to the Emprefs 
Queen, apd allowed by count Daun, flbe 
perfonally afked him in the prefence of the 
whole court, if he had any particular requeft 
to make : upon which he afked his difcharge, 
and a piece of this wafte to cultivate, being 
born in the parifli. It was granted at once ; 
ind further, his fovereign built him the 
houfe and offices diredly, and gave him an 
hundred pounds to flock the farm with. 
With this fmall beginning he went to work 
diredly, and in nine years has raifed every* 
thing to the flate I faw. His induflry is un- 
bounded ; though a continued fucccfs has at- 
tended all his undertakings, and his crops 
prove as fine as poflible, bringing bim in large 
fums of money, yet he continues to work with 
the fame feverity as ever, and does much the 
greatefl part of all the bufinefs of his farm with 
his own bands ; he has a fon about twenty- 
five who executes the refl. The Emprefs has 
been twice to fee him, and expreflcd the high- 
efl approbation of his condud, and made him 
a handfome prefent. His methods have been 
put in execution under his own diredion up- 
on the eflates of two noblemen in the neigh- 
bourhood, and with good fucccfs s fo that tliis 

worthy 
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worthy foldicr is like to be of more benefit to 
his country than half a dozen generals > and 
ihews that nothing is of more importance 
than to eftablifli fuch examples as thefe in va- 
rious parts of a dominion : for although they 
may fpread flowly, yet they certainly will 
fpread, and that they cannot do without being 
of very great public benefit. 

By night, I reached alittle town called Munf-. 
bery, being half way to Lintz, at the diftance 
of thirty miles from Poltu, through a country 
that is cultivated in a very different manner 
from the foldier's farm I had left, whofe name 
(by the way) is Picco. The crops arc ia general 
bad and very full of weeds ; and they feem 
to plough the foil very badly, although their 
ploughs are drawn by fix oxen, and they have 
two men, or a man and a lad to drive them, ^ 
with another man to hold the plough ; it is 
evident from this that the price of labour is 
low, or the farmer, that is the nobility, could 
not allow fuch a fuperfluity of hands ; but 
while the time of the peafants belongs to their 
lords, without any pay, fuch inftances will be 
very common ; but the whole fyftem makes r 
very different figure from my friend Picco's, 
whofe ifarm is a contrail to the whole arch- 
dutchy. They cultivate many hops, fafFrpn, 
and vines, and thefe articles cxhauft ^U their, 
Z 4 lands 
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lands applied to common hufbandry, of th« 
4ung which they ought to have, without 
pelding a return proportioned. |Picco» when 
I afked him why he did not cultivate thdfe zt-^ 
tidesj aflured me that none of them equalled 
common crops in profit, provided the latter 
were managed in the manner they ought to be^ 
and of this I have no doubt, for all thefe un- 
comnion articles require a great deal of atten- 
tion, and an infinity of labour, efpecially vines^ 
while the produce is of fuch a bad fort, that 
the returns are inconfiderable. Near Lintz, 
the country improves much, being in 
itfelf finely variegated with hills and dales, 
wood 9nd water i it is alfo better cultivated ; 
there is a very little wade land, and many feats 
of the nobility are fcattercd about it, attradied 
I fuppofe by the agreeablenefs of the country. 
Ifintz is extremely well fituated on tho 
banks of the Danube : It is fmall, well built^ 
and a neat plape ; the ftreets well paved, ancl 
kept yery clean. What fets off the buildiiigs 
in an unufual qianner, is the materials of 
which they are raifed; being a white ftone 
that preserves its colour. The market-place 
is large and handfome i and is adorned witt^ 
two fountains. The Emprefs has a palace 
here, well furniftied, which from anhighfi-v 
tuation over looks tlite courfe of the Danube very 

t^eautifully^ 
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beautifully ; (he ufed to come here often, but 
has not of late years. The Jefuits college is 
one of the bed buildings in the place, and the 
library has the reputation of being remarkably 
well chofen. This place is the capital of up^ 
per Auftrta ; for the ftates aflemble no where 
elfe. For its iize» it is very populous, which is 
owing to fome manufadures they have that are 
flourishing; particularly that of woollen goods, 
and of filk and worded ; alfo gun-barrels, for 
which they are famous. The wool they work 
up is that of Auftria, and much comes from 
Bohemia; all theie fabricks employ fix or 
feven hundred hands. 

The 5th I got to Newberg in Bavaria, the 
diftance forty miles. This Jinc of country is 
all very agreeable; from the inequalities of 
the ground, and its open groves, with many 
rivers ; nor is it wanting in numerous little 
towns iind villages, the neighbourhood of the 
Panube drawing many inhabitants, by the 
ponftaat trade carried on upon it; and by 
the numerous boats, barges, floopSj &c. which 
paf$ and repafs upon all forts of bufinefs. I 
obferved hops, faffron, and vines were com- 
mon culture, and fome flax, which is made 
into coarfe linnens in the neighbouring towns, 
l^cwbergis a little place, but very well built, 
and remarkably clean,. The Eledor Palatine 
]^ fQverei|9 of the dc^tcby, of which it is the 

capital ; 
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capital and 9 has a fmall palace here, which 
however contains nothing worth feeing. The 
Jefuits church is the heft publick edifice in the 
place* The only trade of Newbcrg is wine ; 
but very little of it is good ; fcveral forts are 
fpld fo cheap as three halfpence a quart. 

The 6th I reached Muldorf, the diftance 
fifty miles, through a very fine, populous, and 
well cultivated country, being part of the E- 
Icftorate of Bavaria. There feems through 
this line of country, to be more induftry, ac- 
tivity and happinefs, than in any! had pafied 
for a long while, and yet the peafants are in 
a flate of villainage as well as elfewhere, but 
they are treated in a kinder manner ; have 
more property and better houfes ; and many 
of them are alfo farmers, who by induftry and 
frugality have faved money; and find out the 
means of difpofing of it to good advantage. 
Much of this country is enclofed, than which 
there cannot be any improvement of fo much 
confequence; and the prefent Ele^or has given 
many privileges and encouragements to all 
who enclofe their farms, as well as exempting 
them from antient cuftoms and rights, which 
were. extremely injurious to open lands. There 
are many vineyards in this country, and the 
wine is better than that of Auftria. Sheep 
feem to be a principal article in their hufband- 
ry; they keep great number5> and of a bettei 
'4 breed 
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breed than common; which I am told was 
originally owing to procuring fome rams from 
Flanders. They yield large fleeces, and there 
arc many manufadiories for working up the 
wool, which receive great encouragement 
from the government. Every farm of any 
fize, (that is, every divifion of an cftate that is 
under a diftindl fteward or bailiff) has a large 
ihcep-houfe, with a roof, but open on one 
fidp to the fouth J in this houfe they fold their 
fheep every night the whole year round, and 
depend on it principally for manuring their 
lands : when they begin to fold, they fpread 
over the floor light virgin foil, turf, fand, or 
peat earth, and fold upon it till it is verymoift 
and dirty; then they make a frefh layer, and 
fo go on; but to every eighteen inches of depth, 
(for they remove the heap but once a year) 
they litter with ftraw ; and in extreme wet or 
fnowy weather they do the fame. This is 
upon the whole an excellent fyftem for raifing 
manure, and is a Flemifh cuftom, though 
with one or two variations: but I fliould 
think the (heep lying upon fuch a dunghill, 
would be prejudicial to their health; however, 
the Bavarians aflfert the contrary, and fay that 
the health of the animal does not fuflfer in the 
lead ; and that the wool is much better than 
it would be if the. iheep were cxpofcd to the 
weather, 

Muldorf 
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Muldorf is a little town» agreeably (ituated, 
and regularly fortified^ but it is not a place of 
any great flrength $ the ftreets are broad» ftraiti 
and well built» and the market*place fpaciousi 
and furrounded with feveral buildings that are 
a great ornament to it. There are ievcral 
churches and convents, but none that con- 
tain any thing remarkable. 

The 7th I got to Munich, the diftance fc- 
ven tfld thirty miles, and the country agree- 
ftble and well cultivated 5 there are many 
more nobility who refide conflantly on their 
lands in this country, than in any I have feen 
in Germany ; and to this I attribute the ad« 
vantage of the fuperior cultivation : for as. the 
nobles are the farmers, it is no wonder that 
eftates there are managed better under the ma- 
iler's eye, than in his.abfence. Although 
there are not many of them that are proficients 
in agriculture, yet a life pafTed in the midft of 
its bufinefs, mud yield a greater knowledge 
of its circumftances than one which is entirely 
employed in the parade of a court. Bcfides, 
there can be little doubt but the nobles them^^- 
felves treat their peafants better than the race 
of bailiffs, agents, &c. who ufually opprefs 
and fqueeze them the metre, in order to have 
the better opportunity of enriching themfelves ; 
and I find it evident, wherever I have been in 
Germany, that thq landlords are the richeli. 
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and their eftates the beft cultivated, where the 
peafants are allowed fome degree of liberty and 
property. The happier that race of people, 
the better for the nobles ; the latter will not 
in all cafes be brought to believe this, but 
nothing admits of clearer proof. 

Their corn through this track of country 
looked very well; and I obferved particularly, 
that their fallows intended for next year were 
well ploughed, and clean; whereas they arc 
full of weeds in many parts of Germany, and 
much fuch bad management as I had feen in 
Auftria. The foil here is a rich loam, with 
fome light tracks : they plough chiefly with 
oxen. They fallow their lands for wheat ; 
and then fow barley ; after the barley, they 
take peafe or buck-wheat, and then turneps, 
or cabbages; but they do not fow any clover, 
. which the Auftrian foldier^ and all Flander^ 
and Brabant find fo profitable. Wheat yields 
two quarters and an half per acre, barley three, 
and buck-wheat four ; and their turneps and 
cabbages are applied to feeding their cattle 
and fheep ; but all are houfed in winter. 

Munich I think without exception, the 
fincft city in Germany; Drefdcn, while in its 
grandeur, I am told furpaifed it ; and fome 
parts of Berlin arc very beautiful, and al 
things confidered, they now yield to this place, 
his fituated on the river Ifer; which dividing 
3 into 



3J6 TRAVELS THROUGrt 

into fcveral channels, waters all parts of the 
town : fo that little ftrcams run through many 
of the ftreet$, confined in ftone channels^ 
which has a mod clean and agreeable effed. 
The flreets, fquares, and courts are fpacious^ 
and airy ; which fets off all the buildings much, 
and makes them appear finer than others much 
more coftly in other cities. The ftrects in 
particular, are fo ftrait, that many of them. 
interfe£t each other at right-angles, and are 
very broad, and extrernely well built. There 
are fixt^en churches and monafiieries in it, 
many of them very handfome edifices ; thefc 
with the eledtoral palace, and other publick 
ings, take up near half the city : fo that it may 
eafily be fuppofed the place is in general very 
well built. 

The principal of all thefe publick edifices, 
is the cledioral palace, which is rather a con- 
venient than an elegant building. It is very 
large ; having four courts in it, and all of thenj 
Urge, but there is a want of finifliing in the 
infides of all the places in Germany, that can- 
not fail difguftingan Englishman, who has 
been ufcd to. fee the houfes of the nobility in 
hx^ own country finiflied to the 'garrets, as 
compleatly as a fnufF-box j and certainly it is a 
moft agreeable circumftance. In the palace of 
Munich, the fined room, which is the grand 
hall, being an hundred and eighteen feet 
^ long 
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long by fifty two broad, is open to the roof, 
fo as entirely to deftrpy theeiFedl which would 
rcfult from fuch a fize if finifhed : birds fly 
about in it as in a barn, and drop their fa- 
vours on the heads of the company as they 
pafs. I have in Germany fecn many iqftances 
of unfiniftiing equal to this. There is a great 
profufion of marble in the feveral apartments, 
but it is not wrought in an agreeable manner* 
The furniture is in general old ; it has been 
very rich, but has nothing in it ftriking ; nor 
is the coHe6tion of pidlures comparable to 
many others in Germany. The Mufeum is 
well filled with many curiofities ; of which 
as Keyflef gives a lift, I {hall therefore fay no 
more of them. — The Jefuits college is among 
the fineft buildings belonging to the church : 
it is very fpacious. The great church, and 
the Francifcans monaftery, arc alfo worth fee- 
ing ; the latter order is pofTefTed of very great 
revenues. Several palaces of the nobility make 
a very good figure, and the town-houfe is 
better than many I have feen. The number 
of inhabitants is computed at fifty thoufand. 

The palaces moft worth feeing are the E- 
le<Jlor's country ones of Sleiftieim and Nym- 
phenburg, near Munich. Sleifticim is a fine 
building, and much better finiflied than that 
of Munich ; the portico fupported by marble 
pillars is fine; in the apartments, which are 

furni(hcd 
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iurniflied in an agreeable manner, is a very 
good collection of pi(flures» but they are 
chiefly by Flemiih matters. Nymphenburg 
exhibits the German tafte of gardening in 
perfection ; the Bavarians holding them to be 
the finefl in the empire ; the fituation> wood, 
and water would admit of fomething beauti- 
ful, but here is nothing but the old-fafhioned 
fountains, flatues, monflers, &c. 

It is thought by moft perfons at Munich, 
as well as in other parts of Germany, the elec- 
torate of Bavaria has thoroughly recovered the 
mifchiefs it fufFered in the war of 17449 and 
is now as rich and populous as ever. The 
electoral revenues are reckoned to amount to 
fix hundred thoufand pounds a year, and are 
improving: the ftanding army confifls of 
eleven thoufand foot, and three thoufand 
horfe; but the Bavarians fay, their prince 
could bring forty thoufand men into the 
field ; however, it is certain that, if he could 
bring them there he could not maintain them, 
without their being in the pay of foreigners, 
While the houfe of Bavaria continues on good 
terms with that of Auftria, there is no danger 
of its fuffering by the electorate being again, 
made the feat of war. 

FINIS. 
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